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Learn about the roots of the CLT movement in a virtual watch party of
Arc of Justice and stick around afterwards for a community
conversation about affordable housing in our region. Details, pg. 3

FROM THE PRESIDENT
VICKI FONG

In spring 2021, the State College Community Land Trust will celebrate its 25th year of building
affordable homeownership in the Borough of State College. Thanks to your generous support and
many dedicated volunteers, we have helped to empower 72 homeowner families and preserved 49
(soon to be 50) forever homes throughout neighborhoods in the Borough. In addition, 300-some
individuals have received financial education and budget counseling.

Did you know that the model of a community land trust was forged in the Civil Rights struggle in the
American South? In 1969, New Communities, Inc. was founded in Albany, GA and is generally
credited with being the first community land trust (CLT).

Author and Co-Producer of the film "Arc of Justice" John Emmeus Davis said: “New Communities
was a product of a fertile seedbed of theoretical ideas, practical experiments, and social
movements built up over the span of a hundred years….this fragile shoot required another decade
of cultivation and hybridization before it was ready for wider adoption in cities, suburbs, and
towns.”

This year, SCCLT will review and update its application processes and marketing to ensure that we
are reaching as many residents as possible across Centre County who may be interested in our
services. We are contacting several community organizations to collaborate on greater outreach
activities. Our goal is to offer greater access and opportunities for applicants, volunteers, and
organizational leadership.

Please join SCCLT on October 29th, for a virtual watch party of “Arc of Justice” that tells the story
of New Communities, Inc. We are hosting this virtual watch party in partnership with Schlow Centre
Region Library. Use your Schlow Library card to stream the film on their streaming service, Kanopy,
starting at 7pm. Following the film, community advocates will discuss how affordable housing plays
an essential role in the push for equity. For more details and to sign up for this virtual event visit the
event page at https://www.schlowlibrary.org/events/arc-justice-watch-party-conversation

Stay safe, stay well,

Vicki Fong
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Join us for a virtual watch party!
Curious about the roots of the CLT movement? Join us for a virtual watch party of Arc of
Justice in partnership with Schlow Library and join us afterwards for a community conversation
about the state of affordable housing in the Centre Region, how the roots of the CLT
movement continue to bear fruit in this moment, and what work remains to secure access to
safe, affordable housing for all. The event is free but registration is required. Sign up at
https://www.schlowlibrary.org/events/arc-justice-watch-party-conversation

October 29th, 7-9 pm
Virtual watch party followed by Q&A session with:
John Emmeus Davis
Co-producer
Niki Von Lockette
Associate Professor of Public Policy and
African American Studies
Donald Hahn
District Judge and Former Mayor of State
College

An update about our Outreach and Development
Committee work from Nona Nina
Did you read the “Black Lives Matter” statement that Colleen circulated in June? It gave me one more reason
to be happy to be part of the SCCLT, and was a push to identify some “concrete actions we can take” to
address “the detrimental effects of structural racism in housing”. As a member of the Outreach and
Development committee, I work with others to represent the outward face of our organization with
newsletters, brochures, social media, events and advertising. At our July meeting, we wondered about next
steps and decided to audit those items for diversity to see if we could improve them. I mentioned my prior
experience as a daycare teacher where the goal was that every child be able to “see themselves” reflected
in our classroom materials.

This reminded me of a story and sent me to the attic for a box that would help me remember the details. It
was 1995 and I was leading a workshop for other daycare teachers on diversity in the classroom. I displayed
many relevant materials and the 23rd exhibit was where I let my creativity run wild. I set up a tiny
“classroom” in a corner and invited the teachers to participate as if they were young children and then to
report how they felt. All of the materials in this classroom, the dolls, the picture books, and wall decorations
represented people of color. One activity asked the “children” to “make a collage of your family” but
provided only copies of “Essence” magazine. The other invited them to “color an authentic Anglo-Saxon.” I
don’t think that my experiment landed with most of the teachers, but it was worth it for the one teacher who
said, “I just realized how ____(the one child of color) must feel in my classroom.”

Does our outreach allow everyone to “see” themselves as potential volunteers, board members, and
especially homeowners? We can and will do better.
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Property Updates
Houses Under Development
407 Orlando Avenue

The Real Estate and Rehab team met at this property to brainstorm, and Envinity performed an Energy
Audit. Renovations will begin later this fall and the home will be sold early in 2021.

1505 & 1507 University Dr.

The Real Estate and Rehab and Energy+ teams met at this property to brainstorm about renovations,
and Envinity performed an Energy Audit. Renovations on these homes will be extensive and therefore
will not begin until 2021.

For Sale: 1310 Old Boalsburg Road

S

al

e

n
e
P

di

Ranch style home available for sale on a quiet street.

ng

Features three bedrooms, one bathroom, partially finished
basement, covered patio and detached garage. Within
walking distance to schools, stores, restaurants and more.
Home has oil heat and a wood stove in the dining room.
Included: Range/Oven, Refrigerator, Washer, Dryer

960 square feet,
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More SCCLT News

Welcome to our 72nd Homeowner!
SCCLT Welcomed our 72nd
Homeowner to the
neighborhood in August. Closing
day has gotten a little more
complicated with masks and
distance but the experience of
welcoming a new homeowner is
no less exciting. Thank you to
our partners at Nittany
Settlement Company and Jersey
Shore State Bank for bringing
this closing across the finish line.
We look forward to welcoming
more homeowners this fall.

