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OUR NEIGHBORS
THEIR STORIES

I first moved to State College to attend Penn State.  
Since my sophomore year, I have been renting 
apartments in State College – nearly 15 years.  I en-
joy all the advantages State College has to offer, but 
most important to me is the proximity to great fly 
fishing.  Forbes magazine recently published an arti-
cle, “North America’s Top 10 Trout-Fishing Towns”, 
and State College was on the list.

I had dreamed of owning a home in the borough, 
but the prices were out of my range.  On a whim, I 
googled “State College PA first time home buyer.”  
To my surprise, I discovered a page on the borough 
web site.  After a few clicks of my mouse, I was on 
the phone setting an appointment with the State 
College Community Land Trust.  
I am bit of a skeptic, and believe if something is too 
good to be true, it probably is.  At first, I was more 
than doubtful of the SCCLT.  However, soon after my 
initial visit, I gained a tremendous trust with all those 
involved in the process – Etta at the borough, Bobbi 
at Housing Transition, and especially Colleen at the 
SCCLT.  This trust was not misplaced.
Several months later, I found myself sitting in an of-
fice on Allen Street signing many papers.  I had offi-
cially become a homeowner!  No PMI, very little 
down payment, a great interest rate, and my own 
home!
I have only been in my home several months, but I 
have already been able to organize a room for all my 
fly fishing and outdoors gear.   This room features a 
fly tying area where all my feathers, hooks, tying 
tools, etc., are neatly stored and within an arms-
length of my tying bench. 
Additionally, I have discovered owning a home gives 
me a greater feeling of belonging to the community. I 
no longer feel like a long-term visitor. I look forward 
to becoming more involved in the community and 
the SCCLT and perhaps someday help someone 
else realize their dream.  
My dream certainly came true – thanks to the 
SCCLT.  
Joe Cortazzo
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
In November 2009, 
the Community 
Housing Partnership 
(CHP), served its 
100th homebuyer.  
The State College 
Community Land 
Trust is one of three 
members of the 
State College Bor-
ough Partnership, 
which also includes 
Housing Transitions, 
Inc. and the State 
College Borough 

First-Time Homebuyer Program.  For the past 15 
years, these agencies have helped qualified first-
time buyers achieve homeownership in the Bor-
ough.  We all work toward achieving similar home-
ownership goals, but each agency has a distinctive 
niche.

 The 100th CHP homebuyer is Joe Cortazzo 
(See Our Neighbors, Their Stories), who bought his 
home through the auspices of SCCLT. Joe is the 
SCCLT’s 35th homeowner, and his purchase is rep-
resentative of what makes the SCCLT unique.  Joe 
purchased a SCCLT “resale.”  The home he bought 
in November 2009, was previously sold to a 
SCCLT homeowner in the summer of 2004. Fol-
lowing the principles of the Community Land Trust, 
SCCLT homeowners buy the house (and other im-
provements) but lease the land from SCCLT, 
thereby reducing the actual purchase price by 
about one-third.  A condition of the land lease is 
that SCCLT homes must be resold to income-
qualified, first-time homebuyers.   So, when the 
original SCCLT homeowner took a job out of state 
and put her home up for sale, Joe, as another 
qualified first-time homebuyer, had an opportunity 
to become a homeowner in State College.  
Not only does the idea of the Community Land 
Trust designate properties for new homeowners, in 
perpetuity, but the underlying principles and prac-
tices also keep the homes permanently affordable.  
SCCLT homeowners who sell their homes take all 
their original equity plus a portion of the apprecia-
tion.  The portion of the appreciation not taken by 
the seller helps reduce the price of the home for 
the next buyer.  These two practices—reselling to 
first-time homebuyers and sharing in any value ap-
preciation – keep all original SCCLT home pur-
chases affordable for our buyers.

State College Community Land Trust
420 West College Ave.

