HOMESTAGE TAKES CENTER STAGE
So... What's HomeStage? So happy
you asked because HomeStage is
the Marketing committee's current
large project. HomeStage is a 2 day
event on September 13 and 14 in
which a home recently purchased by
the SCCLT will be fully staged and
decorated by professional area interior designers as well as some of our
own homeowners. For a $10 ticket
you can tour the rooms, finding
many clever and creative ways to
make a house a home. Each designer will bring their own style to
their room, but each designer is also
working with a budget-friendly, affordable decor in mind. All items in
the rooms will have tags that state
their source and price. Some rooms
will have re-purposed pieces. Each
room will also have several design
hints written by the individual designers.

!We hope you'll support this marketing event and fellow homeowners.
Please pass on the word to those
who care about creating pleasant
and functional spaces to live in. The
proceeds from ticket sales will go
toward GreenBuild. Stay tuned for
more on this other exciting initiative!

FROM THE PRESIDENT
2014 has been a busy year for
the State College Community
Land Trust (SCCLT). Three of
our current homeowners are
moving on and are in the
process of selling their homes,
realizing the benefit of the equity that they have built up via
homeownership and passing
the benefit of these properties
to new income-qualified firsttime homebuyers. This aspect
of the SCCLT, that our properties remain in the program in
perpetuity, is one of the program’s best features. Every SCCLT property will provide an opportunity for home ownership to many different qualified homebuyers over the years.
With our properties and the work of our dedicated
staff, board, and volunteers, the SCCLT remains a dynamic and responsible means to promote community
through the realization of the dream of homeownership. By providing income-qualified work force housing within the borough of State College, individuals
who work here can enjoy the benefit of home ownership as they also contribute to the community. It
takes this combination of our properties and qualified
people to make the SCCLT work and for the borough
to receive the maximum return on our program.
To help promote the SCCLT we are currently gearing
up to put on a “HomeStage” event on September 13
and 14, 2014. This event will showcase one of our
State College homes as “decorated with BIG ideas,
not a big budget.” We will collaborate with some local
businesses and designers, including some of our own
SCCLT homeowners. The designers will use a limited
budget with an emphasis on reusing and recycling to
decorate the home.
We will sell tickets for this event and hope to use the
funds to finance some of our future projects. In addition to raising funds for the SCCLT and our projects,
we hope that this demonstration of creative and economically responsible decorating by local designers,
professional and otherwise, will inspire your own inner
designer.
One of the projects we are seeking to finance, not
only with the proceeds from the HomeStage event,
but through our more usual fundraising channels, is an
exciting new project to build sustainable, environmen-

tally friendly, housing for moderate-income homebuyers. This “GreenBuild”
project will be designed and built in conjunction with Penn State’s School of Architecture. This particular endeavor is
especially exciting. It provides a new avenue to enhance the borough community, as well as representing an opportunity
for the land trust and Penn State to work
together.
Michael Joyce
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The Homeowners committee sponsored a
potluck dinner for fellow homeowners as well as
board and committee members in late April. It
was held at the Friends Meeting House. Those
who attended got a chance to meet our newest
homeowners, the newest, small homeowners, all
while tasting a wide array of family special and
favorite recipes. "A good time was had by all" is a
cliche, but so true in the case of this wonderful
event.

Do you make purchases through Amazon.com?
If so, the SCCLT can receive a donation equal to 0.5%
of the price of most of your purchases. To register is
easy. Go to www.smile.amazon.com and type State
College Community Land Trust in the organization
box.
Note that any future Amazon purchases need to be
made via www.smile.amazon.com in order for SCCLT
to receive the donation. smile.amazon.com has all the
same functionality as Amazon.com. The only difference is that a purchase made on smile.amazon.com,
nets a donation to the SCCLT. So far Amazon Smiles
Purchases have netted us $17.96; hardly a fortune,
but every bit counts!

!
Centre Gives Thank You:
!

Thank you to those who chose to support SCCLT
through the recent Centre Gives fundraising event. We
are so thankful to those who donated a total of
$2,289.67 to support the mission of creating sustainable housing opportunities within the Borough of State
College.

