
1

October 2012   
Vol. XII, No.3

My wife and I wanted to buy a house, but we knew we 
were not in a good financial position to get a mortgage at 
all, much less afford a home in the State College area.  We 
had been living in a small duplex in Boalsburg for almost 
six years.  After our second son was born, we realized that 
we had to somehow figure out how to improve our living 
situation.  I happened to see a home for sale on Easterly 
Parkway, and the sign in the yard had a phone number for 
the SCCLT.  I had never heard of it, so I decided to search 
online to find out more.  Through the website for the 
SCCLT, I was redirected to the information for the State 
College Borough First-Time Homebuyer program.  It 
turned out to be one of the best programs we have ever 
been involved with.
Once we filled out the application, we anxiously awaited 
entrance into the program.  After we were informed that 
we qualified, we started the process of following the pro-
gram guidelines that set us on the right path to be able to 
buy a home.  The program taught us so much about finan-
cial responsibility and living within our means.  We found 
out that there were several ways to purchase homes 
through the program, but we kept always coming back to 
the homes that the land trust would rehab and sell.
The first home we toured seemed like the perfect one for 
us.  The location was incredible, and it was just the right 
size.  One day my wife called me and told me she was 

heartbroken, because the home we loved had been 
sold.  We were not ready to buy yet, and we had 
missed a great house.  A short time after that, we fell 
in love with another SCCLT home that we loved even 
more than the first.  Unfortunately, we were still not 
ready financially, and someone else was able to buy 
that home as well.  Finally, in the winter of 2012, we 
were able to get our prequalification letter from the 
bank.  We had again fallen in love with another great 
SCCLT home.  
It seemed impossible, but we loved this one more 
than the others.  This home seemed better in every 
way to the others.  However, once again, we were un-
able to buy, because someone had beaten us to it.  Just 
when we thought we might never catch a break, we 
got a call from Colleen.  She told us that the land 
trust had had just found a property that might be 
right for us.  When we saw the home, we realized 
that this home was the one.  A year later, we now live 
in that home, and could not be happier.  Thanks to 
the Borough program and the SCCLT, we have a 
great home in a great location that we can afford.  It’s 
a place where we can raise our family.  All we can say 
is thank you to everyone involved with both pro-
grams for all of their help.

Brian Kononchuk

OUR NEIGHBORS - THEIR STORIES
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
As I begin my time as 
president of the State 
College Community 
Land Trust (SCCLT), 
I'd like to honor the 
hard work and dedi-
cation of the people 
that have done so 
much to establish the 
SCCLT and have 
made it such a suc-
cess. First, a little 

about the SCCLT itself. The SCCLT is a nonprofit 
organization that provides income-qualified first time 
homeowners affordable opportunities to purchase 
homes in State College Borough. To be income-
qualified, a potential homeowner's income must fall 
into a range of 60-80% of the area's median income, 
depending on the number of people in the household, 
as determined by the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. 

This program helps to foster the growth of commu-
nity in the Borough by creating more owner-occupied 
homes in the Borough. It works by buying a property 
and then selling just “the improvements” (read 
'house') to an income-qualified buyer. The purchase 
price of the house is lower because the land the house 
rests on is not sold to the homebuyer. This helps to 
make houses in the Borough much more affordable 
for people who value living in State College. The 
homeowners lease the land for a nominal fee and 
maintain the property, including paying taxes for 
home and property both. SCCLT homeowners can 
only sell their homes to other future qualified home-
buyers, thus maintaining the owner-occupied aspect 
of all the SCCLT homes that many neighborhoods in 
the Borough value. Indeed, the SCCLT has 36 prop-
erties throughout the Borough and we are always 
looking to add more.
&
All potential SCCLT homeowners undergo a manda-
tory qualification and education procedure in order 
to become eligible to participate in the program. This 
process involves income qualification, budget coun-
seling, and instructional classes. The result has been 
that in this age of mortgage difficulties, defaults, and 

foreclosures, the SCCLT has not had any defaults, let 
alone foreclosures, with any of its nearly 50 home-
owners over its seventeen years of existence. 

All of this success has not happened due to chance. 
The SCCLT has benefitted from the hard work and 
dedication of many people; from homeowners, to the 
many volunteers, to the generous donors, visionary 
activists, and politicians that have made the SCCLT 
not only possible, but a tremendous success. The real 
heart and soul of the SCCLT -- why it works so well -- 
is due to the combined efforts of many people. Chief 
among these are our diligent staff: Colleen Ritter, 
Anne Morris, Ron Quinn, and Dawn Maguire. These 
are the people that really make the SCCLT run on a 
daily basis and are a main reason for its success. 
There are many volunteers I would like to thank in-
cluding former board members Barb Seibel and Olivia 
Toms, whose help has been invaluable.  Most of all, I 
would like to thank my predecessor, Peg Hambrick, 
for her tireless dedication and valued leadership to 
the SCCLT.  As we move forward, the future is bright 
for the SCCLT, with its excellent staff, many valued 
volunteers, dedicated board members, and most of 
all, the homeowners that are most responsible for the 
SCCLT's success. 
&
This past fall we had to cancel our homeowner picnic 
for the second year in a row. This year we have de-
cided to have two homeowner events including a 
spring potluck in April or May as well as another 
event in the fall. Also, we intend to hold an informa-
tion session at some point in the next several months 
to try to bring our message to the community and 
any potential homeowners.