State College, PA 16801
Phone/Fax: 814-867-0656

Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org

Board of Directors
Peg Hambrick, President

Josh Kollat, Vice President
Barb Seibel, Secretary
Steve Grim, Treasurer

Tom Daubert
Bryon May

Keith Anderson
Theresa Lafer
Sally Lenker

Staff
Ron Quinn, Executive Director

Colleen Ritter, Program Coordinator
Ann Morris, Office Assistant

Newsletter Editor and Designer
John Hiester

Photography
Bryon May

Website manager
Jason Maas

Some people ask, “Why would someone buy a 
home and not the land, then agree to share in the 
appreciation at resale?”  The answer is straightfor-
ward: Since the SCCLT properties are kept afford-
able, they provide an opportunity to enter an ex-
pensive housing market like State College and start 
building equity.   The practices of the SCCLT allow 
our homeowners who stay in their homes to con-
tinue to increase their equity position, while others 
who choose to move are able to use their invest-
ment to pursue other home ownership opportuni-
ties.  
Whatever Joe decides in the long-term, we wel-
come him to his new SCCLT home.
If you want more information about the State Col-
lege Community Land Trust, visit our website at 
www.scclandtrust.org.
Peg Hambrick

mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org
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At its February 8 meeting, State College Borough 
Council recognized the Community Housing Part-
nership (CHP) which includes the State College 
Community Land Trust, Housing Transitions, Inc., 
and the State College Borough First-Time Home-
buyer Program, for their efforts in providing quality, 
affordable homes within the Borough of State Col-
lege. CHP welcomed its 100th buyer in 2009. Bor-
ough Council President Ron Filipelli acknowledged 
these efforts by awarding a proclamation (see  
box) to Benson Lichtig, President HTI, and Peg 
Hambrick, President SCCLT who represented their 
respective organizations.
Preceding the Council meeting, Tom Kurtz, Assis-
tant State College Borough Manager, hosted a 
cake and coffee reception which included over 60 
people who are CHP homeowners or actively in-
volved in affordable housing efforts in the private 
and public sectors.

Proclamation
State College Borough

Community Housing Partnership’s 
100th Homebuyer

Whereas, the Community Housing Partnership, 
comprised of Housing Transitions, Inc., the State 
College Community Land Trust, and the State 
College Borough Homebuyer Programs, has 
worked for 15 years to create and maintain qual-
ity, affordable housing opportunities in the bor-
ough, and

Whereas, this partnership offers mortgage and 
closing cost assistance, that help both low- and 
moderate-income families purchase homes they 
otherwise could not afford, and

Whereas, the Community Housing Partnership 
provides support in budget and credit counseling, 
homebuyer and post-purchase education, and 
home rehabilitation, and

Whereas, in November 2009, the Community 
Housing Partnership assisted its 100th home-
buyer.

Now, therefore, we recognize and celebrate the 
Community Housing Partnership’s dedication to 
providing quality, affordable homeownership op-
portunities within the Borough of State College.

ANOTHER MILESTONE

This newsletter is printed on 
paper containing 30% post-

consumer content.

The Centre County Council for Human Services will 
hold the Rose Cologne Dinner recognizing excep-
tional volunteers from local organizations on Thurs-
day, April 29, at the Elks Country Club in Boals-
burg.  Rich Barrickman, former SCCLT Treasurer 
and Board member will be recognized for his serv-
ice to the State College Community Land Trust.  If 
you are interested in attending, contact the office at 
867-0656.

SCCLT Homeowners Committee meeting will be 
held March 11.  It will be a family event with pizza 
and fun for all.

Ann Morris has joined the SCCLT Office Staff.  
Welcome, Ann!

Open House, 106 Easterly Pkwy, April 11,1-3pm.

COMING UP!
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Curious about how the Centre Region will look in 20 
years?  That’s the opening line of a flyer that I re-
ceived recently inviting me to a community meeting 
to discuss the 2010 Centre Region comprehensive 
plan.  The notice came by way of email from one of 
my Highland neighbors. These days, issues and in-
cidents are quickly posted for all to comment on.  I 
can keep up on neighborhood happenings without 
having a dog to walk.

So what is happening?  For the most part neighbors 
are reporting on their struggles to coexist happily 
with students.  There are the usual stories of prob-
lems with noise, vandalism and unshoveled walks, 
and some more startling reports of “Red Bull Zom-
bies” invading the neighborhood.  The emails also 
include plans, suggestions, phone numbers to call 
when there is a problem and encouragement not to 
tolerate destructive behavior in our part of town.  It’s 
handy that several of my Highland neighbors serve 
on the State College borough council.

