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New Face
Anna Kochersperger joins
SCCLT. See page 4.

GreenBuild
Update on this exciting
project on page 5.

OCT 2015

Two Decades in
Photos
A look back; pages 6 & 7.

Columns
Nina and Mary reflect on 20
years of SCCLT. pages 3&4.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
As we enter
the final
months of
2015, I can
look back
over the year
and mark
some real
achievements that
the State
College Community Land Trust (SCCLT) has
made this year. Among our most recognizable
feats, we are entering our 20th year of existence. The SCCLT, founded in 1996, has helped
more than 50 different income qualified families or individuals to become State College
borough homeowners. We currently have 37
homes in our program and have welcomed
several new homeowners into our program
every year.
We have had several auspicious events this
year. One is that the SCCLT became a United
Way partner agency. Affiliation with the United
Way will elevate our profile in the region and
open a new avenue of fund raising for us. We
are excited about working with the United Way,
and hope it is a long fruitful partnership. Another is our Green Build project, a very exciting
undertaking that is coming along nicely. Green
Build should help us broaden our reach and
allow us to help a wider range of first time
homebuyers in the borough.
A special thanks to Vicky Fong, one of our tireless volunteers, for renovating the SCCLT website (http://www.scclandtrust.org/). It looks very
nice and is a much-needed update. We have
some very good people in all aspects of the
SCCLT, and it is a pleasure to work with them.
Overall, the SCCLT has had a very good 2015
and we are looking forward to continue build

on our momentum. We hope to continue to
grow our program and become stronger as we
move forward.
Daily reminders of my good fortune of being a
borough homeowner, and realizing that it
would have been impossible without the good
offices of the SCCLT, I feel honored to help the
program in any way I can.
Michael Joyce

State College Community Land Trust
1315 South Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone/Fax: 814-867-0656
Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org
Board of Directors
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THANK YOU JAI ZWOLAK AND THE
VALSPAR CORPORATION!

I've been getting ready to help the SCCLT celebrate it's 20th anniversary. As one of the first
homeowners my involvement goes back almost
to the beginning. Twenty years is a pretty long
time and I was getting a little melancholy thinking about times past. When the SCCLT began, I
could still dance with my entire body. Now I can
only dance from the knees up. Waa! Then I gave
myself a shake and noticed that some things are
better than they were twenty years ago. A quick
look around my neighborhood reveals positive
and hopeful trends. For the past 15 years, a local CSA has delivered fresh produce within a
block from my house. At that same location for
the past 3 years, I've been able to grow food in
an organized community garden. There is now a
marked bike path on my street. For two years,
there has been a place (the co.space) in my
neighborhood where PSU students and young
professionals live together so they can work as
change makers in the community. In about a
year, child care teachers on the Penn State campus will once again be University staff. I know
that a lot of people, many of them my neighbors, have worked hard to bring about these
positive changes. Everyone at the SCCLT has
been busy as well. Now 37 families at a time can
own an affordable SCCLT house in the borough.
Penn State students and faculty have been helping to design a duplex that will move us toward
a goal of greater sustainability and inform future
SCCLT projects. I'm feeling inspired by twenty
years of exciting work and... I can still dance
from the knees up!
Nina Fellin

A big thank you goes to Valspar Territory Manager
Jai Zwolak. Jai orchestrated donations of paint
from Valspar for 17 of the SCCLT homeowners. In
total the SCCLT homeowners received over 80 gallons of paint. Some words of thanks from the
homeowners:

Thank you very much for donating paint to State
College Community Land Trust. Your generosity
has allowed me to paint a room in my house that
otherwise would not have happened. In addition, I
have enough paint left over to paint a stairwell as
well. With much thanks,
Michael Joyce

