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I can truly say that our land trust house found us. My
wife Ruth and I met as undergraduates and have alternated degrees, jobs, and reasons to stay in town for the
past ten years. During this time, we bounced around to
several different housing options, and barely looked at
the Borough because all options seemed cost prohibitive. >9
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Strengthening SCCLT Standing Committees
The Board of Directors of the SCCLT is a diverse mix of
volunteers who meet monthly to carry out the mission
of the organization in accordance with our Bylaws and
related regulations.
In addition to their monthly meetings, Board members
volunteer to serve on Committees that focus on specific areas to further the organizational mission and
goals. Board members are joined by a dedicated
group of community members who, based on individual interests or expertise, tirelessly volunteer their time
and efforts to support the work of the SCCLT.
We have special Committees, constituted to address a
specific endeavor or topic. These time-limited committees are appointed as needed and dissolve when
their assigned task is complete.
We have Standing Committees which are ongoing,
meeting more often to enhance and assist in the vital
work of the organization. Our Standing Committees
add to the organization in many ways and are integral
to our growth and success.
During the last quarter of 2015, a review of the Standing Committees was undertaken, and the updated
framework was adopted by the Board of Directors at
the January 2016 meeting.
The goal of this reorganization is to strengthen, enhance, streamline, and energize the Standing Committees, to assign tasks in a manner that fits our current
needs, and to better position ourselves as the organization continues to grow and thrive in the future.
Previously there were seven Standing Committees,
and now there are five, summarized as follows:
1. Executive Committee: Made up of Board Officers,
this committee provides final review of all matters going before the full Board, represents the SCCLT at closings, provides personnel oversight, ensures adherence to policies and regulations, and reviews the
strategic plan.

2. Finance Committee: Provides technical oversight in
financial matters, recommends long term financial initiatives, develops annual budget, and oversees funding applications and renewals.
3. Homeowners Committee: Serves as liaison between homeowners and the Board, recommends policy modifications, coordinates homeowner events, and
works to increase positive outcomes and homeowner
participation.
4. Outreach & Development: Develops coordinated
outreach, marketing, fundraising, and development
initiatives, coordinates Annual Meeting, >6
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NEW BOARD MEMBERS
Suzanne Bruening moved to State College,
Pa in 1989 with her family when her father
accepted a position at PSU. Suzanne is a
graduate from SCASD and holds two degrees from Penn State. Suzanne became a
Land Trust homeowner in April 2012. She
has several part time jobs working with
Autistic individuals in the community and
job settings as well as teaches art at a local
Pre-K/Kindergarten program. Recently, she
has become involved with the Friends and
Farmers Coop as an owner and volunteer.
Suzanne enjoys baking, gardening, and art

Jay Hummer has over thirty years of real estate lending experience. A State College
resident since 1991, Jay is currently Commercial Bank Director, Senior Vice President
at National Penn Bank. He previously held
lending and operational positions with Nittany Bank, PNC Bank, and United Federal
Bank. Jay has served in several capacities
with the Centre County United Way. He is
married to a fellow Penn State graduate and
has one son and a daughter.

The GreenBuild project continues to
grow and advance…see the summer
edition of Welcome Home for updates.
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Helping the SCCLT to celebrate it's 20th anniversary this year is making me notice other milestones. I realized that my land trust house, built
in 1935, turned 80 last year!
As someone who loves history and traditions, I
enjoyed hearing stories about the former owner,
Dr. Hamilton when I moved into the neighborhood. I learned that he had collected antiques,
delivered pies to new neighbors and played his
concertina on the front porch. Because the SCCLT purchased my house from Dr. Hamilton's estate after his passing, I never received one of
those pies, but I have tried to keep that tradition
alive, delivering pies when I can. Then as the
year 2000 dawned, I heard from another former
resident. The invitation to The Atmorays' millennial New Year's party had included a note about
a potluck the next day at my house. When Clem,
a pedal steel player and original member of the
Nairobi Quintet, received the invite he shared it
with his partner Christina. She wrote me a letter
in January, 2000 saying, "I was amazed to see
that the New Year's Day Pot Luck was being held
at your home, the same house into which I was
born in 1939 and lived until age nine." Clem and
Christina had been unable to attend the party,
but she came later that year to meet me and visit
her old home. Christina's parents had owned
Nittany News and her mother, Mrs. Bell, as I knew
her, was a familiar figure in my early years in
State College. It was so charming to see pictures
of Christina in her high chair in my clearly recognizable kitchen, and perched high on the (my!)
fireplace mantel next to her brother. A picture

looking East toward University Drive from the
sidewalk in front of my house shows some houses that are still here, but not a single tree larger
than a sapling. Now, 80 year old trees stand tall
out front and, without another written invitation
being issued, my New Year's Day gathering has
become a tradition. For 16 years, friends old and
new who are in town on New Years Day have visited bringing memories, joy, music, and a potluck dish to this old house. Happy New Year!
Nona Nina

Thank you to all our Amazon Smiles
Shoppers!
Through the Amazon Smiles program the
SCCLT received $95.47 this quarter. Please
sign up today!
SCCLT can receive a donation equal to 0.5%
of the price of most of your purchases.

