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. 3 Our Neighbors - Their Stories

Owning a home in State College has been a dream 
come true.   Seriously; if a friend had told me last year 
that we would own our Þrst home in the borough right 
now, I would have told them theyÕre dreaming.

My wife and I had been renting in the borough for 
almost 5 years.  We loved all of the advantages of 
being close to downtown.  We would take the kids to 
the many great parks within walking distance of our 
townhouse; go downtown for coffee or ice cream; or 
spend the afternoon at the library.  Living outside of 
State College just didnÕt seem like an option we 
wanted to explore.

But when we started to look at 
homes for sale, we quickly 
realized the challenges of Þnd-
ing an affordable family home 
in the borough.  We would go 
to open houses, but only to 
leave discouraged.  The 
houses we liked were well >2 

Growing up in the State College area, I always assumed I 
knew the natural progression life would take.  Graduate 
high school, go to Penn State, meet the right guy, get 
married, buy a house, have kids.  The American dream 
with a blue-and-white tint.  After Dean and I were mar-

ried in 2005 at the summer 
camp where we metÑand 
where Dean currently worksÑ
we settled into a cozy one-
bedroom apartment in the 
State College Borough.  We 
hadnÕt been married long be-
fore we began house hunting.  
Once our son Andrew arrived 
in October 2008, we knew >2 

During 2009 the community land trust 
reached two milestones: we purchased our 
30th house in the borough and we helped 
our 30th family become Þrst-time home-
owners. Our Neighbors/Their Stories has 
been written by both families for Novem-

ber's newsletter. We hope you'll enjoy read-
ing about their journeys to homeownership.

Charles and Nova Niedermeyer

Dean and Sarah Christian 
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out of our price range.  After a short period of time, we just set-
tled for the fact that we would be renting for a very long time.
Then an old friend told us about the Þrst-time homebuyer pro-
grams in State College.  She and her husband had recently pur-
chased a home and were very happy with the experience.  We 
looked into it and quickly applied.  We took our time, and 
looked at a lot of homes.  Along the way, we met and were 
helped by a lot of great people within the organization.  But 
Þnally, in March of this year, we purchased our home through 
the State College Community Land Trust.
The SCCLT has been a blessing to our family!  We absolutely 
love our new home and all of the advantages of homeownership.  
Our two children can now enjoy a great backyard with lots of 
neighbors to play with.  This Þrst summer saw the biggest and 
most successful vegetable garden to date.  We even tackled our 
Þrst big project with a rebuild of the back deck; very successful 
and satisfying as new homeowners!   The SCCLT has opened up 
a world of opportunity for us, right here in our neighborhood.   

Charles and Nova Niedermeyer

our little apartment wouldnÕt sufÞce for much longer, but 
our options seemed limited.

We looked at condos, townhouses, and tiny, old homes that 
sat on the market long enough to make it into our Òmaybe 
we could afford thisÓ list, but nothing seemed to work.  
After a failed attempt to purchase a foreclosed home in 
Patton Township we were feeling discouraged.  We found 
one last bit of hope through a friendÕs suggestion of the 
State College Community Land Trust.  We talked with Col-
leen and worked through the application process, growing 
more convinced as time went by that this might be exactly 
what we were looking for.  Once we took a look inside the 
home at 1054 Taylor Street, we knew even before the reno-
vations were completed that the place was perfect.  It was 
over twice the size of our apartment, had a grassy backyard 
for kids to play in, and most of all it was affordable.

We purchased the home in May and had the help of several 
friends from camp to get everything moved.  Since our 
summers are spent living at the camp though, we had the 
luxury of slowly putting things away as we had time.  Once 
August rolled around and camp came to an end, we were 
antsy to spend our Þrst night in the new place and Þnally 
feel at home.  

The list of things weÕve done around the home grows 
steadily, though the list of things we still want to do always 
seems to keep pace.  Our Bible study group from church 
helped us enormously with some yard work and turning a 
somewhat neglected front yard into a tidy landscape.  A 
pastor friend and a friend in construction worked with 
Dean to put in a back-breaking 20-some hours of work to 
lay hardwood ßoors in the kitchen and living room in just 
one weekend.  Our current project is to Þnish putting coun-
tertop on two cabinets to make them into a kitchen island.  
We look forward to updating the outdoor lighting and reÞn-
ishing the bathroom at some point down the road.  