It also turns out to be incredibly helpful to have a 
producer for the national radio show “This American 
Life” living in the neighborhood.  Their recent show 
about the drinking culture at Penn State, while 
somewhat embarrassing, influenced at least one 
Collegian reporter, Rich Coleman who seems to be 
taking its message to heart.  In a recent article he 
included, “Don’t destroy anyone’s property, don’t 
get into fights, and don’t scream in residential 
neighborhoods…” in his advice to State Patty’s day 
revelers.  There it is!  Proof positive that at least one 
Penn State student understands that his stomping 
grounds include actual residential neighborhoods.  

Coleman is a senior.  He probably won’t be around 
next year or in twenty years.  I’m counting on my 
neighbors, united and connected by modern 
“tech-noodle-gee“, to come up with our own plan 
so that in 2030 the Collegian can report, “Local 
residents and students celebrated their annual 
“Peaceful Coexistence” festival in the Highlands 
neighborhood this week.  Students were shocked to 
hear about the behavior of their parents’ genera-
tion.”
Nina Fellin

It was time. My basement entertainment room was 
ready for a remodel.  But, how?  It’s not exactly a 
great time financially for a major project for anyone. 

You may recall from an early SCCLT Newsletter I 
described how I turned the dreary and unusable 
basement in my duplex into a cool hangout. I used 
fabric to cover the unfinished ceiling, leftover paint 
on the walls, and an old door found in the attic 
turned into a bar with some attached legs all made 
for a hip hangout. 

But over three years, the fabric ceiling and the dark 
wall were starting to close in on us….literally.  A new 
costly drop ceiling wouldn’t solve the problem. In 
fact, I might not be able to stand completely up-
right, having to lose a foot to make room for the 
pipes and heating tubes. The inspiration came from 
restaurants and downtown stores I’ve visited that 
achieved a artsy and modern look by painting the 
bare ceiling including pipes and all. This was an in-
expensive alternative to hiring a contractor.  It’s al-
ways amazing to me what paint can do, but going 
into this project I’ll admit I was nervous. Paint on the 
wood beams covered easily and gave me the exact 
feel I was hoping for – cleaner, brighter, and rustic 
yet contemporary. 

Removing the closet door on the shelving area 
opened up the basement even more and made the 
perfect entertainment center, again saving money 
and space on a bulky and expensive entertainment 
center.  Using the same color on the shelving unit as 
the wall and mirrors in the back of the unit provided 
a larger feel for the basement. 

Finally, deciding on a beach/boating theme nar-
rowed down the color possibilities: picked acorn for 
the ceiling and floor and Brazilian tan for the walls. 

Now as I sit in my “remodeled” entertainment room 
and think that I almost didn’t continue because of 
squashed ideas and a small budget, I’m reminded 
how much easier decorating on a shoestring budget 
can be.  
Bryon May

DECORATING 
ON A 

SHOESTRING
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✔     ☛Check it Out!☚
Recession Resources – free at 
Schlow Centre Region Library

If you are looking for ways to make your budget 
stretch further, head down to your local library 
(where the parking is free). All of our resources are 
free and can be borrowed with a library card avail-
able to any resident with a photo ID.  If you buy most 
of your books, you can save money by borrowing 
just some of them. (It is the most environmentally 
friendly option as well.) You can find bestsellers, 
cookbooks, how-to books, and financial guides to 
get ideas for eating at home, repair and saving even 
more money.

Looking for entertainment? 
We have free DVDs that circulate for 3 days, VHS 
tapes and music on CD, which circulate for 3 weeks. 
We have a large New Book display with current and 
popular titles and a book sale area with paperbacks 
and popular titles at very reasonable prices! 

Looking for information? 
Call us at 235-7816. We can look up phone num-
bers or addresses for you, find Consumer Report 
information and send articles to you by fax or email. 
If you want to browse the web yourself, we have 18 
computers that you can access with your free library 
card. Need to print a resume? We have an excellent 
printer that will provide professional copies for you – 
10 cents for black and white or 50 cents for color. 
There is also free WiFi throughout the building. 

