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FROM THE PRESIDENT
VICKI FONG
2019 is well underway with a full slate of activities aimed at helping professionals, couples, and families
to live and work in the Borough. We’ve welcomed our 66th and 67th homeowners to our SCCLT family.
We’ve gratefully received assistance from current and new volunteers, including Penn State
Homecoming Committee students and CityServe ministry members. They helped to spruce up our new
homes on Atherton Street and Sunrise Terrace for future sales.

Thanks to the Borough’s state and federal HOME grants, we still have funds to purchase another house.
However, the State College area housing market is super red-hot, with houses selling within days, even
fixer-uppers. Executive Director Colleen Ritter has led the search for a new house, with the help of our
Real Estate and Rehabilitation Committee, but SCCLT has been outbid several times. Winning bids have
exceeded the advertised sale price!

We urgently ask for your help in finding our 46th home. Recent purchases have resulted from direct
contacts by local residents dedicated to preserving affordable homeownership in their neighborhoods.
If you know of friends or neighbors who are considering moving/downsizing, have them contact the
SCCLT office.

Another major effort is working to reduce energy bills for our homeowners. The Energy+ Initiative is a
project with SCCLT and affordable housing partners: the State College Borough and the Temporary
Housing Foundation (THF) at Housing Transitions. We are working with educational and industry partners
to examine energy use in new SCCLT acquisitions, houses in first-time homebuyer programs, and rentals.
The working group will do energy audits and make recommendations to retrofit energy features i.e.
heating and cooling units, hot water heating, attic/basement insulation, or solar panels.

Why? Older homes with greater energy efficiency will cost less for homeowners and renters to occupy,
and lessen environmental impact. Our plans also call for significantly upgrading the energy features of
existing SCCLT houses through a capital improvement program. Thanks to your gifts, such investments
will continue to preserve affordable homeownership and our neighborhoods.

This spring, I met a new homeowner at my first sale closing. A music teacher, she glowed with
excitement at buying a house within walking distance of work, stores, and schools. A few weeks later, a
couple with three boys selling their house to SCCLT expressed their desire to keep the house affordable
for another family. They inspire me so much. We are grateful for your dedication and ongoing support of
our programs. Please follow our latest news on the website, Facebook and Twitter, as well as our
newsletters and email updates.

Cheers,
Vicki Fong
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June is National Homeownership Month:
How A Home Becomes Part of the State College Community Land Trust
How does a home become a land trust home? Can any home join the land trust? What are some of the reasons
that a homeowner might want to sell their home to SCCLT? Find out below, and meet some of the folks that have
sold their homes to the State College Community Land Trust recently.
SCCLT staff and members of the land trust's Real Estate and Rehab Committee keep an eye on real estate listings in
the Borough for affordable homes. Houses that can qualify for purchase by SCCLT are modest, often older homes, and
can even include houses in need of substantial work.

Borough homeowners also contact the SCCLT directly with homes and lots for sale.
Once acquired, the SCCLT rehabs the home to meet code and safety requirements.
The new Energy+ Program adds an energy audit and energy improvement projects to the acquisition and
rehab scope of work.
Volunteers are essential! In addition to helping SCCLT find homes, volunteers complete some of the rehab
work on new acquisitions. Visit our Property Updates on pages 4 and 5 to see some of the work volunteers
have done recently.
SCCLT typically acquires and rehabs between 1 and 4 homes per year.

Elaine
"As soon as I found out about the land
trust I decided I would contact them
when it was time to sell my
property...To sell to the land trust I
didn’t have to advertise, get an
agent, make more improvements, or
endure “showings” or open houses.
The land trust simply looked at the
house, liked it, and then bought it. It
was too easy!
I hope whoever buys my house comes
to love living there as much as I did."

John & Beth
"We chose to sell our home to the land trust
because we knew they would take as good of
care of the home as we did for 23 years. We
were looking to sell to a family who would
appreciate the neighborhood and neighbors.
We love our neighbors and wanted them to
have the best neighbors possible when we
moved."

Chris & Leigh Ann
"State College is a great place to
raise a family, but the cost of
living can make it challenging for
a family of five to find affordable
housing...We are so grateful for
programs like the Land Trust that
now that we are leaving, it is our
pleasure to sell them our home so
that it can be a blessing for the
next family."

