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TO OUR NEWEST HOMEOWNERS:
 

DENISE & FAMILY
JENNIFER & FAMILY

DAVID & LUCIE

Coming Soon: 129 Sunrise Terrace
We closed on our newest acquisition on February 25th. Follow our 
progress as we prepare this home for a new owner this spring.



Thank you very much for the opportunity to serve as the new SCCLT president. It is a great honor, and I have 

big shoes to fill after the amazing leadership of Susan Venegoni. I eagerly look forward to working with 

everyone -- the board, staff, volunteers, and supporters -- to continue our significant progress in expanding 

affordable homeownership in the Borough of State College.  

 

There is still much more work to be done. Town & Gown Magazine noted recently that in the greater State 

College area, the median price of homes listed from January to September 2018 was $324,900, according 

to Centre County Realtors group. That’s a 5.2 percent increase over the same period in 2017, when the 

median was $308,800. That is mind-boggling, and there is no sign of slowing down.

 

My husband, Greg, and I started our journey to homeownership in the mid-1980s. The target price: $50,000. 

Our patient search led us to every corner of Centre County: Bellefonte, Smullton, Benner Township.  Finally, 

we found a ranch home in the Borough of State College that we could afford: small bedrooms, no 

basement, no attic, oil heat, whole house fan, and a carport with a crumbling driveway. But it was close to 

work, shopping, and cultural activities. We saved money and renovated the kitchen and the only bathroom.

 

But five years later and a new baby, we purchased a ranch house in the Borough with a price tag of nearly 

$90,000. Again, it was a small 2-bedroom house with half-basement and attic. Eventually, we installed a 

major addition, nearly doubling the space. Over the past decades, many of our retired neighbors sold their 

homes to younger families. We love being the older generation and becoming friends with all the young 

children next door and their pets.

 

However, I recently realized that we could not afford to buy a house on our own street today, given soaring 

prices.  Houses on our street have sold anywhere in recent years from $250,000 (fixer-uppers) to over 

$400,000!  This trend illustrates the importance of the work being done by SCCLT to help promising 

homeowners now and to preserve Borough homes for families. Such a competitive market can discourage 

professional individuals, couples, and families from living in the Borough, but we must continue to recruit and 

retain low/moderate and middle-income residents in order to keep our neighborhoods diverse and strong.

 

We thank you for your dedication and support of the current 43 homeowners who are part of the State 

College Community Land Trust. 2019 promises to be another busy, productive year. Check out our latest 

news on the website, Facebook and Twitter, as well as our newsletters and email updates, and thank you 

again for the opportunity to continue serving this great organization.

 

Cheers,

Vicki Fong

FROM THE (NEW) PRESIDENT
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VICKI FONG

https://www.facebook.com/StateCollegeCommunityLandTrust/


 

 

Stuff.

You start to accumulate “stuff” before you are born. At the end of your life, you redistribute it, or someone 

else does. Now that my Mom is in assisted living near me, my brother and sister-in-law have prepared her 

home in Florida for sale. They spent a week packing up most of the small items for charity, setting aside those 

that family members want, and leaving a few to stage the house. During the process, they kept in touch by 

text message and photographs.

 

Mom no longer has any attachment to the “stuff” in her house. The only thing she longs for is Florida weather. 

I’m hoping that we’ll be able to enjoy Spring and Summer in State College together. It’s now the only way that 

I can give her the weather she craves.

 

I do have an attachment to things in Mom’s house. I am the sibling who spent the most time there, and I am a 

storyteller who likes to preserve and share family history. At the same time, I am fascinated by stories of 

people who are learning to live without so many possessions. I like to hear about those who choose to live in 

tiny houses, carefully editing their belongings to fit their home. I follow a series about “tidying”, where people 

get rid of things to make more room for the life they want going forward.

 

 

 

 

Mom’s. I decided to happily let go of anything that I didn’t remember to tell my brother and sister-in-law to 

keep during their week of work. Oh!  I sent a text at 3 A.M on their last night in Florida.  My sleeping brain 

suddenly remembered a sewing basket I made for Mom when I was nineteen.  I gathered honeysuckle and 

coralberry vines from the roadside, prepared them and wove the basket.  Removed from a charity box, it’s 

been saved to tell the story of a time when life went by more slowly.

 

A word from Nona Nina
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NINA FELLIN

I’ve been inspired to begin thinking 

clearly about what I keep around me in 

my home and what I want to add from

PROPERTY UPDATE: 1 123 Oneida Street
Almost s year after we first purchased this gem, this home was ready for its new owner

This house underwent a significant amount of 
rehab ahead of being sold in February, mostly 
on the interior.

A new, safer set of 
stairs was installed as 
part of this rehab.

New drywall in the upper bedrooms 
created more space.