To register is easy. Go to
www.smile.amazon.com and type State College Community Land Trust in the organization box. Note that any future Amazon purchases need to be made via www.smile.amazon.com in order for SCCLT to receive the
donation. smile.amazon.com has all the same
functionality as Amazon.com. The only difference is that a purchase made on smile.amazon.com nets a donation to the SCCLT.
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deem best for your purpose. Amazingly, you are
halfway done your project.

Doldrum Destroyer
Winter is here and my family is quivering, not
from the cold but from whatever grand idea I
come up with next to spend the time locked indoors. It is my way of fighting the seasonal doldrums that affect so many of us when the days
turn short. If you feel the impacts of the coldest season,
consider taking a few short
steps toward relief by getting
up and doing something easy
yet rewarding.
Sometimes, simply rearranging one’s existing furniture is
enough to recharge one’s batteries and breathe more air
into a stagnant room. Changing throw pillows or the pictures on the walls or displaying a new collection of aromatic candles can give you a
whole new perspective with
little investment. Such small
changes can have big impacts
very quickly. However, if your
winter blues require a bigger
antidote and you are daring enough to tackle a
slightly larger project, here is a project idea that
has few steps and can be accomplished for a
modest amount of investment. It starts with one
full sheet of half-inch plywood sanded smooth
and then painted a color of your choosing. The
color will provide the backdrop for what comes
next. For a project at my office, I picked black for
its contemporary flair. Screw the entire panel
onto your chosen wall at whatever height you

For our project, we simply cut … “simply,” as
though anyone thought it wise to give me access
to the woodworking equipment – have someone
knowledgeable and experienced with using the
equipment do the cutting if you are at all unsure
about how to use it safely! … We simply cut a
pine board into slightly rectangular pieces, sanded and trimmed them, and gave them a routered
outline for that contemporary flavor. The rectangles were then stained with Minwax Gunstock
231 and, once dry, were nailed to the sheet of
plywood. The project is complete and ready for
your finishing touches. Maybe you will want to

paint any exposed wall beneath your panel a
complimentary color. At the very least, you will
find yourself accenting or even rearranging your
furniture. In our project, we added a secondhand
store ladder shelf and lamps for under $30.

What kind of project fits your bill this winter? We
would love to hear about it.
Mary Wilson
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The Volunteer Spirit Is
Alive and Well
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Sharing saw a group of
five volunteers descend on a SCCLT house for sale to
freshen some of the interior walls. Following the rehab of the house the group tackled some of the esthetic aspects of the Walnut St. House, had fun doing
it and was pleased with the results. The dedication
and enthusiasm of our volunteers is always a wonderful thing to be part of and we thank them for their
time, skills and interest in the mission of the land
trust.

Charles Lumpkins channels abstract expressionist
painters as he begins a new wall.

<2 coordinates Newsletter, maintains website, and
investigates grant or other sources of funding.
5. Real Estate & Rehab: Recommends possible
properties for acquisition, assists with property marketing endeavors, oversees volunteer efforts at
properties, and assists with property sales.
Except for the Executive Committee, all Standing
Committees welcome and invite community members to lend us your talents, insights and energy.
Now is a great time to begin!

Brushman extrordinaire Jerry Wettstone cuts in a corner.

