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Still Celebrating

25 YEARS

FROM THE PRESIDENT
VICKI FONG

As we come to the final quarter of 2021 and the second year of the COVID-19 pandemic, I quietly reflect on
what we have endured locally. Our lives have been dramatically changed forever in many ways. However, our
entire community has given so much to lift up everyone in economic, physical and mental distress. You inspire
us to dig deeper every day and keep doing more because the need continues to be great as is the potential
for positive impact.

I’d like to share some stories from some of our SCCLT homeowners about the impact of our program:

"In 2008, I lost a great deal of my savings that were invested in real estate. After 15 years of living with
others, I learned a lot, but still wanted a place of my own. I first learned of the SCCLT when I lived with
my elderly father who was a great supporter of the program. Before he passed away recently, he was so
proud and delighted that I had become an owner of one of the Land Trust homes."

"I was given a budgeting and homebuying class. It was helpful to get my finances in order. When I
prepared for the purchase, I was assigned an attorney at MidPenn Legal Services to explain the land
lease. I felt very cared for and informed by this service. The Borough provided mortgage assistance by
loaning me the closing costs, which made the sale feasible. All of these different agencies converged to
support me becoming a homeowner. For me, it created a great sense of community. I feel more invested
in my community and in helping others."

For 25 years SCCLT has continued to preserve and sell forever homes to essential workers and their families
to live, work, and play. We are proud to sustain longtime neighborhoods and the Borough as a strong
foundation of the Centre Region and Centre County. We are truly thankful for your generosity and
commitment to SCCLT.
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25 YEARS, 50 HOMES, 75 FAMILIES!
SCCLT Celebrates Multiple Milestones
Four days after selling our 50th home to our
75th household, the homebuyers, homesellers,
and community gathered at home #50 to
dedicate a commemorative address plaque.
Designed by the family that sold the home
and crafted by local artisans, the plaque
features imagery from the sellers' family
history in Centre County (dating back to the
late 1700's!) and is crafted from wood
salvaged from the State College Diner.
Lots of history and community effort were
invested in this home, this plaque, and to
creating another first-time homebuyer
household in our community. Cheers to 25
years, 50 homes, 75 households and counting!
Many thanks to Holly Foy of the Potter's Guild
of the Art Alliance of Central PA, Gil Morrison
and Joe Kunst for adapting the homesellers'
design into this commemorative address
plaque.

Nona Nina baked 50 of her famous springerle
cookies to commemorate the moment, and shared
some thoughts about the significance of that
number:

"50 is a lot of cookies! When I
bought my house, there would
only have been 2 cookies in the
basket!"
50 homes
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Property Updates
Newest Addition; 1360 Old Boalsburg Road
Just a few days after purchasing this property SCCLT hosted an
enthusiastic team of volunteers from West Penn Power for the
Centre County United Way's annual Day of Caring. The team from
West Penn Power performed a
herculean fall yard clean-up to help
the home look its best as it
undergoes inspections and waits for
work to begin. Sue Paterno even
came out to keep everyone on task!
Renovations will begin at this home
by the end of the year, with a sale to
take place in mid-2022.

1021 S. Atherton Street
SCCLT purchased this home, its 52nd, in August. This marks
the 7th home the land trust has purchased that is part of
this

development of post-war brick
duplexes located around the
intersection of S. Atherton St.
and Westerly Parkway.

Work will begin at this house
by the end of this year, and
the home will be available
for

sale in the Spring of

2022.

1140 Old Boalsburg Road
Volunteers from the Penn State Press lent their yard
clean-up skills at this property for Day of Caring on
October 7. Renovations are nearing completion,
including the design and installation of a new
kitchen, and a new
roof.

Renovations should
be completed soon,
and the prospective
buyers will hopefully
be able to move in by
the end of the year.
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1505 & 1507 University Drive
In September SCCLT found out that the State
College/Downtown Rotary Club selected SCCLT's
proposal to add decks to this duplex as recipient of
their Club District Grant for the current year.

SCCLT staff and the Real Estate and Rehab
Committee continue to develop the final scope of
work for this project but feel elated that rear decks will
be included for these homes on this busy street, to
provide quiet outdoor space for the eventual
homeowners.

Welcome New Homeowners!

SCCLT welcomed the program's 49th and 50th homeowners, respectively in July and October. Welcome new neighbors!

SCCLT Granted Inaugural CASH Funding from Centre County
Government for Home Rehabs
In September SCCLT was notified that they, along with the Centre
County Housing & Land Trust and Habitat for Humanity of Greater
Centre County were selected to be the inagural recipients of
Centre County Government's CASH Grant Program. The CASH
Grant Program is funded by Act 137 funds.

Eligible activities under the grant program include construction of
new rental and owner-occupied housing, acquisition and
rehabilitation of housing units for re-sale or to rent. SCCLT will use
these funds to complete renovations on 5 homes currently under
development in the Borough.
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SSCCCCLLTT NNEEWWSS
NEW PARTNERSHIP

BANK THANKS
Area banks are invaluable partners in the
creation of new homeowners and homes. The
following banks have recently provided
SCCLT with support.