Terry & Susan
"When Terry's mother passed away we were tasked
with the responsibility of closing her estate...After
meeting with several of the SCCLT members we
decided that we wanted to sell to them. We had other
interested parties because of the prime location of her
property, but were most interested in her home being
purchased by the SCCLT in that it would always be a
home for a family that otherwise may not be able to
afford one."

SCCLT is looking for its 46th home!

Selling a home in the State College Borough? We may be interested! Give
us a call today to see if your home might be a good match for our program
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Ron Filippelli: Our Rose Cologne
Volunteer of the Year
On Tuesday evening, April 16, 2019, SCCLT Board members
gathered at the Centre County Council for Human Services'
annual Rose Cologne Volunteer Appreciation Dinner to honor
Board member Ron Filippelli for his servce.
Ron has been a valued Board member for the past 6 years.
During his tenure, he has advanced the Land Trust’s mission of
increasing

affordable

housing

opportunities

in

the

State

College Borough, a commitment he also championed as a
Borough Council member.
Ron

has

leveraged

his

broad

network

of

friends

and

colleagues to help recruit talent and treasure for the Land
Trust. For example, the current Board President, Vicki Fong,
joined our Board in 2015, at Ron’s invitation.
When the Land Trust’s GreenBuild project was starting and
we were raising funds to build this innovative energy-efficient
duplex,

Ron

solicited

important

donations

from

several

prominent community members. Not only did those donations
help make the project a reality, but they also broadened the
overall base of Land Trust supporters.
Ron’s resume is filled with accomplishments, but there are
two attributes not listed: he is a supreme gentleman and a
very nice guy. Thank you, Ron, for all you do for the State
College Community Land Trust!

Property Update: 1160 S. Atherton St.

Volunteers have been busy at this property. A group of Penn State Homecoming Committee Members spent a Saturday in late
April doing some spring clean up, and SCCLT volunteers have been maintaining the spectacular landscaping while a scope of work
is developed. Potential buyers have expressed interest in this home and are working through the application process.
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Property Update: 129 Sunrise Terrace

THANK YOU CITYSERVE! On April 26 & 27 CityServe Volunteers put in a whopping 46 hours of collective work to give some of the
rooms at this home a new coat of paint.

SCCLT and community volunteers: As spring turns into summer and we continue to

Aikey's Tree Service removed some invasive

develop plans for this property, volunteers have been helping us to keep up with

Tree-of-Heaven from this property back in

mowing and yard work, repaired the crumbling front steps, cleaned out gutters and

May.

helped us to prepare for our home tour.

Energy+ Home Tour, June 8, 2019

Members of the public
were able to tour a land
trust home before
renovations take place to
learn about the land
trust's acquisition and
rehab process. Attendees
were also able to see the
additional work items
being considered as part
of their new
Energy+ initiative, a
process by which SCCLT
and other affordable
housing programs are
incorporating energy
efficiency in their

SCCLT volunteers showed up en mass on February 9 to give this

Energy Auditors from Envinity evaluating the

home a once over, de-cluttering in preparation for future work.

home on January 21.
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acquisition and rehab
processes.

GreenBuild Impact Continues

Thank you to the staff and management
of The Greek as well as to everyone of
YOU who came out for dinner and takeout to support us on June 4! What a
terrific way to celebrate National

The

GreenBuild

team

and

partners

have been busy sharing the story of

Homeownership Month!

and

A few awesome
committee members!

lessons

learned

from

this

innovative project. SCCLT, Borough
and PHRC and Hamer Center Staff presented about GreenBuild at the 2019

Help SCCLT build our community.

International Town and Gown Conference, held in State College on May 21.

Email anna@scclandtrust.org for

Borough staff, in addition to SCCLT, PHRC and Envinity personnel were on hand

details.

to present at the Pennsylvania Town Centers Conference in Erie on June 5.