AN APPRECIATION
Bryon May has been a steadfast volunteer and supporter
of the SCCLT in many and different ways, not the least of
which has been his Welcome Home column Decorating
on a Shoestring.
Lively and informative, the column reinforced the fact that
good design isn’t necessarily expensive.
Bryon’s taking a hiatus due to other responsibilities, but
we hope he’ll return from time to time to these pages with
other contributions. Thanks, Bryon!

You can help the SCCLT in its work in the community. If you know of a house in the borough which is
on the market for under $200K, let us know, and
we’ll follow up!

UMUGANDA
This March I had an amazing opportunity to do volunteer work in Rwanda for two weeks. I was helping
in a children's home and mentoring pre-school
teachers. I was able to go because my airfare was
paid by contributions from many friends, colleagues,
neighbors and family members, in other words, people with whom I have worked and played. While I
was there, I learned about and participated in Umuganda, a national day of community service that
takes place on the last Saturday of every month.
Rwandan citizens between the ages of 18 and 65
spend the morning working on projects for the good
of the community that are planned and organized by
a village committee. Imagine a National Day of Caring that happens every month but with an expectation for everyone to participate. I was awoken on the
last Saturday in March by singing in the garden outside my bedroom at the Urukundo Children's Home.
The men whose paid employment is guarding the

There were some young helpers when my Highlands
neighborhood trash crew did our annual shift for the
Arts Festival this July. The very youngest, age four,
started out with great gusto then quickly faded, but
what a great opportunity he had to learn about the
pleasures of working together with neighbors to accomplish a difficult task. I look forward to being a
part of the "trash crew" every year. Block parties,
potluck dinners and neighborhood association meetings are great but you really get to know your neighbors when you sling trash bags together for a few
hours!

!
home at night were working in the garden for Umuganda. While some of the other visiting volunteers
led the children to clean up trash on the grounds, I
worked to help refurbish a kitchen garden that had
been damaged by heavy rains. Children are not required to work on Umuganda, but like children
everywhere, these loved helping adults with important work.

!

The common meaning of the word umuganda is a
pole that is used in house building. The umuganda
(pole) supports the roof just as Umuganda (community service) supports the village. The SCCLT is a
village of sorts that has many opportunities for volunteer work. Whatever your abilities you and your children can make new friends and deepen your relationship to this "village" by helping. Contact the SCCLT office to find out about opportunities and to volunteer. I look forward to working with you!

!Nina Fellin
!

In this issue, Mary Wilson joins us as a columnist, and
we enthusiastically welcome her! Mary is a long-time
SCCLT homeowner and as such brings a special
point of view to “frugal design”. -Ed.

!

!

MOMS ARE USUALLY RIGHT!

“Pick one thing up and do one thing with it.” Oh, I can
hear Mom now teaching all five of us how to most
efficiently clean our rooms all those years ago — do
not keep moving it from one place to another. And
doesn’t it sound like a good ditty to keep in your head
as you labor through a roomful of weekly discards?
Certainly. However, I
have found the maternal mantra at times
comes up short and
needs a rethink.
When I bought my
Land Trust home nearly
15 years ago as a divorced mother of three,
it took great effort to
balance the monthly
budget, let alone find a
pile of extra greenbacks to do the
projects I dreamed
about in nearly every
room. Some things just
had to wait. However, I
have learned over the
years that, with creative
thinking, not everything
has to await the arrival of the proverbial ship. Thinking
outside the ‘boat’ and being willing to try something a
little unusual can bridge the gap and, also, provide for
some enjoyable weekends searching for unwanted
items that need to be seen as something new.