    The Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) is a vital funding source for our program, our homeowners, and for 

affordable housing nationwide. But, what is it? More importantly, if you already own your home, why should 

you care about current proposed changes to this program? Passed in 1977 the CRA sought to encourage 

banks to meet the needs of borrowers in all segments of their communities, including low- and moderate-

income neighborhoods. As a result of the CRA, federal regulators evaluate the record of each financial 

institution that receives Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) insurance, and take this information 

into consideration when approving applications for new bank branches or for mergers or acquisitions

 

    CRA activities include providing lending products to low- and moderate-income households and supporting 

organizations and initiatives that serve that population, with a strong emphasis on providing affordable 

housing. Funding that SCCLT receives from area banks allows us to acquire and rehab homes that are then 

sold to low- and moderate-income individuals and families. 

 

    The CRA has undergone many changes since its inception 42 years ago, and this current era is no different. 

The Office of the Comptroller of the Currency announced in August, 2018 that it was looking to “modernize” 

the CRA. No one knows yet what changes regulators will make to the CRA this time around. Regulators are 

currently reviewing public comments submitted at the end of last year, and a proposed ruling could be 

announced by the end of this year. In recognition of the CRA, we wanted to highlight some of the terrific work 

accomplished through the CRA right here in the Centre Region, and to hear directly from local banks about 

ways they invest in our community.
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PSU Center for Sustainability will help slow 

storm water runoff. The ACE Junto from 

the Leadership Centre County class of 

2018 provided each home with a mobile 

raised garden bed, complete with plants, 

tools and recipe books. 

CRA: 

    “JSSB has a long-standing dedication to Community Reinvestment Act 

(CRA) outreach and has a particular interest in affordable housing. The bank 

helps many CRA-qualified borrowers of all income levels become 

homeowners, often through the SCCLT. Carrie Campbell is a lender in the 

JSSB State College branch and works closely with the SCCLT to advise them 

and the borrowers on the lending process. Carrie has been recognized as a 

Top Originator of PHFA mortgages. PHFA provides the mortgages for safe, 

Jill Morrissey, Compliance Officer Penns Woods Bancorp/Jersey Shore State Bank

decent, and affordable homes for people of low-to-moderate income and those with special housing needs 

with minimal down payment.

 

    The bank is affiliated with many local, state, and federal agencies to give borrowers the best lending 

experience possible. For example, JSSB is #1 ranked in the state for the PHFA HOMEstead loans, which is a 

program that helps CRA-qualified (income-limit) borrowers with a no-interest, second mortgage loan 

between $1,000 and $10,000 as down payment and closing cost assistance. HOMEstead loans are forgiven 

at 20% per year over five years, which further helps the borrowers with their dream of homeownership. JSSB 

is proud to be part of these programs and their CRA goals.”
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WHAT IS IT?

have access to larger scale programs for affordable housing such as Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency 
(PHFA), Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh’s first front door program and rural housing, these programs leave 
additional areas of opportunity for affordable housing. Our engagement in the community provides a local 
community perspective that is personal for Kish Bank by creating opportunities that are uniquely flexible and can 
be tailored to address individual needs for housing.”

R o b  S u n d a y ,  V P / C o m p l i a n c e  O f f i c e r ,  K i s h  B a n k

“At Reliance Bank, we believe every community should have access to safe 

and affordable housing. Throughout our nearly eighty years as an 

independent, community-focused financial institution, we have been 

committed to helping first-time home buyer families achieve their goal of 

H. Barton "Buddy" Hann, Senior Vice President, Reliance Bank

PROPERTY UPDATE:  1 160  South  Ather ton  St reet
Prel iminary work started in January,  the f i rst  home in our Energy+ Pi lot Program

Energy Auditors from Envinity evaluating the 
home on January 21.

SCCLT volunteers showed up en mass on February 9 to give this 
home a once over, de-cluttering in preparation for future work.

    “We are proud to call Central Pennsylvania home, and we have a vested 
interest in meeting the needs of the community, including affordable housing. We 
take leadership roles in the many organizations that focus on the housing needs 
of the community, such as Habitat for Humanity, Huntingdon Housing Authority, 
Blueprint Communities, and the Builders Association of Central PA. Although we 

homeownership. By partnering with the SCCLT - as well as other local, state and federal agencies 

providing down payment and closing cost assistance - we are able to assist families in obtaining 

resources to help them overcome the financial barriers involved with the first-time home buying process.”
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    One of SCCLT's most stalwart supporters, Dr. Edward G. Buss, a retired poultry 

geneticist, spent some time on a recent chilly morning with our Executive Director 

Colleen Ritter. Ed, who is originally from Kansas, and his wife Dorothy came to 

State College in the mid 1950s when Ed was hired at the university. They bought 

their home on Garner Street in 1956 and remained there, raising two children, 

until they moved into Foxdale Village four years ago. While working as a Penn 

State professor until 1986, he worked "7 days a week,” but became more involved 

in the community when he retired at age 65. In addition to SCCLT, Ed and 

Dorothy lent their support to The International Hospitality Council, Schlow Library, 

WPSU and the Centre County Democratic Party. Dorothy passed away 2 years 
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Supporter Spotlight: Edward Buss

ago, but Ed remains an active community member to this day.

    Of his reasons for supporting the SCCLT, Mr. Buss states, "it is a way of assisting those who want to live 

in State College but have limited financial resources. It is a way of promoting the welcoming atmosphere 

of the community." Mr. Buss also intones that SCCLT is great for families, as their children can walk to the 

neighborhood schools and downtown activities.

