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Foraging With Nina 

Food is where you find it! Find 
Nina on page 5. 

Houses for Sale 

You could be in the market 
and not even know it! Check 
‘em out on page 8. 

GreenBuild 

What is the point of buying a 
first home if you can’t afford to 
live in it? 

“Sustainability” has become a 
standard term in modern day 
vocabulary, but what does it 
mean for current and future 
SCCLT homeowners? Peg 
Hambrick tells us more on 
page 9. 

Annual Donors List-
p10

This past December Peg Ham-
brick completed nine years as 
a member of the SCCLT Board 
of Directors! Thank you so 
much, Peg! 

During her tenure on the 
Board, Peg handled every task 
professionally, with organiza-
tion and detail (her binder is a 
paper testament to the Land 
Trust’s work), with unflagging 
energy, and always with a win-
ning sense of humor. But most 

of all, she was committed to the SCCLT and its mission of 
finding affordable housing for low and middle income fami-
lies.   

 In 2006 Peg joined the Board as a community member, serv-
ing on the Marketing and Real Estate and Rehab Commit-
tees. She spearheaded our 10th anniversary celebration that 
year. She took on the important but tedious task of updating 
the bylaws. >11

THANKS, PEG!



Vol. XV, No. 1 March 2015

�2

2014 was a very 
good year for 
the State Col-
lege Community 
Land Trust (SC-
CLT). We wel-
comed the 50th 
SCCLT home-
owner into our 
program, held a 
very well re-
ceived Home-

Stage event, and embarked on our new GreenBuild 
project.  The HomeStage event, to which the com-
munity was invited, consisted of local designers 
sprucing up one of our homes with budget friendly 
design ideas. Our GreenBuild project is a new av-
enue for the Land Trust: we aim to design and con-
struct an environmentally and economically sustain-
able duplex for moderate-income homeowners. We 
are now looking forward to an equally, or perhaps an 
even more, successful 2015.  While the GreenBuild 
marks an exciting new arena for the Land Trust, it is 
important for us to remain committed to our existing 
program and continue to serve our homeowners and 
the community. 

When describing the SCCLT to people, it is natural 
for me, as a Land Trust homeowner myself, to focus 
on the benefit to the homeowner. As a borough resi-
dent, I am also aware of the benefit our program im-
parts to the community by providing residents that 
are vested in the neighborhoods of State College in 
a way that renters simply are not.  There are other 
benefits listed on the National Association of Real-
tor’s Houselogic website (www.houselogic.com/
home-diy/why-home-ownership-matters/infographic-
benefits-homeownership/) that indicate other direct 
and indirect benefits of homeownership.  

As indicated earlier, the benefits of homeownership 
are usually presented with respect to the homeown-
er. For example, according to the website cited 
above, the average homeowner’s net worth is 34 
times that of the average renter’s.  While I am well 
versed in the notion that equity is the primary finan-

cial benefit of homeownership, I would never have 
guessed that the benefit is that pronounced. Another 
benefit reported on the website is that 88% of cur-
rent homeowners report that owning a home has 
been a positive experience. This statistic shows the 
value of owning a home has broader value than a 
simple financial calculation. 

The following statistics were also listed regarding 
benefits to the local community. Homeowners are 
28% more likely to repair and improve their home, 
60% more likely to belong to parent teacher organi-
zations, and 28% more likely to vote than renters. In 
my estimation, these numbers flesh out the notion 
that homeowners are more involved in the communi-
ty than renters. 

In addition to the benefits to the homeowners per-
sonally and the benefits to the local community, 
housing and homeownership also enriches the na-
tional economy. Housing accounts for more than 
15% of the national gross domestic product and is a 
key driver of the United States economy.  This eco-
nomic power is drawn from the idea that, on average, 
one job is created for every two homes sold. More 
specifically, for every purchase of a home worth 
$173,000, a total of $60,000 enters the economy 
through direct and indirect spending.  