State College Community
Land Trust
1315 S. Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone: 814-867-0656
email: director@scclandtrust.org
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter:
@StateCollegeCommunityLandTrust
@SCCommLandTrust

Board of Directors
Vicki Fong, President
Eric Haffner, Vice President
Michael Joyce, Secretary
Jay Hummer, Treasurer
David Brown
Suzanne Bruening
Joe Cortazzo
Polly Dunn
Ron Filippelli
Peter Morris
Susan Venegoni
Jerry Wettstone
Staff
Colleen Ritter, Executive Director
Anna Kochersperger,
Outreach and Development
Coordinator
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SCCLT enjoyed another
successful United Way
Allocation round this year. On
April 17 a panel visited our
empty

house

on

SCCLT

and

ask

Sunrise

Terrace

questions.

As

to

learn

a

about

United

Way

member since 2016, this was the land trust's third
site

visit.

Thank

community

you

members

to
who

all

those

serve

on

dedicated
allocation

committees.

Upcoming:
We're sponsoring a street painting at the upcoming
53rd Central Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts, July 11

Helping Hands

- 14. This year the street painters will be working on

By Executive Director Colleen Ritter

Foster Avenue at S. Allen Street, exposing their

The following appeared in the Helping Hands Column on June 6, 2019

beautiful work to much larger audiences.
Additionally,

June is the time to celebrate homeownership. In Centre County, there

WE WANT YOU to be a part of the

Festival's Little Art Alley exhibition. For a $5 fee, you

″

″ square on

are programs available to support lower-income households to purchase

get a beautiful box of pastels, a 14 x 14

their first home. The State College Community Land Trust (SCCLT) is one

the street to draw on and the opportunity to create

of

a masterpiece! SCCLT supporters and homeowners

these

programs.

Housing

prices

in

Centre

County

have

been

increasing at a much faster rate than wages, thus making it increasingly

are encouraged to be a part of the fun!

more challenging for first-time homebuyers to find an affordable house
to purchase.
The SCCLT was formed in 1996 and since then over 65 households
have purchased their home through us. The SCCLT is one of the first
community land trusts operating in Pennsylvania. Currently there are
over 225 community land trusts throughout the US. Community land trusts (CLTs) are nonprofit organizations
governed by a board of CLT residents, community residents and public representatives that provide lasting
community assets and shared equity homeownership opportunities for families and communities. The heart of the
CLT work is the creation of homes that remain permanently affordable, providing successful homeownership
opportunities for generations of lower income families.
How does the SCCLT work? Income eligible homebuyers purchase the house and lease the land that the
house is sitting on from the SCCLT. The SCCLT retains ownership of the land. This lease ensures that the house
will remain affordable forever, as whoever buys the home is required to sell it to someone else that is incomequalified.
To further enhance housing affordability, the SCCLT is looking to reduce monthly utility costs in our homes to make them more
affordable. Last year, the SCCLT built and sold two net-zero energy ready homes (GreenBuild). As a result of the partnerships
developed during the GreenBuild project, we are continuing to work together on our new Energy+ initiative. Energy+ is a program
to design, implement, and evaluate residential energy efficiency-focused capital improvements specifically for affordable housing
in the State College area. This program will systematically address residential energy efficiency towards “permanent affordability”
of existing housing stock in order to lessen resident energy burdens, reduce the environmental impact of existing housing stock, and
enhance the public investment in housing affordability.
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State College Community Land Trust
1315 S. Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone: 814-867-0656
Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org
Return Service Requested

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC)
Centre County Council for Human Services
Centre County Housing and Land Trust
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania
Centre County Affordable Housing Coalition
Centre County United Way
Grounded Solutions Network

SCCLT MEMBERSHIP/ DONATION FORM
Your Gift to SCCLT Supports:

A donation qualifies you as a member

$50 - Integrated smoke detector

$250

$100

$50

$25

other _______

$100 - Two rooms with low VOC
paint

Name / Business or Organization

$250 - Home energy audit

Address

$500 - New, energy efficient, lead
free window

City, State, Zip Code

$1000 - Upgrade electrical service
OR roof/utility repair

Telephone (Daytime / Evening)

Email Address

$5000+ - Down payment towards
adding a new home to the trust

I/We wish to remain anonymous
Include my/our names in appropriate publicity
06/2019

The State College Community Land Trust, Inc. is a
501 (c) 3 organization under the Internal Revenue
Code. Its official registration and financial
information may be obtained from the PA Dept. of
State at 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not
imply endorsement.

