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FROM THE PRESIDENT
VICKI FONG
The COVID pandemic keenly demonstrated the importance of affordable housing as a safe haven
for residents of all ages across our nation. Many homeowners faced losing their jobs or business
income, and possible default on their mortgages.

When Covid-related shutdowns and layoffs began in early 2020, the SCCLT staff swung into action
to regularly share information on the latest COVID assistance programs to its households. Several
homeowners experienced job layoffs or reduced hours. Others were essential workers and had to
leave home each day, masked and scared. Executive Director Colleen Ritter and Anna
Kochersperger, outreach/marketing coordinator, set up a remote system to meet with potential
applicants, check in with homeowners and volunteers, and continue their work.

As the U.S. reopens this summer, it is clear that our mission of enabling affordable homeownership
succeeded at the highest level. SCCLT houses stood firm as safe havens for their families during the
dual health and economic crises. For the most part, our homeowners and families rode out the
economic storm, aided by the lower costs of their housing and COVID assistance benefits.

For 25 years, State College Community Land Trust houses have provided shelter for 73 households,
comprised of 119 adults and 108 children. Over 70 percent of land trust homeowners go on to
purchase market-rate homes after an average occupancy term of nearly 8 years, which is on-par
with the average for market rate homeowners.

In 25 years, the Land Trust has created 51 forever homes in at least half a dozen borough
neighborhoods. Preserved are 9 acres of land and 63,000 square feet of permanently affordable
housing.

We could not have accomplished so much without your support. We thank you from the bottom of
our hearts. But more still needs to be done. Affordable housing remains scarce in our region, and
demand is increasing as home prices continue to rise faster than wages. SCCLT is ready to lead the
way for the next 25 years!
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THE JOYS OF HOME
A Photo Essay By SCCLT
Homeowners
To

celebrate

our

25th

anniversary,

we

are

reflecting

on

all

the

ways,

big

and

small,

that

homeownership improved our lives over the past year and a half. We asked SCCLT homeowners
to show us something they gained in the last year, at least in-part because of their land trust
home. As you can see in these images, some homeowners spent the last year reconfiguring their
spaces, some discovered nature right in their backyards, some gained new family members; furry,
feathered and human, and some homeowners used this time to gain new skills. We look forward
to continuing to grow a community of successful homeowners in forever homes. You can see the
essay full sized, and in color on our website at

JULY

2021

/

VOL

scclandtrust.org/joys-of-home.

XXI

/

ISSUE

2

/

PAGE

3

Property Updates
328 Westerly Parkway
This property is SCCLT's 50th home. Located at the corner
of Oneida St. and Westerly Parkway is nearing completion
and will be ready for a new owner by the end of August.
Located near several other land trust homes and walkable
to both Easterly Parkway
Elementary and the State
College Area High School,
this would be a great family
home. Beautiful hardwood
floors were unearthed
during the renovation.

1140 Old Boalsburg Road
Renovations will begin at this
home in August, and the
home will be ready for sale
sometime this fall.

In April, a group of Penn
State Students from PSU
Homecoming helped to
complete spring yard cleanup at this property to help
keep the exterior looking neat while the Borough Rehab manager
and SCCLT's Executive Director could develop renovation plans.

Joint Collaboration on Old Boalsburg Road Townhomes
Representatives from SCCLT and The HOME Foundation (THF) have been meeting with a Solar Decathalon
team from Penn State and members of Envinity, Inc. to develop plans for this property. SCCLT will own the
land, and THF will own the building and improvements and will manage the units.

Renderings by 2021 PSU Solar Decathalon Team
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Property Updates, Cont.
407 Orlando Ave.
Renovations are nearly complete and this home will be sold to
new owners at the end of July. SCCLT held an open house at
this home on June 12, the first-time the organization had
gathered in-person since early 2020. Committee members
lightly staged the home with furnishings lent by HomeGoods in
State College, and attendees enjoyed SCCLT themed
cupcakes and some of Nina Fellin's famous springerle cookies.
Board and committee members and volunteers were in
attendance in addition to the new homeowners, existing
Attendees gather at the entrance to the open house

SCCLT homeowners and neighbors.