In closing, the SCCLT is dedicated to fostering 
community in State College.  As a nonprofit organiza-
tion, we depend upon donations of money and time, 
but we welcome any input you may have. Please keep 
in mind that we are currently searching for new prop-
erties to purchase for the SCCLT.  If you know of any 
properties for sale in the Borough in the $160,000-
200,000 range, please give our office a call.  

Michael Joyce
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“30” in journalism lingo means the end of the story.  
As Head of Adult Services at Schlow Centre Re-
gion Library, Pat provided our membership with 
valuable information about all the services avail-
able at Schlow through her regular Check It Out 
columns.   At the SCCLT Annual Meeting in No-
vember, Pat was recognized for contributions to 
the newsletter since 2004.  Pat has retired from 
Schlow and will be devoting more time to her fam-
ily and other interests.  Thanks, Pat!

WE NEED YOUR 
ADVICE!

The SCCLT Fund Raising Committee needs more 
community input regarding fund raising and grant 
writing.  The committee meets five times a year.  
If you are willing to help craft SCCLT’s  fund rais-
ing strategies, please contact Tom Daubert, Fund 
Raising Chair, through the SCCLT Office, 
director@scclandtrust.org.

Decorating Your Clutter

I’ve been accused a time or two of being obsessive 
about my dislike for clutter around my home. I admit 
it. I hate clutter. I feel so much better when every-
thing is in the proper place.
I may even be over the top with my clutter when it 
comes to the hidden storage area, like closets and 
drawers. I wonder sometimes if anyone else carries 
the need for that much organization to the next level. 
Is staging or decorating my storage closet going a bit 
too far?  
Yes, I even organize those areas too. That organized, 
peaceful feeling comes over me when I open the 
closet looking for a fitted sheet and I don’t have to 
sort through a pile of unmatched sheets that have >4 
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I’ve already ordered my garden seeds this spring, so 
you might wonder why I am still searching through 
the catalogs.  Here’s a clue; I’m looking for the best 
price on fox urine and dried blood.   Yes, I’m fighting 
a battle with squirrels and I’m looking for a more ef-
fective method of protecting my hazelnuts than the 
ones I used last year.  The hazelnut bushes them-
selves were planted as defensive vegetation and for 
that they have been effective.  I used them to edge 
my wide open front yard to prevent persons with 
temporarily reduced brain cell activity (also known as 
stumblethroughs or woo people) from wandering about 
and causing damage.  (Since my yard is not tempting 
as a short cut to anyplace interesting, the complica-
tion of a widely spaced hedge is enough to discourage 
entry.  Please note that even fences and raspberry 
bushes do not stop determined stumblethroughs if they 
perceive a desirable destination on the other side of 
your yard.)
Because I don’t plant anything that is not edible I 
decided that my defensive hedge would also serve as 
Nona’s Biscotti Farm.  Last fall it began to produce 
enough hazelnuts to care about.  They grow in large 
beautiful clusters, scalloped with lacy edges and the 
sight of them beginning to develop started visions of 
hazelnut biscotti dancing in my head.  Alas, it was 
not to be.   My garden journal notes that on July 28th 
I began to see evidence that squirrels were enjoying 
my hazelnuts.  At first it was subtle, a few scattered 
shells by the edge of the road.  Next, they were 
chomping away right in the middle of the sidewalk 
and they continued on to hazelnut picnics on my 
back patio.  I want you to know that I gave them a 
stern talking to.  I hissed, I yelled, I stomped my 
feet.  I briefly considered using bird netting since it 
had successfully defended the figs on my dwarf tree 
from squirrel marauders last year.  Covering a long 
hedge by a sidewalk seemed daunting however, and I 
feared inadvertently catching a person with tempo-

rarily reduced brain cell activity.  Finally I reasoned 
that if the hazelnuts were big enough for the squir-
rels, they were big enough for me and I harvested 
them all.  I was wrong.  Interestingly, hazelnuts polli-
nate in January when the catkins are hanging from 
the bushes and it takes them eight months, almost as 
long as humans, to gestate their little nuts.  When 
you pound on the tiny nuts that I harvested last 
summer they shatter to reveal a teeny, tiny kernel of 
delicious hazelnut.  
Squirrels be warned; I am getting ready.  I’m inviting 
a fox to live in my front yard.  I’m taking bow hunt-
ing lessons.  There will be no ineffectual yelling or 
stomping.  I am growing enough hazelnuts for bis-
cotti this year.

Nina Fellin

<3 collapsed to the floor after opening the door. Ad-
mit it, it has happened to you too. 
My upstairs closet was becoming a victim to this sce-
nario. Lack of time or just feeling lazy was causing 
me to just throw sheet sets, blankets, and towels into 
the closet. I mean, who cares, nobody sees it right?  
Until the first guest opens that closet door while 
looking for a blanket and they’re buried in my lazi-
ness. 

