OUR NEIGHBORS THEIR STORIES

VOLUNTEER OF
THE YEAR

First of all, we are so proud to be on this page today. It
makes us very emotional to look back at our journey. We
would like to thank the State College Community Land
Trust team and the Borough for providing us with so much
help in buying our first home.
The process of searching for a property began sometime in
the fall of 2011. One day Megumi found the website for the
Borough's housing program which led her to the Land
Trust’s homepage. We had been thinking for years about
getting out of our renting situation due to our rising living
costs. At that time, rent was going up every year and the
price of heat was becoming a large concern. We were also
faced with the fact that our only son would be starting
nursery school in a year. It was the right time for us to start
about our son's education and neighborhood in the area.
We were never in a rush to buy our own home simply because we did not think it would be possible. We have read
many of the other homeowners stories and share many of
the same experiences regarding finances. However, we did
always dream of owning our very own home with a nice
private backyard that our family could enjoy. So after doing
some research on the Land Trust’s website and discussing
our finances, we realized that the amount that we had been
spending monthly on rent was more expensive than what
our mortgage payment would be. That's how we began to
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As a broadcaster at AccuWeather and a
first-time homeowner, Bryon May is a busy
guy. That hasn’t prevented him from being
generous with his time and commitment to
the State College Community Land Trust.
Bryon became a SCCLT homeowner in >7
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
The spring of
2013 has been
eventful for the
State College
Community Land
Trust (SCCLT).
The SCCLT depends upon the
good work of our
paid staff and all
the people that
donate their time
to help us as
volunteers.
Some evidence
of the good work of the SCCLT and our volunteers
is the fact that over 16 years and 37 properties, not
one of the over fifty SCCLT homeowners have gone
into foreclosure. This 100% success rate justifies
the focus on education and preparedness that has
been the hallmark of the SCCLT. Although the
SCCLT boasts such an impressive record, we have
had our share of difficulty raising awareness of our
program.
To this end, the SCCLT held two information programs on May 11 and 15 at the Borough Building to
attract new applicants to our first-time homebuyer
program and to raise awareness of our program in
general. As volunteers discussed the various main
features that help make the SCCLT so successful, I
thought of the two main benefits of the SCCLT. First
is the simple agency of homeownership, and second is the strengthening of the borough community.
The SCCLT benefits both its homeowners and the
State College Borough community as a whole
though providing affordable homes to incomequalified people.
Besides making homes in State College Borough
more affordable for people, there are other benefits
the SCCLT provides, in particular education. As an
applicant, and later a homeowner, I learned many
tips and many useful information on all manner of
topics from home maintenance to finances. Moreover, there is budget counseling that is required for
every applicant and homeowner. Not only is this
counseling necessary to qualify to buy a SCCLT
home, but also homeowners are required to go to
annual budget counseling for five years after purchasing a home. This focus on education and responsibility fosters successful homeowners that are
good neighbors.
All borough homeowners benefit from the SCCLT.
When the SCCLT buys a home, that dwelling be-

comes an owner-occupied house providing the
borough and its neighborhoods with homeowners
who are truly invested in their homes and in the
community in a way that absentee owners simply
are not. For all of these reasons, the SCCLT is an
exemplary program.
Finally, please join me in congratulating Bryon May,
a SCCLT homeowner and fellow board member
who was recognized as the SCCLT volunteer of the
year at the annual Rose Cologne dinner on April 25.
Bryon is a true asset for the SCCLT and well deserves this honor. In addition to serving on the
board, and chairing the SCCLT’s homeowners
committee, Bryon also contributes in many other
ways, including contributing informative columns for
our newsletter.
Michael Joyce
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WE’RE MOVING!
The State College Community Land Trust is moving!
Since 1998, our office has been located at 420 West
College Avenue in the Wasson Insurance Agency
building. We have had 15 years at this address and
we are very thankful for those years.

