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WELCOME 
HOME 

State College Community Land Trust

GreenBuild Project on the move! 
Check out groundbreaking ceremony photos on pages 4-5. Project update on page 6. 

Home for Sale, page 10 Welcome to our newest homeowner!  
Sarah and her family
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Serving as the SCCLT Board President is 
filled with many responsibilities, but my 
favorite task by far is attending the closings, 
the day an applicant becomes a homeowner.

A long-time SCCLT homeowner recently 
retired and moved out of town, closer to 
her family members. When the home be-
came available for purchase, we held an 
Open House for prospective buyers. One of 
the families who attended became our 61st 
SCCLT homeowners! 
It’s inspiring when 
all the paperwork 
is signed and the 
new owners get the 
keys to their home.

Let me take a 
moment to tell you 
how much work 
goes into each SCCLT 
home and into each 
successful homeowner purchase and sale.

First, a home is purchased and renovat-
ed to current Property Maintenance Code 
standards and for energy efficiency. The 
SCCLT staff handles the marketing and 
sale of each property. When applicants 
call and schedule a meeting, we provide 
budget counseling and homebuyer edu-
cation, tailored to individual needs. If a 
home is being re-sold, the staff works with 
the seller to ensure a smooth transition.

Applicants have their income certified, 
complete the educational segments of the 
program, obtain traditional financing, and 
work with our staff to find the right home 
for their needs. They are fully prepared 

when it is time to buy. And when the closing 
is completed, we truly feel joy and excite-
ment along with the new homeowners.

During the first five years of ownership, 
SCCLT homeowners complete post-pur-
chase budget counseling, which helps keep 
finances on track. Information and referrals 
are provided for any needs or questions 
that may arise. All that hard work pays off! 
Our homeowners stay in their homes an 

average of 7 years, 
and no one has faced 
a foreclosure over 
the 20+ years of 
SCCLT’s operation.

In July, we added 
our 40th home to 
the program, and it 
is a beautiful home. 
The previous owners 
put a lot of work into 

house improvements, and we are thrilled 
to expand our community of SCCLT homes. 
From start to finish, SCCLT homeowners 
benefit from a dedicated network that em-
powers and leads to successful outcomes.

The latest newsletter highlights the 
launch of the GreenBuild project and a 
SCCLT home for sale on Orlando Avenue. 
Our annual appeal went out in August so 
your support can help our applicants soon-
er than later. We could not have accom-
plished so much without our volunteers 
and donors. Thank you for your generous 
support of the SCCLT and its services.

Susan Venegoni, 
Board President

From the President

Future GreenBuild Homes
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My wife and I had entertained the idea 
of buying a home, but we quickly found 
out we wouldn’t be able to afford any-
thing in the State College area. When 
we found out we were expecting our 
second child, we knew our small apart-
ment wasn’t going to cut it anymore.

A couple of our friends had gone through 
a first-time homebuyer program through 
the Borough and told us to look into the 
different programs that were offered. It was 
then we found out about the Land Trust and, 
for the first time, the possibility of owning 
a home in State College became a reality.

We closed on our home in September 
2015, just in time for our daughter’s ar-
rival in November. The whole process 
went a bit quicker than we had expected. 
Everyone we worked with at the Land 
Trust, primarily Colleen, was great. The 
whole team of people gave us everything 
we needed along the way and walked 
us through the process step by step.

Owning our own home has been a dream 
come true. It is wonderful to have our own 
space that we are free to do with as we 
please. We can make the changes we want 
to truly make the house our home. I think 
one of our favorite things about owning 
our own home is not having people live in 
the same building as us -- no noisy neigh-
bors to wake the kids up! We love raising 
our family here and are fortunate to be 
a part of this wonderful community.

We would likely not be homeowners 
today without the State College Communi-
ty Land Trust. It is extremely difficult for 
growing young families to find affordable 
housing in State College. The Land Trust 
helps close the gap and makes it possible 
for families like ours to get homes in the 
area. We feel blessed to be a part of the 
program and couldn’t be happier with 
everything the Land Trust has done for us.