Meeting someone or waiting for a ride? 
We have magazines like Time, O magazine, Smart 
Money, Popular Mechanics and more. All issues, 
except the current one, circulate for three weeks, or 
you can browse our newspapers like the New York 
Times, the Philadelphia Inquirer, the Harrisburg Pa-
triot and the Centre Daily Times. We keep these for 
three months and have online access to their earlier 
issues. 

What’s the catch? Don’t keep them past the due 
date. Then there are overdue fines and that won’t 
help your budget. If you can’t get back in, you can 
renew items online or by phone (except DVDs). 
There is an email courtesy reminder that is sent to 
remind you to return them on time. There are remote 
returns at BarFarm Country Store, Northland Giant, 
Uni-Mart at Carson’s Corners, Benner Pike Wal-Mart 
and South Atherton Weis, as well as two book drops 
at the library – one in the rear alley and one in front 
of the building. 

Go to our website, www.schlowlibrary.org for even 
more free resources – online databases, programs 
and children’s activities. A trip to the library is fun, 
rewarding, educational and free!
Pat Griffith

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

 THE HOLMES-FOSTER NEIGHBORHOOD 

HOMES & GARDENS TOUR

Sunday, June 20, 2010

1-6 PM

 Ticket Price $10.00 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT SCCLT

 

The Holmes-Foster Neighborhood Association (HFNA) 
wishes to WELCOME visitors to our National Register of 
Historic Homes neighborhood, Sunday, June 20, 2010, 1 
PM – 6 PM, for the HOLMES-FOSTER NEIGHBORHOOD 

HOMES AND GARDENS TOUR.

 

The State College Community Land Trust (SCCLT) volun-
teers will help provide support for the garden party at the 
Holmes-Foster Park.  Volunteers will sell tickets, provide 

tour maps, information about the SCCLT, and offer 
homemade goodies, and cold drinks.

 

The Holmes-Foster Park, given to the Borough in 1921, 
“…one of the prettiest grove of trees in State College,” 

provides a starting point for the afternoon and a rest stop 
during the tour.

 

Visitors will enjoy a variety of homes and gardens, stops 
will include:

-         A 1920-21 home built by the State College Hous-
ing Association formed to build and sell homes without 
profit to meet the pressing need for affordable faculty 

housing 

-          A recently restored early 1920s classic red brick 
bungalow

-         A 1923 Tudor Revival stone home and garden with 
a matching slate roofed birdhouse

-         An edible landscape with fruits, veggies, and native 
wildflowers

-         A garden that is organic – fruits, veggies, compos-
ing, and rain barrel

-         A garden of flowering window boxes and contain-
ers

  - And, more!

 

The entire tour covers about 14 blocks and may be 
walked or driven.  The homes and gardens can be toured 

in any order.

 

Submitted by HFNA Co-chairs: Rosalie Bloom-Brooks 
(rbb1@psu.edu) 237-9030 and Chris O’Reilly 238-6593

http://www.schlowlibrary.org
http://www.schlowlibrary.org
mailto:rbb1@psu.edu
mailto:rbb1@psu.edu
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Anonymous
Judith Albrecht and Dennis Gioia
Erica and Keith Anderson
Rich and Kathy Barrickman
John E. and Henrietta H. Baylor
Jeff Brooks and Rosalie Bloom-Brooks
Dorothy and Edward Buss
Donna Conway
Anne Cornell and Tom Houseknecht
Matthew Cox
Tom and Nancy Daubert
Mel DeYoung and Linda Littlet
Mary Dunn
Jon Eich
Joanne Feldman
Barry and Patti Fisher
Judy and Louis Geschwindner
Kevin Gombotz
Elizabeth Goreham
Peg and Don Hambrick
Carla Hass and Blair Hedges
Ernest Hawk
Leonard and Elisabeth Herzog
Ann Hettmansperger
Sue and John Hiester
Clare Hinrichs and Tom Richard
Constance Hitchcock
Donald and Milly Hopkins
Cricket and David Hunter
Jerry Jackson
Peter and Elaine Jurs
James Kenney
Edward and Deborah Klevans
Josh and Sarah Kollat
Theresa and Mark Lafer
Sally Lenker
Bob and Joann Leonard
Arthur and Celeste Lewis
Ae Luloff
Vincent and Lois Lunetta
Irma Magner
Betsy Manlove
Carol McClure
Jacqueline Melander
Carl Mollica
Robert Morris
Marian and Clint Morrison
Gil Morrison
Hugh and Janyce Mose
Lynn and Evan Myers
James and Gloria Rosenberger
Joan T. Richtsmeier and William F. Ryan
Barb and Bob Seibel