Around the Garden Money Saving Tips
Ah, Spring! It’s finally time to head outside and start
all of those landscaping projects and chores you’ve
dreamed about all winter long.
This season I have discovered some ways to have
more room in my budget for more plants and vegetables rather than expensive landscape materials
and plant and insect products.
Having a problem with weeds? Almost everyone
does. I have them in my stone driveway, in the stone
pathways between my gardens, growing around the
patio, and especially in between the sidewalks. Try
regular old household vinegar for an easy and inexpensive solution. It’s also better for the environment
than those pricey toxic weed killers.
I’ve found that baking soda mixed with water is a
great remedy for the powdery mildew that overcomes my lilacs and phlox plants each summer. Another inexpensive solution with products I have inside my kitchen.
Store-purchased spray to prevent rodents from
chewing on your plants can become quite expensive
through the growing season. Cayenne pepper will
deter rabbits and other critters from devouring your
vegetables and perennials.
I couldn’t wait to get started on a new raised flower
bed in my backyard this year, but found the price of
stone a little too high. Raised flower beds don’t always have to be made with expensive manufactured
blocks. I used blocks of wood from a recently cut
down tree. Standing on end, the blocks provided a
nice height for the flower bed and gave a very artsy
and natural look to my garden.
Mulching can be an expense and a time-consuming
chore. If your mower has a bagger on it, use your
mower as a chipper. Chipped up, that pile of leaves
makes a beautiful mulch and it’s all natural for your
flower beds.
And finally, perhaps you’ve grown tired of the average flower pot. My retired gardening shoes have
made the cutest little flower pot on my back steps.

Sam and Rita Wasson welcomed our organization
into their office and family and offered a very affordable rent for all those years. Sam passed away a
few years back but Rita and son, Dave, have continued making their donation to the State College
community by providing us with a very affordable
office space. Support for the SCCLT comes in
many different ways.
The State College Community Land Trust Board and
Staff would like to thank the Wasson Insurance
Agency and the Wasson family for their continued
support over the years. We will miss you and we will
miss the location!
We now look forward to setting up at our new location at 1315 South Allen St., Suite 306. We should
be open for business there by mid-July.
To make the transition a bit smoother, the two QRs
shown below may be scanned with a smartphone;
the one on the left will take you to the SCCLT website. The one on the right will create a vCard to update your phone and computer contact list.

Website

vCard

Happy Budget-Saving Gardening Everyone!
Bryon May
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More Adventures with Wildlife
I’ve had some good times in my garden this spring

them flying in and out of the garden but have been
informed that they would not have eaten my greens.
Suspicion is now falling on baby rabbits that are
small enough to squeeze through the “rabbit proof”
fence.
There is some feeling that I may have summoned
this to my garden. This spring I baked two designs
of Springerle cookies, one with a rabbit and one with
a nesting bird with a twig in his mouth. Could this
have also drawn to my garden the pair of robins who
nested on the railing of my back steps? Their nest
was about three feet from my back door and at a
height of three feet. I saw
the nest and tried to pick
it up but it was stuck to
the railing. Still, I didn’t
get the picture. “Dave,” I
asked “where did you find
the nest that you put on
the railing?” Dave’s denial
led to a careful observation of the birds still in the
process of building their
nest. Some of you may
consider this just more
bad news, especially
considering how inconvenient it was not to use
the back door for a while.
But my visiting granddaughter was able to see
first three, and then the
next day, four impossibly
blue eggs in the nest and
for me that was worth
any amount of extra trouble.
Nina Fellin

and some bad times. The really sad news is that all
the bedding plants that I carefully started from seed
in February have been nipped off at the ground.
Good-bye Brussels sprouts, good-bye kale, goodbye broccoli, good-bye basil, parsley, peppers, and
most of the tomato plants. Also eaten were the pea
vines and radish and carrot tops that were directly
seeded. It’s especially hard because I had carefully
chosen the varieties that I wanted and the plants
that I buy now as replacements will not be the same.
I also will have nothing to contribute to the neighborhood plant swap. I apologize to the nesting grackles
who I was blaming for the destruction. I could see