After spending an hour with a simple idea of how I’d 
like it to appear, things are back in order.  For ideas 
for how you want your storage space to look can be 
collected from Home Interior Magazines or Catalogs. 

In carrying out my idea, I placed unused or extra pil-
lows on the top shelf. The second shelf allowed a nice 
staging area for soaps and shampoo’s, easy for guest 
access. The next shelf is used for pillowcases and a 
decorative box of tissues.  At the bottom there is 
plenty of room for the sheet sets, neatly organized 
and easy to find by their designated set.

So remember, the next time you can’t find the pillow-
cases to match your snoopy sheet set, a little time 
spent organizing and some decorative flair can make 
your time a little less chaotic and your closet look 
like it’s out of a magazine.

Bryon May
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Anonymous
Richard S. Adams
Dennis Goia and Judy Albrecht
Mimi Barash Coopersmith
Rich and Kathy Barrickman
John Baylor and Henrietta Hauck Baylor
Mark and Amy Bergstrom
Bill and Mary Ann Blair
Rosalie Bloom Brooks and Jeff Brooks
Karen and Bill Burgos
Elinor Burns
Dorothy and Edward Buss
Donna Conway
Phyllis and Phillip Crabtree
Nancy Crane and Tom Daubert
Thomas and Catherine Dauler
Mel DeYoung
Mary Dunn
Betsy Esposito
Joanne Feldman
Sandra K. Stelts and Ronald L. Filippelli
Eugenia Gartrell
Judy and Louis Geschwindner
Barbara Gifford
Don and Cynthia Hahn
Peg and Don Hambrick
Kenneth D. and Irene M. Harpster
Ernest Hawk
Diane Henderson
Carl and Janice Hess
Ann and Thomas Hettmansperger
Sue and John Hiester
Tom Richard and Clare Hinrichs
Donald and Milly Hopkins
Herb and Dorothy Kauhl

James Kenney
Edward and Deborah Klevans
Josh and Sarah Kollat
Marilyn Kramer-Haugh
Mark and Theresa Lafer
Silvi Lawrence
Sally Lenker
Samuel and Trudy Levine
Arthur and Celeste Lewis
Ron and Anita Linker
Jane M. Linsky
Rita and Charles Lumpkins
Victor and Lois Lunetta
Irma Manger
Elizabeth Manlove
Carol McClure
Jacqueline Melander
Bunny Moon
Hugh and Janyce Mose
Lynn and Evan Myers
Leland Glenna and Esther Prins
Donna Queeney
Christy and Jim Rambeau
James and Gloria Rosenberger
David and Elaine Schuckers
Barb Seibel
Marjorie Seward
Marilyn and Bruce Shobaken
Dan Lestz and Susan Venegoni-Lestz
H. Alan and Marjorie H. Weisel
Jerry and Jane Wettstone
Ann and Jeff Wilken
Sandra and John Wyngaard
John Youngmark

LIST OF 2012 MONETARY DONORS TO THE
STATE COLLEGE

COMMUNITY LAND TRUST
Have we inadvertently left you off the list? If so, we're sorry and please let us know.



6

A monetary donation qualifies you as a member.

Enclosed is my Donation in the amount of 
☐ $10    ☐ $25    ☐ $50    ☐ $100    ☐ $250
☐ other___________________
Yes, I would like to work on the following committee(s):
☐ Finance      ☐ Marketing and Outreach
☐ Real Estate and Rehabilitation    ☐ Fundraising

_____________________________________________
Name/Business or Organization

  _____________________________________________
Address

_____________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code

_____________________________________________
Telephone (Day time and Evening)

_____________________________________________
Email address

Send to:
State College Community Land Trust
420 West College Ave.
State College, PA 16801

SCCLT MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM

The official registration and financial information of 
the State College Community Land Trust, Inc. may be 
obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State 
by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-
0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

State College Community Land Trust
420 West College Ave.
State College, PA 16801
Phone/Fax: 814-867-0656
Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org

Return Service Requested

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC)
Centre County Council for Human Services

Centre County Housing and Land Trust
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania

National Community Land Trust Network
MEMBER:

3/13

Do You Know What YOUR Donation to 
the SCCLT Will Allow Us To Do?

$50 - will buy an integrated smoke detector OR 
it will defray the cost of pre and post budget 
counseling for first time homebuyers

$100-will allow volunteers to paint two rooms 
with low VOC paint OR install an energy efficient 
window 

$250 – will allow us to upgrade a new appli-
ance to an Energy Star appliance OR offset the 
cost of legal counseling for purchasing a borough 
home

$500-will ensure one house will be lead-free 
OR provide for an emergency repair fund

$1000-allows upgraded electrical service to 
meet code OR provide for a roof to be replaced

Thank you for your monetary support of safe, 
upgraded and affordable housing in the Borough 
of State College. 

mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
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http://www.scclandtrust.org
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