Josh and Megan Berkheimer, 
Proud SCCLT Homeowners

How SCCLT Made a Difference in Our Lives
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GreenBuild Groundbreaking Ceremony

GreenBuild 
partners: State 
College Borough 
Council, Centre 
County Government, 
Donors, Penn 
State, Weber Murphy 
Fox, Envinity, Inc., 
West Penn Power 
Sustainable Energy 
Fund, SCCLT 

Current & former 
members of State College 
Borough Council: Ron 
Filippelli, Mayor Elizabeth 
Goreham, Catherine 
Dauler, David Brown, Don 
Hahn, Jesse Barlow, Evan 
Myers, Peter Morris. Also 
attending: Theresa Lafer

GreenBuild architects & 
builders: Anna Childe, 
Weber Murphy Fox; 
Jason Grottini & Jordan 
Robb, Envinity, Inc.; 
Doug Henry, Henry 
Architecture & 
Design; Scott Wing 
& Lisa Iuolo, Penn 
State’s College of Arts 
and Architecture 
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GreenBuild Groundbreaking Ceremony

Representing donors: High 
Performance Champions 
Elizabeth Goreham, Jack 
Matson, Ron 
Filippelli, Don & 
Peg Hambrick, Mimi 
Barash Coppersmith. Not 
shown: Barbara Palmer, 
Sandra Stelts, S&T Bank & 
Anonymous Donor

Centre County 
Government: 
Commissioners Mark 
Higgins (left center) and 
Michael Pipe-chair (right), 
along with SCCLT Executive 
Director Colleen Ritter (far 
left) and Board President 
Susan Venegoni (center) 

SCCLT Board: (left-right) 
Ron Filippelli, Polly Dunn, 
Susan Venegoni, Vicki 
Fong, Michael Joyce & 
Jay Hummer; West Penn 
Power Sustainable Energy 
Fund Director Joel Morrison. 
More photos & video 
at scclandtrust.org/
greenbuild-updates.html
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The State College Community Land Trust is 
excited and proud to announce that con-
struction of the GreenBuild Project will be-
gin in late September. The project will con-
struct an affordable duplex equipped with 
green energy technology in the Borough of 
State College. Thanks to key partners and 
individual donors, SCCLT has experienced 
enthusisasm and support for the fundraising 
campaign. A groundbreaking ceremony was 
held this summer, but we are continuing 
to pursue addi-
tional support to 
help achieve the 
goal of making the 
two homes fully 
net zero ready.

A major con-
tributor and part-
ner is West Penn 
Power Sustain-
able Energy Fund 
(WPPSEF). SCCLT 
has been awarded 
a $100,000 grant 
and a $350,000 
construction loan 
from WPPSEF. Other key partners are the 
Borough of State College, the Penn State 
Hamer Center for Community Design/
Energy Efficient Housing Research Group, 
Centre County Government, and S&T Bank.

Joel Morrison, Director of West Penn 
Power Sustainable Energy Fund, said “Our 
financial support will help this community 
to showcase the benefits from a project that 
began when SCCLT met with the Penn State 
Hamer Center and challenged the archi-
tecture and engineering students to form a 
team to compete in the 2015 US Department 
of Energy (DOE) Race to Zero Student De-
sign Competition. This competition chal-
lenges and inspires the next generation of 

building science professionals to design an 
affordable, net zero energy home that meets 
DOE’s Zero Energy Ready Home guidelines.

“By definition, these high-performance 
homes are so energy-efficient that renew-
able power can offset most or all of the 
annual energy consumption,” he said. “This 
program will foster existing and future col-
laboration with university architectural and 
engineering students to deploy high perfor-

mance construc-
tion practices in 
their local com-
munities. We are 
proud to pioneer 
this new Green-
Build initiative 
along with State 
College Commu-
nity Land Trust 
to provide afford-
able, high perfor-
mance housing.”

Susan Vene-
goni, SCCLT 
president, said, 
“Project funding 

from WPPSEF enables our Land Trust to 
expand affordable housing to middle-income 
households in the Borough of State College. 
For 20 years, the SCCLT has focused on in-
creasing housing opportunities for low to 
moderate-income households. Through our 
GreenBuild project, we will be able to help 
two middle-income individuals or families to 
buy a Land Trust home and lower their over-
all housing costs by reducing energy costs.”

Envinity, Inc. of State College has been se-
lected to construct the duplex and will part-
ner with Henry Architecture & Design, and 
Macht Architecture. GreenBuild will benefit 
not only the people who own the homes, but 

Greenbuild Construction Will Launch This Fall

WPPSEF Director Joel Morrison &  
SCCLT Executive Director Colleen Ritter

cont’d. on pg. 8
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Thank YOU GreenBuild Donors 
 