WE NEED YOUR
ADVICE!
The SCCLT Fund Raising Committee needs more
community input regarding fund raising and grant
writing. The committee meets five times a year. If
you are willing to help craft SCCLT’s fund raising
strategies, please contact Tom Daubert, Fund
Raising Chair, through the SCCLT Office,
director@scclandtrust.org.
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SCCLT SPONSORS FIRST-TIME
HOMEBUYERS INFORMATION
PROGRAMS
Borough, Bobbi
Bronstein, HTI, Inc.,
Chris Bradley, National Penn Bank,
Larry Saylor, Reliance
Bank, and Ann Morris
and Megan Schreck,
SCCLT.

Even though the May
Information Programs
are over, it is never
too late for potential
applicants to inquire
about our home
ownership in the Borough. First-time
homebuyers are encouraged to check
out our website
www.scclandtrust.org
and contact the office
at 814-867-0656.
Buckets of rain couldn’t dampen the enthusiasm of
first-time homebuyers who attended the first of two
information programs Saturday, May 11 sponsored
by the State College Community Land Trust.
The program was held Saturday and Wednesday,
May 15 (a sunny day)!, in the atrium of the SC Borough Building. Representatives of the three Borough
first-time buyer programs were on hand to answer
specific questions for potential homeowners. As
well, Penn National and Reliance Banks were represented to answer general questions about mortgage
applications as well as questions specific to mortgages for the Borough programs. Penn National,
Reliance and Jersey Shore Banks are lenders who
participate in these programs.

Peg Hambrick

Like	
  us	
  on	
  facebook!
Check	
  out	
  the	
  State	
  College	
  
Community	
  Land	
  Trust	
  facebook	
  
page!

A special thanks to the SCCLT Marketing Committee
for planning and arranging these information sessions and to participants Liz Eirmann, State College
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FOR SALE:
$102,375 / 3BR - 1697FT² - AFFORDABLE
HOUSING / SCCLT (1020 N. ATHERTON
STREET)
Single family home, three bedrooms, one bathroom, partially finished basement, covered porch and attached one car garage. The front windows are triple pane. The driveway includes a generous turnaround. The house is about one mile from the Penn State
campus and near a bus stop with a 5-minute ride to campus.
Please contact us at 814-867-0656 to set up an orientation
This is a State College Community Land Trust (SCCLT) home. The SCCLT provides affordable housing opportunities to first-time homebuyers in the borough of State College.
Please visit www.scclandtrust.org for program and income requirements.
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1< take the first step of owning our dream home. The
Borough and Land Trust websites are a great source
of help for beginners and are the best place for any
community members to go.
We were very lucky in the first week and were able to
find two properties that were available and in our desired location. They were both close to work and great
schools. Both were also a good size and had the
amount of bedrooms we desired along with a private
backyard, storage space, and some of the updates we
were looking for. Unfortunately, we were not prepared
for the unexpected transitions and costs that accompany moving such as transportation costs and home
improvement that would need to be done. So we had
to slow down our searching process and plan for all of
these details… by the time we contacted Colleen
again we were dismayed to learn that both of the
homes we were interested in had sales pending on
them. We had no idea that hunting for a home could
be such a competition! Since the very first day of our
journey, we had been just looking at any market price
and any housing type and process of buying the house
simply by our curiosity, We had been learning everything. From that day, we thought it would be many,
many days before we settled in our own home.
We felt like the luckiest people in the world because
not long after receiving the disappointing news we
found another home with the SCCLT and realized that
it was the home for us! We found this home in February of 2012 and started the application process in
March. By the end of May, during the most beautiful
days of early summer in State College, we toured the
house and made the final decision that it was the one
we wanted. The schedules and approvals needed
were set by the end of June and we finally got settled
in our new home by the end of summer… a month
before our tenth wedding anniversary! The transition
went wonderfully with our son starting nursery school
and loving it and our work being so nice and close.
We are so happy in our new home with its great location and our private backyard and updated appliances
that we love so much. We are so excited to watch as
our son grows up here. We have so many dreams for
our sweet home!
We would like to thank the State College Community
Land Trust team again for supporting us and making
this journey possible! We are so happy to be able to
share our journey and success with you all! We hope
this great program will continue to promote a strong
town and community!
Timothy and Megumi Wheeler