at Orlando Avenue on June 12

Attendees enjoying furniture provided by HomeGoods

Attendees chatting in the backyard during the open house

Children playing in the yard during the open house

SCCLT themed cupcakes and Nina's famous
springerle cookies

Coming Soon!
SCCLT's Real Estate and Rehab Committee has been
very active this summer, viewing and making offers on 3
houses in June. SCCLT has been fortunate to be
contacted by several home-sellers who wanted to turn
their houses into forever homes. Information on these
newest properties will be available after the closings
take place later this summer and fall.
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SCCLT THANKS YOU!
WE ARE GRATEFUL TO MANY INDIVIDUALS AND
ORGANIZATIONS FOR OUR SUCCESS THUS FAR THIS YEAR

CENTRE GIVES DONORS
Thank you to the 87 people who supported us during this
year's Centre Gives. We were so encouraged by the huge
outpouring of support for permanently affordable housing
and forever homes that took place. This was our most
successful Centre Gives yet. $12,351.12 was raised for our
organization, which we will use to continue buying,
rehabbing and preserving housing of all types for
residents of our community. Thank you for your support, it
was a wonderful vote of confidence in our 25th year!

ROSE COLOGNE VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR, POLLY DUNN
Polly assists SCCLT to create more permanently
affordable homes through her service on the
Real Estate and Rehabilitation Committee, as
Chair of the Outreach and Development
Committee, and as a member of the Board of
Directors. In addition to her leadership in these
roles, Polly is always present for essential
hands-on work, such as spring cleaning a new
home, photographing SCCLT events and
homeowners, and welcoming open house
Polly accepting her award in front of 407

attendees. Thank you, Polly!

Orlando Ave.

PNC BANK FOUNDATION

HOMEGOODS

Thank you to the PNC Bank Foundation for providing
a grant to SCCLT to help with the transition to

Thank you to HomeGoods in State College for

HomeKeeper, a digital portfolio management tool

lending SCCLT furniture to stage 407 Orlando for the

specifically designed for community land trusts.

open house.
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SCCLT NEWS

SCCLT got new real estate signs this spring. With
so many houses under development, these signs
will help increase visibility to potential buyers.

State College Community Land Trust
1315 S. Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone: 814-867-0656
Follow us:

At the June State College borough council meeting, SCCLT

@StateCollegeCommunityLandTrust

was presented with this proclamation celebrating SCCLT's 25

@SCCommLandTrust

years of creating forever homes.

@statecollegelandtrust

Board of Directors
Vicki Fong, President
Derek Canova
Eric Haffner, Vice President
Joe Cortazzo
Iyun Osagie, Secretary
Polly Dunn
Jay Hummer, Treasurer
Peter Kemper
David Brown
Jennifer Stahl
Suzanne Bruening
Lorie Waters

In early June SCCLT received the good news that our

Staff
Colleen Ritter, Executive Director
Anna Kochersperger,
Outreach and Development Coordinator

application for 2021 Pennsylvania Housing Affordability
and Rehabilitation Enhancement (PHARE) funds was
awarded. SCCLT was awarded $50,000 which will be
used to rehabilitate at least 3 homes.
JULY

2021

/

VOL

XXI

/

ISSUE

2

/

PAGE

7

State College Community Land Trust
1315 S. Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone: 814-867-0656
Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org
Return Service Requested

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC)
Centre County Council for Human Services
Centre County Housing and Land Trust
Centre County Affordable Housing Coalition
Centre County United Way
Community Diversity Group
Grounded Solutions Network
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania

SCCLT MEMBERSHIP/ DONATION FORM
Your Gift to SCCLT Supports:

A donation qualifies you as a member

$50 - Integrated smoke detector

$250

$100

$50

$25

other _______

$100 - Two rooms with low VOC
paint

Name / Business or Organization

$250 - Home energy audit

Address

$500 - New, energy efficient, lead
free window

City, State, Zip Code

$1000 - Upgrade electrical service
OR roof/utility repair

Telephone (Daytime / Evening)

Email Address

$5000+ - Down payment towards
adding a new home to the trust

I/We wish to remain anonymous
Include my/our names in appropriate publicity
07/2021

The State College Community Land Trust, Inc. is a
501 (c) 3 organization under the Internal Revenue
Code. Its official registration and financial
information may be obtained from the PA Dept. of
State at 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not
imply endorsement.