Sustainability Innovators 
 

Borough of State College 
West Penn Power Sustainability Energy Fund 

 
High Performance Champions 

 
Mimi Barash Coppersmith 

Centre County PA Commissioners 
Ron Filippelli and Sandra Stelts 

Elizabeth Goreham and Jack Matson 

 
Peg and Don Hambrick 

Barbara Palmer 
S&T Bank 

Anonymous 
 

Green Energy Stars 
 

Polly Dunn 
Rich and Sally Kalin 

Joan Richtsmeier and Bill Ryan 
 

Founda�on Builders 
 

Judy Albrecht and Denny Gioia 
Mary Lou Benne� 

Rosalie Bloom-Brooks 
Vicki Fong and Greg Grieco 

Jay and Trish Hummer 
Beth Richards Kalenak 

Ara Kervandjian, HFL Corpora�on 

 
Evan and Lynn Myers 

Heidi Nicholas and Bruce Fleischer 
Frank and Colleen Ri�er 

Ron and Sue Smith 
Susan Venegoni and Dan Lestz 

Jerry and Jane We�stone
100 Women Who Care-Centre County

 

 
Groundbreakers 

 
Jesse Barlow 

Ed Buss 
Cathy and Tom Dauler 

Nina Fellin and David Stone 
Steve Garban and Mary Ann Lucas 

Anita Genger and Eric Boeldt 
Margaret and David Gray 

Marilyn Kramer Haugh 
Sue and John Hiester 

Clare Hinrichs and Tom Richard 
The Huncik Family 

Anna Kochersperger 
Barbara and James Korner 
Becky and Vilmos Misangyi 

Mary Beth Oliver and John Christman 
Sophie Penney 

Donna Queeney 
Ron Quinn 

Mike Roeckel and Mary Adams 
Ma�hew and Lara Rooke 

James and Susan Shincovich 
Thomas F. Songer II, Torron Group 

Michal Stump 
Dolores Taricani 

Susan Welch 
Sco� Wing 

Anonymous - 3 
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Call me a glutton for dusty archives or a 
dreamer of times gone by. By either mon-
iker, I easily imagine life back when. Take, 
for example, the ground that rests beneath 
the State College Community Land Trust’s 
latest acquisition, 1104 
Centre Lane in the State 
College South neighborhood. 
I was curious and explored 
its journey to today’s 
quaint neighborhood.

State College South is 
comprised predominately 
of the well-recognized, red 
brick duplexes along South 
Atherton Street. Originally 
built to accommodate the 
returning WWII soldiers 
who were enrolled at Penn 
State on the GI Bill, they 
answered the housing shortage with the 
development of nearby area farms into cozy 
neighborhoods, complete with gardens 
and sidewalks. But, who owned the land 
before bricks were laid by College Parks 
Homes and long before the Land Trust 
purchased this home earlier this year?

Surprise! Some of the prior landowners 
included Messrs. Atherton, Lytle, Foster, 
O’Bryan, and Thompson! Not just nearby 
street names, these men are historical-
ly significant contributors to Penn State, 

the Commonwealth, and the 
town. For example, landowner 
George Washington Atherton 
(1837-1906) was the Uni-
versity’s seventh president.

I got a chance to peek at 
the Centre Lane house. This 
charming home still has its 
original trim, bannisters, and 
hardwood floors compliment-
ed by system upgrades. The 
inviting back garden offers the 
character of olde with its stone 
patio with inviting chimney 
fireplace. I have taken away an 

appreciation for the Land Trust’s mission 
of preserving both homes and neighbor-
hoods in the State College Borough. This is 
truly a Home, Sweet, Home for the ages!

Mary Wilson, 
SCCLT Homeowner

Home Sweet Home

also will serve as a model 
for builders, developers, 
architects and individual 
homeowners seeking new 
ways to reduce energy costs.

Peg Hambrick, chair of the 
GreenBuild Project, said: “As 
a model project, GreenBuild 
will provide valuable insight 
into ways to lower the costs 
of home ownership over the 
long term. In a community 
that already has a shortage of 
affordable housing, the SCCLT 

will eliminate another barrier 
to home ownership by reduc-
ing the energy cost burden. 
We are proud to welcome 
WPPSEF as a key partner in 
this town-gown collaboration 
to address one of our commu-
nity’s most well-known chal-
lenges: affordable housing.”

If you are interested in 
GreenBuild and other af-
fordable home ownership 
opportunities in State Col-
lege Borough, contact the 

SCCLT office at 814-867-
0656 or director@scclan-
dtrust.org. Our web site 
is www.scclandtrust.org

The West Penn Power 
Sustainable Energy Fund 
(WPPSEF) is a nonprofit or-
ganization that invests in the 
deployment of sustainable 
energy technologies that 
benefit West Penn Power 
ratepayers in Pennsylvania. 
Visit http://www.wppsef.
org for further information.

cont’d. from pg. 6
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We wouldn't be here 
without support from 
our community bank 

partners:

Thank you for your support!