The Maas family enjoyed the chance to revive an
extremely dated half bathroom with a fresh coat of
paint and new fixtures.
Deanne Maas
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Twenty years of the State College Community
Land Trust honing its skills in creating affordable
housing in the Borough of State College! Twenty
years of fine tuning the legal documents, funding
instruments, application forms, and inter-agency
relationships! Twenty years of finding, and keeping volunteers and homeowners who continue to
give freely of their time in bringing neglected
properties back to life; and twenty years of
homeowners mentoring individuals and families
in their wait to call a Land Trust house their
“home.”
Usually, we talk here about the clever ways in
which we can stretch our dollars in our quest to
make our Land Trust homes reflect our own personalities. But, instead, let us take this time to recognize those who struggled to identify and
stretch federal, state, and local dollars to see the
Land Trust’s journey begin those twenty years ago
and whose mission continues on.
Ask any Community Land Trust homeowner and I
am confident all would say that, with the determination of the early visionaries guiding them, Land
Trust applicants quickly came to believe not only
in the outcome but also in themselves. Not only
was a house saved, but so was the family. As the
wires were updated, leaky pipes fixed, and walls
given a fresh, new life, so were the lives of the
new homeowners renewed and sometimes-wobbly confidences restored. As homeowner #3, I
wish to extend my family’s personal thanks to
then-Council members Elizabeth Goreham and
Janet Knauer, who toured our house as Council
liaisons to the Land Trust; supported its acceptance into the Land Trust program; and accompanied me to closing at Omega Bank. Thanks, too,
to the tireless Jerry Wettstone for helping us in
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1999 with countless tasks and projects before and
after closing. A special thank you goes out to the
longstanding Colleen Ritter, prior executive directors, and staff for their many talents and endless
hours. And, our appreciation is extended to the
many volunteers helping in acquisition, fundraising, marketing, and planning efforts, which have
proven so beneficial to the Land Trust’s continuing life.
It took a desire to succeed when the road looked
so long; it took affirmation and validation that the
obstacles could be navigated; and it took a network of agencies, programs, and legal teams to
release the brakes and to allow the program to
take off on its twenty-year journey, so far.
In applying their strategy of optimal use of funds
into properties most likely to win the hearts of
homeowners, we declare the Land Trust’s renovation project an overwhelming success!
Mary Wilson

Kochersperger Joins SCCLT Staff

Anna Kochersperger, Marketing Assistant, is a
State College native who has been working with
many aspects of sustainability in this area since
returning in 2009. She manages the Lemont
Farmers Market, serves on the board of the Harris Township Community Garden, and looks
forward to learning from the great folks who
make up the SCCLT.
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The GreenBuild Vision: We are going to need your help to move from
this…

…to THIS. Stay tuned!
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LOOKING BACK
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OVER 20 YEARS
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Houses for Sale
Since all Land Trust houses are in the Borough of State College, all are close to employment, grocery stores, medical offices,
schools and public transportation. Most are
within easy walking or bicycling distance to
Penn State, downtown State College and el-

ementary schools as well as the high school.
Some houses have garages, basements, extra large lots, mature trees and landscaping –
everything that begins to make a house a
home? All are in nice, friendly neighborhoods scattered throughout the borough.

910 Walnut Street, $125,000
Single Family, Two Story Home, Three
Bedrooms, Two Bathrooms, One Car
Garage
1224 Sq. Ft., .22 Acre

1137 Oneida Street, $121,000
For Sale: Single family house, three bedrooms, two bathrooms, one car garage, private back yard that leads to a park, oil and
wood heat. Near supermarket, retail, schools
1633 square feet
Included: Washer, dryer, refrigerator, two
wood burners

8

Vol. XV, No. 3

OCT 2015

1113 Center Lane, $108,500
Single Family Two Story,
Three Bedrooms, Two Baths, Hardwood Floors,
Semi-finished Basement, Private,
Fenced Backyard, Patio
1104 Sq. Ft. upstairs + 552 Sq. Ft.
Basement, .10 Acre

Thank you to all our Amazon Smiles
Shoppers!
Through the Amazon Smiles program the
SCCLT received $24.95 this quarter Please
sign up today!

2015 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
KICKOFF

SCCLT can receive a donation equal to 0.5%
of the price of most of your purchases.

To register is easy. Go to
www.smile.amazon.com and type State College Community Land Trust in the organization box. Note that any future Amazon purchases need to be made via www.smile.amazon.com in order for SCCLT to receive the
donation. smile.amazon.com has all the same
functionality as Amazon.com. The only difference is that a purchase made on smile.amazon.com nets a donation to the SCCLT.