SCCLT homeowners participated in a panel about their homes' 
energy journeys at our Annual Meeting  held at the New Leaf 
Initiative on January 16. 



Amazon Smiles
Anonymous (8)

Mimi Barash Coppersmith
Rich and Kathy Barrickman
Mark and Amy Bergstrom

Rosalie Bloom-Brooks
Eric Feigelson and Zoe Boniface

Laura and David Brown
Susan and Anthony Buda

Elinor P.  Burns
Edward Buss

The Centre Foundation
Katsu Muramoto & Anna Childe

James Levin and Andrea Commaker
Donna Conway

Tom Houseknecht & Anne Cornell
Douglas and Clare Cowen

Nancy Crane and Tom Daubert
Polly Dunn

Rachel Fawcett
Dennis  Fetzer

Sandra K. Stelts and Ronald L. Filippelli
Nick Lingenfelter and First National 

Bank
Barry and Patti Fisher

Greg Grieco and Vicki Fong
Lara Fowler

John and Marilyn Furry
Mary Ann Lucas and Steve Garban

Eric Boeldt and Anita Genger
Michael and Stephanie Girouard and 

Homes2Vu
Robert and Ann Graves

David Grow and BB&T Bank
Don and Cynthia Hahn
Peg and Don Hambrick

Kenneth D. and Irene M. Harpster
Blair Hedges and Carla Hass

 
 

Ann and Thomas Hettmansperger
Tom Richard and Clare Hinrichs

Donald and Milly Hopkins
Carrie Durward and Peter Howe

Jay and Trish Hummer
Lisa Iulo

Loretta and David Jeffreys
Laird and Svitlana Jones

William L. and Carol B. Joyce
Rich and Sally Kalin

Colleen Kennedy
Suzanne Kerlin

Elizabeth Kirchner
Edward and Deborah Klevans

Denise and Steve Kochersperger
Nadine Kofman

Josh and Sarah Kollat
Mark and Theresa Lafer

Jim Nolan and Rocky Landers Landers
Sam and Ruth Lestz

Celeste Lewis
Erik Loss

M&T Charitable Foundation
Diana Malcolm

Lori McTavish and Penn State Federal 
Credit Union

Rebecca and Vilmos Misangyi
Bunny Moon

Marolyn Morford
Hugh and Janyce Mose

Steven Mower
Lynn and Evan Myers

Bruce Fleischer and Heidi Nicholas
Nittany Valley Chapter of the 

Embroiderer's Guild of America
Mary and Robert Noll

Joseph and Marian OLeary
 
 

Barbara Palmer
Marcia Perdew

Leland Glenna and Esther Prins
Nick Kerlin and Donna Queeney

Judith and Mac Rayback
Mark Morrison and Laura Reed-

Morrisson
Larry Saylor and Reliance Bank

Frank and Colleen Ritter
Harriet Rosenberg

James and Gloria Rosenberger
Paul J. and M. Vinnie Scanlon
Mary Ann and Jack Schreck
David and Elaine Schuckers

James and Susan Shincovich
Marilyn and Bruce Shobaken

Judith and Scott Smelter
Stephen and Michelle Smith
David and Kathryn Snowe

Thomas F. and Sara H. Songer
Suzan Spalvins
Tracy Spalvins
Mary Lou Swan

Andrea Mastro and William Taylor
Jay Meashy and The Greek Restaurant

Hoben and Patricia Thomas
Susan Thompson

Steve and Joan Turns
Centre County United Way

JoAnn Vautour
Dan Lestz and Susan Venegoni Lestz

Morgan Wasikonis
Mary Watson

H. Alan and Marjorie H. Weisel
Jerry and Jane Wettstone

Claudia Wilson
Mary and Mark Wilson

Thomas Yuhas
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2018 DONORS
Our success is because of you!



State College Community Land Trust

1315 S. Allen St., Suite 306

State College, PA 16801

Phone: 814-867-0656

Email: director@scclandtrust.org

www.scclandtrust.org

Return Service Requested

Your Gift to SCCLT Supports:

$50 - Integrated smoke detector
 

$100 - Two rooms with low VOC 

paint 
 

$250 - Home energy audit 
 

$500 - New, energy efficient, lead 

free window
 

$1000 - Upgrade electrical service 

OR roof/utility repair
 

$5000+ - Down payment towards 

adding a new home to the trust

The State College Community Land Trust, Inc. is a 

501 (c) 3 organization under the Internal Revenue 

Code. Its official registration and financial 

information may be obtained from the PA Dept. of 

State at 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not 

imply endorsement.

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC)

Centre County Council for Human Services

Centre County Housing and Land Trust

Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania

Centre County Affordable Housing Coalition

Centre County United Way

Grounded Solutions Network

SCCLT MEMBERSHIP/ DONATION FORM
A donation qualifies you as a member

    $250              $100              $50             $25              other _______

Name / Business or Organization
 
Address
 
City, State, Zip Code
 
Telephone (Daytime / Evening)                     Email Address
 
     I/We wish to remain anonymous
     Include my/our names in appropriate publicity

03/2019