1< 2006. He has approached home ownership
in an energetic way that has resulted in an individualized home and garden that represents his
pride and creative flair.
Because of his creativity, Bryon has been called
to share his ideas with other SCCLT homeowners. As Chair of the Homeowners Committee
and through his popular column in the Land
Trust’s newsletter, Bryon has helped many
make a seamless transition into home ownership. As a member and secretary of the Board,
Bryon has spearheaded several initiatives that
have increased the participation of our homeowners.
Bryon shirks from no task. Camera in hand,
Bryon has recorded various SCCLT activities,
including our annual picnic which he organizes.
However, Bryon’s responsibilities only go so far.
While he is in the “weather business” he can’t
influence the forecast…..our last two picnics
have been rained out!
Bryon, we forgive you. You contribute so much
to the State College Community Land Trust, a
little rain can’t dampen our enthusiasm for your
efforts.

MATCHING GIFT PROGRAMS
MAKE YOUR DONATION GO
FARTHER!
Thanks to BP for their matching donation.
With matching gifts you can sometimes double or
even triple your gift. Many employers match contributions to tax-exempt organizations, which enables
you to increase your contribution. Ask your benefits
department if they offer this option and then complete and forward their application to us at State
College Community Land Trust 1315 South Allen
St., Suite 306, State College, PA 16801.

THANKS TO NATIONAL
PENN BANK FOR THEIR RECENT DONATION
National Penn Bank, formerly Nittany Bank, is a continuing and consistent supporter of the State College
Community Land Trust.
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State College Community Land Trust
1315 South Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone/Fax: 814-867-0656
Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org
Return Service Requested

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC)
Centre County Council for Human Services
Centre County Housing and Land Trust
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania
National Community Land Trust Network

MEMBER:

SCCLT MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM

Do You Know What YOUR Donation to
the SCCLT Will Allow Us To Do?

A monetary donation qualifies you as a member.

$50 - will buy an integrated smoke detector OR
it will defray the cost of pre and post budget
counseling for first time homebuyers

Enclosed is my Donation in the amount of
☐ $10 ☐ $25 ☐ $50 ☐ $100 ☐ $250
☐ other___________________
Yes, I would like to work on the following committee(s):
☐ Finance
☐ Marketing and Outreach
☐ Real Estate and Rehabilitation ☐ Fundraising

$100-will allow volunteers to paint two rooms
with low VOC paint OR install an energy efficient
window
$250 – will allow us to upgrade a new appliance to an Energy Star appliance OR offset the
cost of legal counseling for purchasing a borough
home

_____________________________________________
Name/Business or Organization

_____________________________________________

$500-will ensure one house will be lead-free
OR provide for an emergency repair fund

Address

_____________________________________________

$1000-allows upgraded electrical service to
meet code OR provide for a roof to be replaced

City, State, Zip Code

_____________________________________________

Thank you for your monetary support of safe,
upgraded and affordable housing in the Borough
of State College.

Telephone (Day time and Evening)

_____________________________________________
Email address

Send to:
State College Community Land Trust
1315 South Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801

State College Community Land Trust, Inc. is a 501(c)3 organization under the Internal Revenue Code. The official
registration and financial information of the State College
Community Land Trust, Inc. may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
6/13
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