In October the State College Community Land
Trust will kick off the 2015 annual
campaign.The SCCLT is supported by federal
funds and contributions from organizations
such as the financial institutions highlighted in
this newsletter, and our members and friends.
As federal funding decreases we are required
to do more with less. Please help the SCCLT
create and sustain affordable homeownership
in the Borough of State College by giving as
generously as you can to the 2015 campaign.

9

Vol. XV, No. 3

SAVE THE DATE!!
SCCLT ANNUAL
MEETING

Wednesday, November 4, 2015
6:30PM Refreshments
7:00PM Meeting
State College Municipal Building
243 S. Allen St.
Community Room, #201

Come celebrate and look back at our
20 years of providing affordable housing in the borough!
For information about Board Member
elections and Annual Meeting Program
see details on our website
www.scclandtrust.org

CHECK OUT THE
SCCLT PAGE ON
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New Website!
Be sure to check out our completely re-designed website at

www.scclandtrust.org.
This has been a project of our
marketing committee with Vicki
Fong as the chief computer genius and website creator. We
think you'll like the website's
crisp appearance and we'll add
more photos and articles as
events unfold and develop. Let
us know what you think!

Thank You
to the following banks for your annual
contribution to the State College
Community Land Trust program! We
greatly appreciate your ongoing support!
First National Bank
National Penn Bank
Reliance Bank
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The Centre County United Way is advancing the common good by focusing their work on the building blocks
of education, income, and health.
We are proud to announce that effective July 1, 2015 the SCCLT is a
CCUW Partner Agency.
The SCCLT building block is Education, and with the help of the Centre
County United Way, we will expand
our budget counseling and home
ownership education services for eligible first time home buyers. Post
purchase, home owners receive budget counseling annually during the
first five years of ownership. The SCCLT is committed to long-term affordable home ownership. Our services
empower and enlighten the next
generation of home owners.
Thank you for your endorsement and
support, Centre County United Way!

Interested in Raising
Chickens?
If you weren’t aware, it’s OK to raise
chickens in the borough (not more
than four, and no roosters). There’s a
great set of plans for a chicken coop
at Build.com/chickencoop. This combines a space-saving coop with a
raised planting bed. The chickens are
safe from predators and comfortable
in their coop while you can raise
some vegetables and/or flowers at a
convenient height. Check it out!

❦❦❦❦❦❦❦
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Return Service Requested

MEMBER:
SCCLT MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM

A monetary donation qualifies you as a member.
Enclosed is my donation in the amount of
☐ $10 ☐ $25 ☐ $50 ☐ $100 ☐ $250 ☐ other________________
Yes, I would like to work on the following committee(s):
☐ Finance
☐ Marketing and Outreach
☐ Real Estate and Rehabilitation ☐ Fundraising
Name/Business or Organization

____________________________________________________
Address

___________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code

____________________________ ______________________
Email address

☐ I/we wish to remain anonymous ☐ Include my/our names in appropriate
publications and publicly recognize us as:
____________________________________________________________________

For Office Use:
Check #__________ Date____/____/____ $______.____
Posted ___/___/____ New ☐ Cont. ☐ Ltr ___/___/____

Do You Know What YOUR Donation to
the SCCLT Will Allow Us To Do?
$50 - will buy an integrated smoke detector OR it will
defray the cost of pre and post budget counseling for
first time homebuyers
$100-will allow volunteers to paint two rooms with
low VOC paint OR install an energy efficient window

___________________________________________________

Telephone (Daytime and Evening)

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC)
CCAR / Centre County Association of Realtors
Centre County Council for Human Services
Centre County Housing and Land Trust
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania
Centre County Affordable Housing Coalition
National Community Land Trust Network
New Leaf Initiative
Centre County United Way

$250 – will allow us to upgrade a new appliance to
an Energy Star appliance OR offset the cost of legal
counseling for purchasing a borough home
$500-will ensure one house will be lead-free OR
provide for an emergency repair fund
$1000-allows upgraded electrical service to meet
code OR provide for a roof to be replaced
Thank you for your monetary support of safe, upgraded and affordable housing in the Borough of State
College.
State College Community Land Trust, Inc. is a 501(c)3 organization under the Internal Revenue Code. The official registration and
financial information of the State College Community Land Trust,
Inc. may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by
calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration
does not imply endorsement.
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Send to:
State College Community Land Trust
1315 South Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
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