SCCLT is proud to be a part of a cohort of area nonprofits who will
have the opportunity to improve their financial sustainability.
Through a partnership with the Centre Foundation and the Network
for Good 13 nonprofits will enroll in Jumpstart, an immersive
yearlong fundraising capacity building program. Beginning in
October, fifteen participating organizations will receive integrated
tools, planning guidance, and one-on-one coaching to help sustain
and grow their programs. Over 3,500 nonprofits across the country
have already benefited from the Jumpstart Program.

FUNDRAISER SUCCESS

The M&T Charitable Foundation provides

On Wednesday, October 6

guarunteeing staff enough time and

Wings Over Happy Valley

resources to meet with prospective

hosted a fundraiser for SCCLT

homeowners and helping to complete

at their location in the

necessary repairs to homes under

SCCLT with essential program support,

Hamilton Shopping Plaza.

development.

Supporters of SCCLT and community members were able to order
wings for pickup or delivery as a way to support SCCLT. At least 25
orders were placed in support of SCCLT. Thank you everyone who
participated!

LOCAL ORGS FUEL DAY OF CARING
After a year hiatus of
Day of Caring, the
event returned on
Oct. 7 and SCCLT
had two project sites. Teams from
West Penn Power and Penn State Press
performed fall yard maintenance at
two SCCLT homes under development.
Volunteers were kept hale and hearty
by boxed lunches donated by Honey

with funds to complete needed work at

Baked Ham, Co. on S. Atherton St.,

several homes under development this

and volunteers from SCCLT's Real

autumn. Additionally, Reliance Bank is an

Estate and Rehab Committee, Sue

essential lending partner, providing many

Hiester and Peg Hambrick kept the

SCCLT homebuyers with mortgages.

volunteers on task.
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SCCLT NEWS
SCCLT WELCOMES NEW TEAM MEMBERS
SCCLT welcomed two new people at the start of the Fall,
2021 semester through partnerships with Penn State Law
and the Federal Work Study Office at PSU. Jeremiah Parlock
joined the SCCLT Board of Directors as a non-voting
member. Jeremiah is a 2nd year J.D. and part of the Leading
Lawyers program here at Penn State.

Laila Hosni is a senior majoring in Finance. She will be with
SCCLT as a work study student through the spring of 2022.
Says Laila, "With housing being the largest expense for most
families, I am glad to be a part of an organization that helps
first-time homebuyers by providing affordable housing."

From left to right: Laila Hosni and Jeremiah Parlock are new faces
at SCCLT

SCCLT MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE RAMPS UP EFFORTS
Nearly one year ago, in early 2021, the SCCLT Board formed a Homeowner Maintenance Committee to address
unforeseen issues that come up in SCCLT homes, and to also explore how best to support SCCLT homeowners in
maintaining their homes as SCCLT grows. Now at 25 years old, and comprised of 54 homes and growing, SCCLT
recognizes that the long-term maintenance of a portfolio of homes of varied ages, styles and materials is a larger job
than it was in the early days. While home maintenance is the responsibilty of each homebuyer, the land trust has a stake
in ensuring the ongoing positive condition of homes in the program. In July the Maintenance committee administered a
survey to SCCLT homeowners to assess how they feel about the conditions of their homes, and what resources and
information would be helpful.
In addition to questions about the age of their homes and about any repairs or updates they had made, homeowners
were asked how long they intend to stay in their homes, where they find information about performing regular
maintenance and repairs, what concerns, if any, they have about their homes, and what dreams they have for their
homes. The maintenance committee will continue its work over the coming months to incorportate the feedback from
the survey into supportive policies and prodedures.

State College Community Land Trust
1315 S. Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone: 814-867-0656
Follow us:
@StateCollegeCommunityLandTrust
@SCCommLandTrust

@statecollegelandtrust

Board of Directors
Vicki Fong, President
Joe Cortazzo
Eric Haffner, Vice President
Polly Dunn
Jay Hummer, Treasurer
Peter Kemper
David Brown
Jennifer Stahl
Suzanne Bruening
Lorie Waters
Derek Canova

Clockwise from left: SCCLT
homeowners indicated a desire to
communicate with eachother, so a

Staff
Colleen Ritter, Executive Director
Anna Kochersperger,
Outreach and Development Coordinator

private group for homeowners was
started on Facebook. Above: A
question and responses from the
homeowner maintenance survey.
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State College Community Land Trust
1315 S. Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone: 814-867-0656
Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org
Return Service Requested

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC)
Centre County Council for Human Services
Centre County Housing and Land Trust
Centre County Affordable Housing Coalition
Centre County United Way
Community Diversity Group
Grounded Solutions Network
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania

SCCLT MEMBERSHIP/ DONATION FORM
Your Gift to SCCLT Supports:

A donation qualifies you as a member

$50 - Integrated smoke detector

$250

$100

$50

$25

other _______

$100 - Two rooms with low VOC
paint

Name / Business or Organization

$250 - Home energy audit

Address

$500 - New, energy efficient, lead
free window

City, State, Zip Code

$1000 - Upgrade electrical service
OR roof/utility repair

Telephone (Daytime / Evening)

$5000+ - Down payment towards
adding a new home to the trust

Email Address

I/We wish to remain anonymous
Include my/our names in appropriate publicity
11/2021

The State College Community Land Trust, Inc. is a
501 (c) 3 organization under the Internal Revenue
Code. Its official registration and financial
information may be obtained from the PA Dept. of
State at 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not
imply endorsement.