Daily we marvel at the fact that weÕve been blessed with a 
home in such an ideal location on a budget we can afford. 

Dean and Sarah Christian 

From the President
As the year comes to a close, I 
would like to invite all of our 
membership and homeowners to 
our annual meeting to be held on 
Monday, December 7 in room 220 
of the State College Municipal 
Building.  Refreshments will begin 
at 6:30 PM with the ofÞcial meet-
ing slated to begin at 7:00 PM.   At 
this year's meeting, we will be 
electing one homeowner and one 
community representative to the 
board of directors.  We have also 

been fortunate to be able to organize 
an expert panel to discuss how renovations to your home can 
translate to energy savings and increased value.  This should 
be an excellent opportunity to learn more about this important 
topic from the point of view of the real-estate, banking, and 
contracting sectors.    

I would also like to emphasize how important each and every 
SCCLT member and homeowner is to the vitality and sustain-
ability of our organization.  Without you - the volunteers - 
none of this would be possible.  A majority of our organization 
is composed of volunteers and a majority of our accomplish-
ments throughout the year come from you as volunteers.  So 
before I step down as president, I would like to personally 
thank each and every one of you for the countless contribu-
tions that you make to our organization to ensure that it re-
mains healthy and happy for years to come.

Josh Kollat

This newsletter is printed on 
paper containing 30% post-

consumer content.
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While November weather is no longer 
picnic-friendly, many of us have great 
memories of the annual picnic on October 
3 that was planned by the SCCLT's 

Homeowners committee. About 35 peo-
ple attended the event that featured food-
to-pass complemented by hamburgers and 

hot dogs cooked on the grill. We all had a 
chance to see how much the children had 
grown, to get caught up on people's lives 

and to meet and get to know our newest 
homeowners. Spring Creek Park provided 
the perfect place for the group and Octo-
ber provided a perfect Saturday for a very 

successful picnic.

A Memorable Picnic

State College Community Land Trust
420 West College Ave.

State College, PA 16801

Phone/Fax: 814-867-0656
Email: director@scclandtrust.org

www.scclandtrust.org

Board of Directors
Josh Kollat, President

Peg Hambrick, Vice President
Barb Seibel, Secretary

Richard C. Barrickman, Treasurer
Tom Daubert

Bryon May
Erica Anderson
Theresa Lafer

Sally Lenker
Ron Quinn, Executive Director

Colleen Ritter, Program Coordinator

Newsletter editor and designer
John Hiester
Photography
Bryon May

Website manager
Jason Maas

mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org
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Eat, Drink and 
Support the 

SCCLT
WeÕve partnered with HarrisonÕs Wine Grill, at 
the Hilton Garden Inn, 1221 East College Ave., 
for a delicious fundraiser.  When dining at Harri-
sonÕs between December 1-17, 2009, mention 

State College Community Land Trust and 20 per 
cent of your check (before tax and gratuity) will 
be donated to the SCCLT.  This offer also extends 

to carry out orders but not deliveries.  

During the last 13 years, the SCCLT has bought 
31 properties in the Borough and helped 35 

homebuyers own their Þrst home.   SCCLT home 
purchases are made possible by federal and local 
government grants.   However, some renovations 
to our homesÑparticularly for improved energy 

efÞciencyÑare not covered by government 
funds.  So, fundraising is how the SCCLT pays 
for energy star appliances, increased insulation, 

and other energy efÞcient renovations.

HarrisonÕs is an excellent partner in this en-
deavor.  Harrison Schailey and Kit Henshaw pro-

prietors of HarrisonÕs are committed to our com-
munity.  Included in their menus are locally 
grown produce, locally baked artisan breads and 
desserts, and locally farmed dairy and meats.  

Check out their menus at  
http://www.harrisonsmenu.com/restaurantMenus/  

If you are on our email list, you will receive a 

reminder email about this fundraiser.  Pass the 
email on to your friends and ask them to partici-
pate.  A ßyer detailing this SCCLT/HarrisonÕs 

holiday season fundraising program is also avail-
able on www.scclandtrust.org.

Take your family, friends, and/or ofÞce staff out 
to enjoy a holiday get-together, enjoy local cui-

sine and support affordable home ownership in 
the Borough.  