Marjorie Seward
Jane Sheeder
Marilyn and Bruce Shobaken
Tom and Carolyn Smith
Jack and Diane Spielvogel
Susan Venegoni-Lestz
Jerry and Jane Wettstone

Grants received:
Centre County Community Foundation, Inc.

Donations from banks mentioned in previous or in 
this newsletter:
Nittany Bank
M & T Bank 

Donations from companies:
Harrisons

Have we inadvertently left you off the list? If so, 
we’re sorry and please let us know.

Michael Owens,!left, Assistant Vice President, 
M&T Bank, presents a $5000 check to Ron Quinn 

for the SCCLT

LIST OF 2009 MONETARY DONORS TO THE 
STATE COLLEGE COMMUNITY LAND TRUST 
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124 East South Hills Ave	 	 $101,000

Single story ranch, three bedrooms, one bathroom, 
deck, one car attached garage, full basement, oil 
forced air heat, central air conditioning.
960 square feet, .25 acre
Included: Refrigerator, Smooth-Top Electric Range/
Oven, Dishwasher, Clothes Washer and Dryer.  
Inclusion of garden shed (10’ x 14’) is negotiable.

106 Easterly Parkway          $105,000 - $113,000

This single story two bedroomed house is close to 
public transportation and is within very easy walking 
distance of State College High School and only two 
blocks from Easterly Parkway Elementary school, 
shopping and PSU's campus and downtown. The 
house has hardwood floors and tiled bathroom. The 
rear yard is fenced in. There is a basement as well.
972 square feet, .15 acre
Features:
* 2 bedrooms	 	 *Oil forced air heat
* 1 bath	 	 * Central a/c

623 Burrowes St.                         $104,750

Three bedrooms, two baths
Heart pine floors downstairs
All appliances included
Has an office and a separate dining room
Private backyard with large shed

WANTED!
☞Borough Houses to Buy☜

We buy Borough Houses at Fair Market Value

The house is rehabbed and brought up to code

ItÕs then sold to a !rst-time income-quali!ed buyer.

Have a house for sale? Call us at
☎ 814-867-0656 ☎
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Yes, I would like to become a member of the State College Commu-
nity Land Trust (SCCLT). Enclosed is my $10 membership fee for the 
current year.

Enclosed is my Donation in the amount of 
�Á  $10
�Á  $25
�Á  $50
�Á  $100
�Á  $250
�Á  other___________________

Yes, I would like to work on the following committee(s):
�Á  Finance
�Á  Marketing and Outreach
�Á Real Estate and Rehabilitation
�Á Fundraising

_____________________________________________
Name/Business or Organization

  _____________________________________________
Address
_____________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code
_____________________________________________
Telephone (Day time and Evening)
_____________________________________________
Email address

SCCLT Membership/Donation Form Do You Know What YOUR Donation 
to the SCCLT Will Allow Us To Do?

$50 - will buy an integrated smoke detector OR it 
will defray the cost of pre and post budget counseling 
for first time homebuyers

$100- will allow volunteers to paint two rooms 
with low VOC paint OR install an energy efficient 
window 

$250 – will allow us to upgrade a new appliance to 
an Energy Star appliance OR offset the cost of legal 
counseling for purchasing a borough home

$500- will ensure one house will be lead-free OR 
provide for an emergency repair fund

$1000- allows upgraded electrical service to meet 
code OR provide for a roof to be replaced

Thank you for your monetary support of safe, up-
graded and affordable housing in the Borough of 
State College. 

The official registration and financial information of 
the State College Community Land Trust, Inc. may be 
obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State 
by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-
0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

State College Community Land Trust
420 West College Ave.
State College, PA 16801
Phone/Fax: 814-867-0656
Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC)
Centre County Council for Human Services

Centre County Housing and Land Trust
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania

National Community Land Trust Network
MEMBER:

mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org