Please visit our website at http://
www.scclandtrust.org/contact.html to learn more.
Susan Venegoni
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LIST OF 2015 MONETARY DONORS TO THE
STATE COLLEGE COMMUNITY LAND TRUST
Have we inadvertently left you off the list? If so, we're sorry and please let us know.
Anonymous
Dennis Gioia & Judy Albrecht
Scott Aumiller
Marian U. (Mimi) Barash Coppersmith
Rich and Kathy Barrickman
Jay Bartlett
Mark and Amy Bergstorm
Rosalie Bloom-Brooks
Eric Feigelson and Zoe Boniface
Laura and David Brown
Elinor P. Burns
Dorothy and Edward Buss
Thomas F. and Kristen E. Coombs
Joe Cortazzo
Nancy Crane and Tom Daubert
Cathy and Tom Dauler
Mike and Julia Desmond
Polly Dunn
Joanne Feldman
Sandra K. Stelts and Ronald L. Filippelli
First National Bank
Vicki Fong
Kelleann Foster
Joseph and Margaret French
Carolyn Louise Wilhelm and John H. Golbeck
Gregory Grieco
Stephen W. and Carol B. Grim
Debra and Jim Hager
Don and Cynthia Hahn
Peg and Don Hambrick
Kenneth D. and Irene M. Harpster
Blair Hedges and Carla Hass
Sue and John Hiester
Tom Richard & Clare Hinrichs
Donald and Milly Hopkins
Cricket and David Hunter
Diane Jankura
William L. and Carol B. Joyce
Rich and Sally Kalin
James Kenney
Edward and Deborah Klevans

Josh and Sarah Kollat
Susan and Oliver Koster
Mark and Theresa Lafer
Silvi Lawrence
Sally Lenker
George and Annie Lesieutre
Celeste Lewis
Rita and Charles Lumpkins
Diana Malcolm
Cathie McAndrews
Brian F. McMahon
Robert Morris
Gil and Kim Morrison
Hugh and Janyce Mose
Lynn and Evan Myers
National Penn Bank
Sophie Penney
Leland Glenna and Esther Prins
Donna Queeney
Ron Quinn
Christy and Jim Rambeau
Bill and Judy Ray
Judith and James (Mac) Rayback
Reliance Bank
Frank and Colleen Ritter
David and Meghan Roeshot
James and Gloria Rosenberger
Paul J. and M. Vinnie Scanlon
Marjorie Seward
James and Susan Shincovich
Marilyn and Bruce Shobaken
Thomas F. and Sara H. Songer
Tracy Spalvins
Dolores Taricani
Lisa Turner
United Way
Dan Lestz and Susan Venegoni-Lestz
H. Alan and Marjorie H. Weisel
Patie Wilcox
Ron and Doyle Wilkerson
7

House for Sale
Since all Land Trust houses are in the Borough of State College, all are close to employment, grocery stores, medical offices,
schools and public transportation. Most are
within easy walking or bicycling distance to
Penn State, downtown State College and el-

ementary schools as well as the high school.
Some houses have garages, basements, extra large lots, mature trees and landscaping –
everything that begins to make a house a
home. All are in nice, friendly neighborhoods scattered throughout the borough.

910 Walnut Street Factsheet
$125,000.00
Single family, two-story house located within
walking/biking distance to downtown and campus with one car detached garage, oil/hot water
heat. Appliances included: Refrigerator, Oven,
Dishwasher.
Bedrooms: 3, Bathrooms: 1
Square Feet: 1223
Basement: Unfinished (576 sq. ft.) with Bathroom
Lot size: .22 acre
This is a State College Community Land Trust
(SCCLT) home. The SCCLT provides affordable
housing opportunities to first-time homebuyers in
the borough of State College. Please visit
www.scclandtrust.org for program and income
requirements.
Estimated Costs:
Mortgage Principal & Interest Based on a 4.50%,
30 Year fixed rate loan
$633.36
Homeowners Insurance Annually
Put into escrow monthly
$47.50

Oil

$119.00

Electric, Estimate (Averaged last 12 bills)
$50.00
Water & Sewage, Estimate (Average of last 6
quarterly bills - $150)
$50.00
Refuse, Annually - $313.00 (Pay bi-annually $156.50)
$26.08
TOTAL B
GRAND TOTAL

$245.08
$1,134.94

$480.00;

Real Estate Tax Annually
Put into escrow monthly

$2568.00;
$214.00

Please remember that figures are best guess estimates and do not include:

Land Lease Monthly

$25.00

Telephone, Cable, Internet Service, Home Maintenance, Employment Tax.