 The families of the preschool children in my classroom 
celebrate the New Year at four different times during the 
year.  The Þrst was Rosh Hashanah, then January 1, fol-
lowed by Lunar New Year and Bengali New Year.  To honor 

these many ways of beginning the year, we posted the 
months of the year in a big circle on the wall and asked the 
children where a circle begins.  One of our brilliant four 

year olds replied, ÒWherever you want it to!Ó  We were so 
excited by our new yearly calendar in a circle that we ar-
ranged our weekdays in the same way.  It makes sense.  

Instead of slogging to the end of the week then slamming 
back as a typewriter carriage does to begin again, we just 
keep circling gently through our days.  It is a wonderful 
perspective for me to hold on to.  When I feel like counting 

the remaining days until I retire and rest my tired knees, I 
focus instead on the joys of the day IÕve got right now.  
Soon one of my joys will be picking up my fresh vegetables 

from the CSA farm drop off across the street from my 
house.  Buying a winter share from a Òcommunity sup-
ported agricultureÓ farm Þlls in the gap when the farmerÕs 

market closes and my own garden is covered in snow.  
When I do retire, IÕm hoping to Þll that winter gap from my 
own garden.  I recently bought the book ÒThe Four Season 
HarvestÓ by Eliot Coleman.  In it he explains how to harvest 

vegetables from your garden all year round even in cold 
climates. The wonderful thing about it is that he uses no 
additional heating, relying only on cold frames, unheated 

green houses and row covers.  One of his secrets is a collec-
tion of interesting cold hardy vegetables for the winter gar-
den.     Since he has been achieving this goal in his home 

state of Maine, IÕm inclined to believe that I may be able to 
do the same in Pennsylvania!

http://www.harrisonsmenu.com/restaurantMenus/
http://www.harrisonsmenu.com/restaurantMenus/
http://www.scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org
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WeÕre again heading into the annual 
Holiday Shopping time. Though itÕs 
looked forward to by most, some 
may be dreading it given the tough 
economic times. 

In this edition of Decorating on a 
Shoestring IÕd like to share with 
you a recent local shopping-spree I 
went on and managed to keep my 
monthly budget intact. I hope to 
give you some starting point options 
where you might Þnd some unique 
treasures at a unique cost. 

My shopping-spree started with a 
search for a mirror. My stairwell 
had an empty wall and being a 
small space I remembered that mir-
rors can make a room appear larger. 
Driving by the Goodwill Store, 
something called to me. Giving the 
store a try, I found exactly what I 
was looking for at a very inexpen-
sive price. A gold-framed ornate 
mirror that someone no longer saw a use for now looks back at 
me as I descend my staircase. 

My next stop was also unplanned and spontaneous. A roadside 
sign advertised a late-season yard sale. Much to my delight I 
found a white wicker patio furniture set. Though it wasnÕt on my 
shopping list for the day, it did appear on my future wish list. In 
need of a light coat of paint before next summer, the set was in 
great shape and sits comfortably on my patio. The former owner 
went with a selling price that was far below furniture sets I saw at 
Department Stores.

Next on my list?  A newer dish set that would add a little variety 
to future dinner parties.  Remembering spotting some at Centre 
Peace in Bellefonte on recent visits, I headed there to see if my 
luck would continue. Success!  A set of donated China that will 
deÞnitely add some design to dinner. 

Some may scoff at my bargain-store beauties but I Þnd them to 
have just a little more personality and a hint of historyÉ..not to 
mention the conversation that they can spark with house guests. 
Oh by the way, my budget loves them too! Happy Holiday Season 
shopping and decorating! 

Bryon May

The Budget-Friendly Shopping Spree
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Granite or Formica? Hardwood or carpet? Finished base-
ment or outdoor deck? If you are interested in how to get 
the best return from your home projects, you will want to 
attend the special panel presentation that will be part of 
this yearÕs annual meeting of the State College Commu-
nity Land Trust on December 7 at 6:30 p.m.: Returns on 
Renovation: Which Home Improvements are Your Best 
Investment?  SCCLT members and the general public are 
welcome.