SCCLT Receives Grants
In August SCCLT found out that we were selected to be amongst the cohort of PA housing practitioners to
have projects funded by the Pennsylvania Housing Affordability Rehabilitation Enhancement (PHARE) fund,
administered by the PA Housing Finance Agency (PHFA) for 2020. We will use our funds to include energy
efficient upgrades in our next round of acquisition and rehab projects. Other local organizations to receive
2020 PHARE funding are Housing Transitions, Habitat for Humanity of Greater Centre County, the Philipsburg
Revitalization Corporation, and Centre County Government. Additionally, SCCLT also received an award of
funds from the PA Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) that will be used to add
another home (house #50!) to the trust, to be purchased sometime this Fall.

While these funds will go a long way towards ensuring that SCCLT's work creating permanently affordable
housing continues, an additional grant awarded by the Centre Foundation's COVID-19 ACTION Fund in
September will compensate for lost fundraising revenue and increased expenses related to Covid-19. In a
time when home matters more than ever, we feel honored to be able to continue creating permanently
affordable homeownership opportunities for our community.
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A Different Halloween

By Nona Nina

My neighborhood list-serve has begun a discussion about what Halloween might be like this
year. Parents are wondering how candy can be safely distributed and hoping for a coordinated celebration in the neighborhood. The CDC has just said that we should forego
trick-or treating. We know that our holiday celebration this year cannot be like those we
remember, but maybe we could borrow an idea from the past and add some modern
technology.

In my Mom’s hometown of Hazelton, PA in the early 1930’s each child prepared a small
performance to present at every home. They could sing a song, play a musical instrument,
recite a poem or perform a dance. Mom, not a natural entertainer, remembers singing with
a group of friends. She recalls a cousin heroically carrying a full size accordion on his
Halloween rounds. This custom seems so civilized. Instead of collecting the loot and racing
away to the next house, the young people provide a bit of entertainment and receive
recognition for the skills they’ve been working on.

Being

outside

after

dark

on

a

fall

evening

is

part

of

the

Halloween

experience

so

I

recommend live performances. Weather permitting, they could take place at the end of
one’s front walk or safely distanced in a park. An accordion would work really well! Children
who don’t perform, especially the younger ones, could enjoy the role of audience and
perhaps

be

inspired

to

new

artistic

pursuits.

Older

children

and

teens

could

significant civic contribution.

Modern

technology

might

solve

the

problem

of

Halloween

someone please invent an app that allows one to donate
a small amount remotely to a “treat fund” on the child’s
or parent’s device? Not quite as fun or messy as the old
way, but it would solve the problem of viruses, allergies
and other personal restrictions, and most importantly,
prevent

adult

weight

gain

from

too

many

unclaimed

treats!
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Volunteer Board members wanted!
The State College Community Land Trust (SCCLT) is currently
seeking two volunteer board members to serve beginning in January,
2021. SCCLT is an established Community Housing Development
Organization located in the Borough that relies on dedicated
volunteers to further our mission of creating and preserving
community controlled, permanently affordable housing in State
College. We welcome candidates interested in promoting affordable
homeownership in the borough. At least one candidate should be
from a low-income household, as defined by household size (see
income guidelines at www.scclandtrust.org/apply.html). Borough
residents who are currently renters and/or who reflect diverse
backgrounds, including historically marginalized communities, are
strongly encouraged to apply.

Partner
Spotlight!

Check out a pre-renovation tour of 407
Orlando Ave. on our YouTube channel!

The HOME Foundation

State College Community
Land Trust
1315 S. Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone: 814-867-0656

One of our closest partners is the newly re-named
HOME Foundation (THF). They do all of the housing
counseling for our applicants. THF is a Community
Housing Development Organization and a full-

Follow us:
@StateCollegeCommunityLandTrust

service HUD Approved & PHFA Housing Counseling

@SCCommLandTrust

Agency that provides free supportive housing

@statecollegelandtrust

education and housing counseling services to all

Board of Directors
Vicki Fong, President
Derek Canova
Eric Haffner, Vice President
Joe Cortazzo
Michael Joyce, Secretary
Polly Dunn
Jay Hummer, Treasurer
Ron Filippelli
David Brown
Peter Kemper
Suzanne Bruening
Susan Venegoni

Centre County residents. THF is a sister organization
of Housing Transitions, a human service agency
providing homeless assistance.

Staff
Colleen Ritter, Executive Director
Anna Kochersperger,
Outreach and Development Coordinator

Visit them at
https://www.thehomefoundation
cc.org/housing-counseling
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State College Community Land Trust
1315 S. Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone: 814-867-0656
Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org
Return Service Requested

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC)
Centre County Council for Human Services
Centre County Housing and Land Trust
Centre County Affordable Housing Coalition
Centre County United Way
Community Diversity Group
Grounded Solutions Network
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania

SCCLT MEMBERSHIP/ DONATION FORM
Your Gift to SCCLT Supports:

A donation qualifies you as a member

$50 - Integrated smoke detector

$250

$100

$50

$25

other _______

$100 - Two rooms with low VOC
paint

Name / Business or Organization

$250 - Home energy audit

Address

$500 - New, energy efficient, lead
free window

City, State, Zip Code

$1000 - Upgrade electrical service
OR roof/utility repair

Telephone (Daytime / Evening)

Email Address

$5000+ - Down payment towards
adding a new home to the trust

I/We wish to remain anonymous
Include my/our names in appropriate publicity
10/2020

The State College Community Land Trust, Inc. is a
501 (c) 3 organization under the Internal Revenue
Code. Its official registration and financial
information may be obtained from the PA Dept. of
State at 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not
imply endorsement.

