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A MESSAGE FROM BOARD
PRESIDENT, PETER KEMPER

Strategic Planning
"If you don’t know where you’re going,
you probably won’t get there.”
This has been attributed to Yogi Berra. Whether that sentiment is correct or not, it is my type
of truth. The Land Trust is in the last year of its five-year strategic plan, and so your board is
working on the plan for the next five years with helpful guidance from Catherine Alloway,
our strategic planning consultant.
To develop the plan, we need to better understand SCCLT’s strengths and weaknesses, and
the opportunities and threats that face us. An important source of information will be email
surveys, one to Land Trust homeowners and a separate one to a sample of our membership
and donors. If you receive an email survey this month, please take a few minutes to respond.
Another important source will be personal interviews with local leaders and experts in
housing. Board members and staff will conduct personal interviews with State College
Borough and Centre County officials, staff of Housing Transitions and other social service
nonprofits, Penn State faculty, bankers, realtors, and developers. If asked, I hope that you
will take the time to share your expertise, perspective, and advice.
At the beginning of November, the board and staff will have a retreat to review the
information collected and the state of the organization. Based on this, we will develop the
goals of our next five-year plan. The resulting plan will be drafted and approved by the full
board. Our goal is to present the new plan to you at our annual meeting in January.
If you have input, please email us at director@scclandtrust.org.
In appreciation,
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Forever Fund Celebration

We were able to thank donors and volunteers at the September Forever Fund Celebration on the
sixth floor of the new Eric J. Barron Innovation Hub downtown.
What a view, what a crew! A big thank you to Christine Novinskie Olbrich and PSU Office of
Entrepreneurship & Commercialization for allowing us to use this amazing space.

Welcome New Board Members
Abdulai Rashid is a 2L at Penn State Law. He is an aspiring
patent attorney. He has interests in weightlifting and track.

Abdulai Rashid

Matt Toms has been a State College resident since 2007 and an SCCLT
homeowner since 2009. He, his wife Olivia, and their three kids deeply
appreciate the gift of an affordable home in the borough. He is currently
employed by Wellspring Church.
Matt Toms
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Property Updates
1021 S. Atherton St. - $135,000
Students beautified our property with lots of brush clean up and weeding
the yard. Thank you to our awesome volunteers for PSU's Fresh START
Day of Service.

Sunday,
October 30,
1 to 4 p.m.

ReFreshed yard and ready, this updated home is seeking its next owner.

Development Update for SCCLT Property

A Centre County CASH Grant will help
us build a new home on this property.

SCCLT has been the owner of the land and steward of the home at 1150
S. Garner since it became a land trust home in 2005. We’re proud to
report that three first-time homeowner households made their home
here between 2005 and 2022. In the last few years, we have become
aware of several structural deficiencies in the home that were not
apparent in the original home inspections. In 2021, SCCLT and the most
recent homeowner worked with an engineering firm to bolster the
foundation with temporary bracing. This allowed the homeowner to
safely live in the home until they found a suitable new home to
purchase, and at that point SCCLT purchased the home back.

After lengthy discussions with our Board of Directors, as well as contractors, architects, engineers,
and the State College Borough Planning Office, SCCLT has decided to demolish the existing
structure and replace it with a new safe, affordable, and energy-efficient home. This decision was
not made lightly. However, we are guided by our mission to provide affordable and safe
homeownership opportunities for first-time homebuyers, and we feel confident that this decision
best supports successful and desirable homeownership here into the future.
Demolition will begin in the coming months, and plans for the future home will follow. We look
forward to developing this new SCCLT home and welcome continued input from our Board of
Directors and community members throughout the process.
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In the Community

Wonderful opportunities to display Energy+ posters at LION Bash, the State College Municipal
Building and Schlow Centre Region Library.

SCCLT was happy to support the Easterly Parkway Fun Run, a
beloved annual event in the community. Living in a land trust
home means access to good schools like Easterly Parkway. Many
of our land trust kids attend here, and families love that they can
walk from home.

As a partner agency of the United Way, SCCLT's Executive Director, Colleen Ritter, enjoyed
attending the 2022 Centre County United Way Campaign Kickoff. She also volunteered and had a
great time at Community Diversity Group's third annual Multicultural Unity Fair in the State
College Municipal Building. Find us downtown at State College Fall Fest on Oct. 15, 10AM-3PM.
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With Gratitude
Jon Eich was an invaluable public
servant who made our community
great. He will be missed. Our
condolences go out to his family and
friends. We are grateful for the
donations sent to us in his memory.
Their impact, like his, will last forever.

Thanks to Truist, SCCLT was
featured in the special section for
non-profits in August Town & Gown.
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Land Trust News
10/30 Open House

New Energy+ Video

Celebrate World Community Land Trust (CLT)
Day with us on Sunday, October 30th, 1:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. With our partners, Centre
County Housing and Land Trust, The Home
Foundation and State College Borough
Planning Office, learn about affordable
homeownership opportunities and local
resources. And tour our fantastic, updated
land trust home for sale at 1021 South
Atherton Street.

"It's really helped my sense of wellbeing.
I have less anxiety and more confidence."

Energy+ partners in the Centre Region are
thinking about affordable housing as a
solution to the climate crisis.
Many thanks to filmmaker Tom and
participants from the community for donating
their time to create this impactful video.
You can view this, and other videos about our
work and properties, on the SCCLT YouTube
page. Like and subscribe to be notified when
new videos are available.

State College Community Land Trust
1315 S. Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone: 814-867-0656

Helping Hands Article in CDT:
Will You Be Our 54th Forever
Home? September 7, 2022
The sale of your house to SCCLT would help
us meet the urgent need for equitable access
to homeownership. We buy as-is, at
appraised value. There's no need to clean,
renovate or state the house. It's a quick, cash
sales. We couldn't do this important work
without generous donors who invest in the
wellbeing of neighbors and communities,
improving
present
and
future,
for
generations.

Follow us:
@StateCollegeCommunityLandTrust
@SCCommLandTrust

@statecollegelandtrust

Board of Directors
Peter Kemper, President
Joe Cortazzo
Eric Haffner, Vice President
Tsultrim Datso
Jay Hummer, Treasurer
Vicki Fong
Kathy O. Yeaple, Secretary
Abdulai Rashid
David Brown
Emily Rosenman
Derek Canova
Jennifer Stahl
Matt Toms
Staff
Colleen Ritter, Executive Director
Jennifer Jourdan,
Outreach and Development Coordinator
Lorie Waters, Real Estate and Stewardship
Coordinator
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State College Community Land Trust
1315 S. Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone: 814-867-0656
www.scclandtrust.org
Return Service Requested

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC)
Centre County Council for Human Services
Centre County United Way
Community Diversity Group
Grounded Solutions Network
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania

SCCLT MEMBERSHIP/ DONATION FORM
Your Gift to SCCLT Supports:

A donation qualifies you as a member

$50 - Integrated smoke detector

$250

$100

$50

$25

other _______

$100 - Two rooms with low VOC
paint

Name / Business or Organization

$250 - Home energy audit

Address

$500 - New, energy efficient, lead
free window

City, State, Zip Code

$1000 - Upgrade electrical service
OR roof/utility repair

Telephone (Daytime / Evening)

Email Address

$5000+ - Down payment towards
adding a new home to the trust

I/We wish to remain anonymous
Include my/our names in appropriate publicity
10/2022

The State College Community Land Trust, Inc. is a
501 (c) 3 organization under the Internal Revenue
Code. Its official registration and financial
information may be obtained from the PA Dept. of
State at 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not
imply endorsement.