The panel will feature local real estate experts in construc-
tion, appraising, banking, and sales. Our prominent ex-
perts include, Chris Aumiller, of Christian T. Aumiller 
Real Estate Appraisal and Consulting Services, central 
Pennsylvania appraiser; Chris Bradley, Assistant Vice 
President Relationship OfÞcer, Nittany Bank; Gil Morri-
son, local contractor and currently Rehab Coordinator for 
the Borough of State College; and, Jerry Wettstone, realtor 
with Kissinger, Bigatel and Brower, Past President of Cen-
tre County Association of Realtors and founding member 
of SCCLT.

The panel members will discuss which home improve-
ments Òbring the most bang for the buckÓ in the State Col-
lege area. What are possible ways to Þnance renovations? 
What should be considered when prioritizing renovations? 
What is the likely return on investment? What are the tax 
incentives to renovate? Panelists will entertain questions 
from the audience.

Whether planning a renovation, thinking about a renova-
tion, or just curious, be sure to attend the SCCLTÕs annual 
meeting, December 7 in Room 220 of the State College 
Municipal Building, 243 South Allen St. 

The evening will begin with refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 
Preceding the panel, a short business meeting will be held 
and election of directors representing the community-at-
large and SCCLT homeowners. Also, donÕt forget that the 
annual meeting is a great time to introduce your friends 
and neighbors to SCCLT. Invite them to join us. And, 
donÕt forget to renew your own membership, too!

For more information contact director@scclandtrust.org or 
www.scclandtrust.org.

What:!   SCCLT Annual Meeting

Who:!   All members and the general public
When:   Monday, December 7, 2009  

! ! ! Refreshments at 6:30 p.m., meeting !

! ! ! begins at 7:00 p.m.

Where:  Room 220, State College Municipal 

! ! ! Bldg.,  243 S.  Allen St.,  S.C.

SCCLT Members:! Please check the SCCLT web-
site for speciÞc information about the Annual 
Meeting Agenda and proposed changes to the 
SCCLT bylaws.

Getting the Best Return on Your Home Improvement Dollar

The SCCLT Annual Meeting

mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org
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Carrie Durward and Peter Howe - 1148 South Atherton
Joe Cortazzo - 1013 South Atherton

Welcome New Homeowners!
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106 Easterly Parkway

Two bedroom, one bathroom, full basement, covered patio 
at rear of the house, fenced-in backyard

$105,000 - $113,000

!              �ö Check it Out!�õ
Find information about home renovations 

on the Schlow Library website at 
h!p://www.schlowlibrary.org.  

http://www.schlowlibrary.org
http://www.schlowlibrary.org
http://www.schlowlibrary.org
http://www.schlowlibrary.org


Yes, I would like to become a member of the State College Commu-
nity Land Trust (SCCLT). Enclosed is my $10 membership fee for the 
current year.

Enclosed is my Donation in the amount of 
�Á $10
�Á $25
�Á $50
�Á $100
�Á $250
�Á other___________________

Yes, I would like to work on the following committee(s):
�Á Finance
�Á Marketing and Outreach
�Á Real Estate and Rehabilitation
�Á Fundraising

_____________________________________________
Name/Business or Organization

  _____________________________________________
Address
_____________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code
_____________________________________________
Telephone (Day time and Evening)
_____________________________________________
Email address

SCCLT Membership/Donation Form Do You Know What YOUR Donation 
to the SCCLT Will Allow Us To Do?

$50 - will buy an integrated smoke detector OR it 
will defray the cost of pre and post budget counseling 
for Þrst time homebuyers

$100- will allow volunteers to paint two rooms 
with low VOC paint OR install an energy efÞcient 
window 

$250 Ð will allow us to upgrade a new appliance to 
an Energy Star appliance OR offset the cost of legal 
counseling for purchasing a borough home

$500- will ensure one house will be lead-free OR 
provide for an emergency repair fund

$1000- allows upgraded electrical service to meet 
code OR provide for a roof to be replaced

Thank you for your monetary support of safe, up-
graded and affordable housing in the Borough of 
State College. 

The official registration and financial information of 
the State College Community Land Trust, Inc. may be 
obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State 
by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-
0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

State College Community Land Trust
420 West College Ave.
State College, PA 16801
Phone/Fax: 814-867-0656
Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC)
Centre County Council for Human Services

Centre County Housing and Land Trust
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania

National Community Land Trust Network
MEMBER:

mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org