We have a long, narrow combination living room/dining room that some perfectly honest teen once said
looked like a truck trailer. “A trailer?!,” says I. “Yes,”
she replied, “the furniture is all pushed against the
long walls ready to be moved to Alaska.” And, she
was right. But what can one do with an ill-designed
room but learn to live with it? The search was on for
an answer. Thank goodness, my new, frugal husband
jumped right into the project and saw ways to repurpose items I hadn’t envisioned at all.
A half can of green paint was not enough to cover a
room. Throw it away, or use it anyway? Use it on one
wall. Those two-dollar gray metal chairs at Goodwill
could be turned into eye-catching wall art with a can
of black spray paint and recovering the seats with
forgotten fabric stashed in the attic. A banged-up,
discounted painting from Ollie’s and a few checkered
dinner plates from CentrePeace could become best
friends when paired together. A six-inch wide folded
wooden table offered at the Land Trust’s first “Upscale
Garage Sale” could become the center of the new
“café” and could launch the transformation of the dining room end of that “trailer”. And a black dresser being abandoned by a departing neighbor could become a contemporary credenza for table linens and
extra serving dishes. Add two
new Pier One wicker parsons chairs found on sale
and, suddenly, half the
room was coming alive with
texture and color.
Our new café took weeks
of happy searching to pull
together and cost all of
$178. The time spent has
taught us that it is okay to
take a chance on trying
something new with something old, and color can
certainly make a sudden
and dramatic change to a
boring corner of a room.
Do not be afraid to go on
your own weekend adventures through the attic, thrift
stores, or neighborhood
yard sales looking at items not for what they are but
for what they could be. Because Mom was not always right. Sometimes, you can pick something up
and do more than one thing with it.
Now, what about the other half of the trailer?
Mary E. Wilson

2014 VOLUNTEER
OF THE YEAR

AFFORDABLE HOME
OWNERSHIP FAIR
April 11, 2014, several members of the State College Community Land Trust were in the hospital.
Luckily, they weren’t at Mt. Nittany Medical Center
to get services but to provide some. The SCCLT
contingent included Polly Dunn, Sue Hiester, Peg
Hambrick, and Colleen Ritter, who represented the
SCCLT at an Affordable Home Ownership fair hosted by Mt. Nittany Medical Center for their employees and the community at large.
SCCLT joined other Centre County agencies at this
program including: Centre County First-time Homebuyer Program, Centre County Housing and Land
Trust, Habitat for Humanity, State College Borough
First-Time Homebuyer Program, and Temporary
Housing Foundation First-time Homebuyer Program.
National Penn Bank and Reliance Bank were also
represented.

When informed that he was our choice for 2014
Volunteer of the Year, Michael Joyce replied, "I'll
smile all week." Actually, Michael, it's the State College Community Land Trust who has been smiling
since you became a first-time homeowner in 2010
and joined the SCCLT's growing organization. You
immediately became a very involved homeowner,
serving on every committee we have and actively
promoting the mission of the SCCLT at every opportunity.
As our current board president you have taken us
to a new efficiency of meetings-something not
easy to accomplish-an inclusiveness of all board
and committee members and most important for
our future viability, you have emphasized sustainability in our mission, our finances and our outreach.
While we all smile at you're confusing a "rooster"
with a chicken wandering your neighborhood, we
will always appreciate your efforts to ensure our
future in the borough of State College.

Several Mt. Nittany Medical Center employees
stopped in during the lunch hour to find out more
about affordable home ownership opportunities in
Centre County. The SCCLT plans to participate in
future fairs on employers’ sites. If you are a local
employer and would like to host a program for your
employees contact Colleen Ritter, SCCLT Program
Coordinator.

CHECK OUT THE
SCCLT PAGE ON

HOUSES FOR SALE
Since all land trust houses are in the
borough of State College, all are close to
employment, grocery stores, medical
offices, schools and public transportation. Most are within easy walking or bicycling distance of Penn State, downtown State College and elementary
schools as well as the high school.
Some houses have garages, basements,
extra large lots, mature trees and land-

scaping-everything that begins to make
a house a home! All are in nice, friendly
neighborhoods scattered throughout the
borough.

!

If you are a first-time home buyer and
are interested in any of these houses
currently for sale, please take the first
step and give our office a call at
814-867-0656.