SCCLT homeowner Olivia Toms (right) and 
son Ned presented a book of children’s 
home drawings to State College Mayor 
Elizabeth Goreham (center). The book was 
a thank-you gift for her service and support 
of homeownership in the borough. Left, 
SCCLT Executive Director Colleen Ritter

SCCLT volunteers handed out 
information about our services at 
several State College Spikes games this 
summer, as part of our partnership 
with the Spikes. We’ll also attend 
the Family Trick or Treat night, aka 
Safe ‘n Seen, in late October. Check 
our Facebook page for updates.
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466 Orlando Avenue        $120,500.00

College Heights neighboord single-family ranch style home built in 1960. A 1092-square-foot home 
with 3 bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms on a .24-acre lot. Short walk or bike ride to PSU campus. 

Included: refrigerator, stove, washer/dryer,  window a/c units, lawnmower   

Estimated Costs          

Mortgage
Principle & Interest Based on a 4.50%, 30 Year fixed rate loan             $610.56
   

Homeowner Insurance Annually - $480.00
   Put into escrow monthly                $  40.00

Real Estate Tax  Annually - $3312.00
Put into escrow monthly                $276.00

Land Lease  Monthly                  $  25.00
TOTAL  A        $951.56

Electric           $57.00

Water & Sewage         $36.00
 
Heat – Oil          $75.00

Refuse   Annually - $468 – pay bi annually    $39.00

TOTAL B         $207.00

TOTAL             $1158.56

DOES NOT INCLUDE: cable, Internet, telephone, home maintenance, employment tax

SCCLT Home for Sale
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State College Community  
Land Trust

1315 S. Allen St., Ste 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone: 814-867-0656

Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org

Board of Directors
Susan Venegoni, President
Vicki Fong, Vice President
Michael Joyce, Secretary
Jay Hummer, Treasurer

Tom Daubert
Suzanne Bruening

Joe Cortazzo
Polly Dunn

Ron Filippelli
Eric Haffner
Peter Morris

Jerry Wettstone

Staff
Colleen Ritter,

Executive Director
Anna Kochersperger
Marketing Assistant

Newsletter Editor
Vicki Fong

Website Managers
Anna Kochersberger & Vicki Fong

We need your email address 

Newsletter costs are prompting us to request more email addresses for future mailings. 
Please email or update your current email address to director@scclandtrust.org. If you 

prefer a paper newsletter, we are happy to continue doing so. Thank you! 

Save the Date
Annual Meeting

Wednesday, November 1
6:30 reception;  

7:00 pm annual meeting/panel
Topic: Energy Tips  

& Your Home
Location: 201 SC Municipal Bldg.

We mailed our 
annual appeal 
letters in August 

this year to benefit potential 
homeowners. Thank you for 
your generous support!

,

SCCLT Dates
9/17 Constitution230 Celebration
9/18 Home D Pizzeria Booster Night
10/7 Centre County Super Fair



State College Community Land Trust
1315 South Allen St., Suite 306 
State College, PA 16801
Phone/Fax: 814-867-0656
Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org

Return Service Requested

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC)
CCAR / Centre County Association of Realtors

Centre County Council for Human Services
Centre County Housing and Land Trust

Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania
Centre County Affordable Housing Coalition

Centre County United Way

SCCLT MEMBERSHIP / DONATION FORM
A monetary donation qualifies you as a member

$25 $50 $100 $250 other

Name/Business or Organization

Address

City, State, Zip Code

Telephone (Daytime / Evening) Email Address

I/We wish to remain anonymous
Include my/our names in appropriate publicity:   

Your Gift to SCCLT Supports:

$50 - Integrated smoke detector OR budget 
counseling for first time homebuyers

$100 - Two rooms with low VOC paint OR 
an energy efficient window

$250 - Energy Star appliance OR legal 
counseling for purchasing a borough home

$500 - One house will be lead-free OR 
emergency repair fund

$1000 - Upgraded electrical service OR 
roof/utility repair

State College Community Land Trust, Inc. is a 501 (c) 3 organization under the Internal 
Revenue Code. Its official registration and financial information may be obtained from 
the PA Dept. of State at 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

Send to:
State College Community Land Trust
1315 South Allen St., Suite 306 
State College, PA 16801

OR, go to www.scclandtrust.org/donate

For Office Use:
Check # Date $ .       /     / 
Posted        /     / New Cont. Ltr        /     / 

9/17