TOTAL A

$919.86
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Worth Noting
<1 In 2014 we celebrated the birth of our son, Luke. Our
schedules got busier! Suddenly balancing classes, jobs,
and home life took on a whole new level of difficulty. We
are both fortunate to have work and educational
arrangements that offer flexibility over our schedules. It's
a priority of ours, at least for Luke’s first few years, to
trade off spending time with him through the day.
About this time, as we were wrestling with the impracticality of driving back and forth to downtown several
times a day, our friend Kate Lao Shaffner called with
some sad and exciting news: their family was moving to
Taiwan. She was taking a teaching position at the school
she attended as a child. The thought of being separated
by several thousand miles from good friends was sad,
but another idea crept into the back of my mind. After a
recent visit with the Shaffners, Ruth and I had talked
about how much we loved their house. Of course there
was no way I could ask, at least not in this phone call...
but Kate spared me the trouble by asking me if there
was any chance we’d be interested in their house!
The house is filled with light and many memories of
happy kids. They wanted to know that this would continue and hoped to pass the home to friends. Of course we
needed to be approved as income qualified buyers by
the Borough and the Land Trust, but the idea was so
thrilling we excitedly explored the option.
We’ve been in our new home now for a few months.
Once again laughter, songs, and tiny giggles have filled
the rooms. We’re waiting with great anticipation for the
first big snowfall to test out the backyard sledding hill
with Luke, and mail order seed catalogues are piling up
as we dream about the gardens this spring. The State
College Community Land Trust provides an incredible
opportunity for us to live in the thick of it, to walk or bike
nearly everywhere we go, and engage in the vibrancy of
our community. I can now understand very clearly why
the Shaffners wanted this experience for their friends!
The Parrish-Sauders

Congratulations to one of our homeowners, Mary
Wilson, on becoming the SCCLT's representative to
the Centre County Housing and Land Trust. While
similar to the community land trust, the CCHLT
works throughout all Centre County, with the exception of the borough of State College.
Centre County Housing and Land Trust strengthens
communities through the development and stewardship of permanently affordable homes for people of low- to moderate-income in Centre County,
PA. Want to learn more?- check out their website at
CCHLT.org.

The SCCLT has been providing affordable homes
for State College Borough residents for 20 years.
Town and Gown Magazine, published by Barash
Media, has been supporting State College nonprofits like the SCCLT for 50 years! Happy anniversary,
Town and Gown!.
SCCLT would like to welcome our newest families to
the neighborhood. The Berkheimer, Sauder and Hall
families all became SCCLT homeowners this fall. If
you see them around, bid them hello.

New Website!
Be sure to check out our completely re-designed website at www.scclandtrust.org.
This has been a project of our marketing
committee with Vicki Fong as the chief
computer genius and website creator. We
think you'll like the website's crisp appearance and we'll add more photos and articles as events unfold and develop. Let us
know what you think!

CHECK OUT THE SCCLT PAGE ON
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State College Community Land Trust
1315 South Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone/Fax: 814-867-0656
Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org
Return Service Requested

MEMBER:
SCCLT MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM

A monetary donation qualifies you as a member.
Enclosed is my donation in the amount of
☐ $10 ☐ $25 ☐ $50 ☐ $100 ☐ $250 ☐ other________________
Yes, I would like to work on the following committee(s):
☐ Finance
☐ Marketing and Outreach
☐ Real Estate and Rehabilitation ☐ Fundraising
Name/Business or Organization

____________________________________________________
Address

___________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code

____________________________ ______________________
Email address

☐ I/we wish to remain anonymous ☐ Include my/our names in appropriate
publications and publicly recognize us as:
____________________________________________________________________

For Office Use:
Check #__________ Date____/____/____ $______.____
Posted ___/___/____ New ☐ Cont. ☐ Ltr ___/___/____

Do You Know What YOUR Donation to
the SCCLT Will Allow Us To Do?
$50 - will buy an integrated smoke detector OR it will
defray the cost of pre and post budget counseling for
first time homebuyers
$100-will allow volunteers to paint two rooms with
low VOC paint OR install an energy efficient window

___________________________________________________

Telephone (Daytime and Evening)

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC)
CCAR / Centre County Association of Realtors
Centre County Council for Human Services
Centre County Housing and Land Trust
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania
Centre County Affordable Housing Coalition
National Community Land Trust Network
Centre County United Way

2/16

$250 – will allow us to upgrade a new appliance to
an Energy Star appliance OR offset the cost of legal
counseling for purchasing a borough home
$500-will ensure one house will be lead-free OR
provide for an emergency repair fund
$1000-allows upgraded electrical service to meet
code OR provide for a roof to be replaced
Thank you for your monetary support of safe, upgraded and affordable housing in the Borough of State
College.
State College Community Land Trust, Inc. is a 501(c)3 organization under the Internal Revenue Code. The official registration and
financial information of the State College Community Land Trust,
Inc. may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by
calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration
does not imply endorsement.

Send to:
State College Community Land Trust
1315 South Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
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