239 Sunrise Terrace, $90,500.00
Single Family Ranch Style Home, Three Bedrooms,
1 Bath,
1050 Sq. Ft

910 Walnut Street, $125,000.00
Single Family, Two Story Home, Three Bedrooms, Two Bathrooms, One Car Garage
1224 Sq. Ft., .22 Acre

1009 Walnut St., $119,000.00
Cape Cod Style Home, Oil Heat, Four Bedrooms, Two
Baths, Unfinished Basement, One Car Garage, Updated
Kitchen And Bathrooms.
1480 Sq. Ft, .22 Acre

127 W. Irvin Avenue , $107,000.00
Single Family Ranch Style, Four Bedrooms Plus Basement
Bedroom, Two Baths, Hardwood Floors, Private Backyard,
Carport, Covered Patio (Backyard)
1200 Sq.Ft + 1200 Sq. Ft, Basement, 0.15 Acre

1150 South Garner Street, $117,850

!

Single Family Home, Three Bedrooms, 1 Bath,
Hardwood Floors, Brick Fireplace With Woodburner,Double Sized Lot
1110 sq. ft., .22 acre

!

CONGRESSIONAL
REPRESENTATIVES

In order for the State College Community Land
Trust to continue to provide affordable housing
for first-time homebuyers and to increase the
number of owner-occupied homes in the Borough, we need federal support.
Please contact the officials who represent us
and tell them to continue to support affordable
housing programs.
Senator Bob Casey (D)
State College Borough Council Member Tom
Daubert presents the 2014 Arnold Addison Award
to long-time SCCLT volunteer, board member and
past president Peg Hambrick. The Arnold Addison
Award was established in 2007 to recognize a person or group who has promoted the welfare of the
community through town/gown relations. Hambrick
was honored for her work in improving relations
between fraternities and homeowners in the Highlands neighborhood.

393 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: (202) 224-6324
Toll Free: (866) 802-2833
Fax: (202) 228-0604
http://casey.senate.gov/contact/
Senator Patrick Toomey (R)
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

IS COMING!

A fast-paced, hard-working group of volunteer
painters, fueled with doughnuts, began the
preparation process for HomeStage at 239 Sunrise Terrace on a Saturday in late July. What a
difference a clean, new coat of paint makes! We
even created an awesome strip effect for our
HomeStage event. Be sure to buy a ticket to see
what the entire transformation looks like!

State College Community Land Trust
1315 South Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801
Phone/Fax: 814-867-0656
Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org
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Return Service Requested

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC)
CCAR / Centre County Association of Realtors
Centre County Council for Human Services
Centre County Housing and Land Trust
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania
National Community Land Trust Network

MEMBER:

SCCLT MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM

!A monetary donation qualifies you as a member.

!

$50 - will buy an integrated smoke detector OR
it will defray the cost of pre and post budget
counseling for first time homebuyers

Enclosed is my Donation in the amount of
☐ $10 ☐ $25 ☐ $50 ☐ $100 ☐ $250
☐ other___________________
Yes, I would like to work on the following committee(s):
☐ Finance
☐ Marketing and Outreach
☐ Real Estate and Rehabilitation ☐ Fundraising

!

$100-will allow volunteers to paint two rooms
with low VOC paint OR install an energy efficient
window

!

!_____________________________________________

$250 – will allow us to upgrade a new appliance to an Energy Star appliance OR offset the
cost of legal counseling for purchasing a borough
home

Name/Business or Organization

!
!
!

_____________________________________________

!_____________________________________________
!____________________________ _________________
Address

$500-will ensure one house will be lead-free
OR provide for an emergency repair fund

City, State, Zip Code

Telephone (Day time and Evening)

!

Date____/____/____ New ☐ Cont. ☐ Letter sent:____/_____/____

Send to:
State College Community Land Trust
1315 South Allen St., Suite 306
State College, PA 16801

$1000-allows upgraded electrical service to
meet code OR provide for a roof to be replaced

Email address

For Office Use:
Check #___________________ $______________________

Do You Know What YOUR Donation to
the SCCLT Will Allow Us To Do?

8/14

Thank you for your monetary support of safe,
upgraded and affordable housing in the Borough
of State College.
State College Community Land Trust, Inc. is a 501(c)3 organization under the Internal Revenue Code. The official
registration and financial information of the State College
Community Land Trust, Inc. may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