All of these statistics tout the benefit of homeowner-
ship for people, the local community, and the nation 
as a whole. I believe these details are especially 
telling with regard to the Land Trust, in so far as our 
homeowners would most likely be renters, but for 
the SCCLT. Although the Land Trust is a non-profit 
organization, it serves to broaden the benefits asso-
ciated with homeownership and to increase the 
number of owner-occupied homes in the borough of 
State College.  

Our success to this point is due to our devoted staff, 
our tireless volunteers, and all of our generous sup-
porters. We could not function, let alone continue to 
grow, without their dedication to the State College 
Community Land Trust. 

Michael Joyce

FROM THE PRESIDENT

http://www.houselogic.com/home-diy/why-home-ownership-matters/infographic-benefits-homeownership/
http://www.houselogic.com/home-diy/why-home-ownership-matters/infographic-benefits-homeownership/
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State College Community Land Trust 
1315 South Allen St., Suite 306

State College, PA 16801
Phone/Fax: 814-867-0656

Email: director@scclandtrust.org
www.scclandtrust.org

Board of Directors 
Michael Joyce, President

Susan Venegoni, Vice President
Bryon May, Secretary
Steve Grim, Treasurer

Tom Daubert
Jesse Barlow
Polly Dunn

Susan Thompson
Ron Filippelli

Jerry Wettstone
Vicki Fong

Staff 
Ron Quinn, Executive Director

Colleen Ritter, Program Coordinator
Ann Morris, Office Assistant

Newsletter Editor and Designer 
John Hiester

Website Manager 
Jason Maas

Vicki Fong is the communications manager for 
the College of the Liberal Arts and oversees 
alumni and development communications, as 
well as strategic college news for the dean.  Pre-
viously, she achieved a 23-year- career in strate-
gic communications, crisis management, and 
national media relations in the Office of the 
President at Penn State. 

A 1981 graduate of the College with a degree in 
journalism, Vicki was a reporter and editor with 
several Pennsylvania newspapers and joined the 
University in 1985 as a publications copy 
editor.  She moved to the Public Information 
Department in 1986 and served as manager of 
the news bureau and later, as assistant director 
of public information.   

She was a member and chair of the State Col-
lege Redevelopment Authority, member and 
treasurer of Friends of Schlow Library, and co-
coordinator of the Central Pa. Women of Color.

CHECK OUT THE  

Board Welcomes Fong

mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org
mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org
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When Colleen Ritter, Program Coordinator 
for the State College Community Land 
Trust, visited a Nittany Valley Embroiderers’ 
Guild meeting to explain the Land Trust’s 
mission the members of the Embroiderer’s 
Guild decided that it would be a wonderful 
outreach project to stitch a sampler for 
each of the Land Trust homes.  

The five welcome samplers, each one a sim-
ilar pattern, will be displayed in each of the 
five homes. They will not only welcome the 
family and visitors but also have the street 
address and the date the Land Trust estab-
lished the home. When the home changes 
ownership the sampler will stay with the 
home. 

Many of the Guild members were involved 
in this project, designing, providing the fab-
ric and threads, stitching and framing the 
sampler.  

The members of the Embroiderers’ Guild 
are very pleased to be part of this ongoing 
venture and look forward to stitching more 
samplers as the need arises. 

Interested in this organization? Email 
Suzanne Kerlin at suziekerlin@gmail.com 

Suzanne Kerlin    
Outreach Chair,     
Nittany Valley Embroiderers’ Guild

Suzanne Kerlin

Embroiderers’ Guild Creates “Welcome”       
Samplers for SCCLT Homes

mailto:suziekerlin@gmail.com
mailto:suziekerlin@gmail.com
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Urban Foraging 
 
Food is where you find it. This year the apples 
in my neighborhood, the ones that nobody 
sprays or fusses over, were remarkably bug 
free. The same was true of my quince crop. I'm 
attributing it to last years' hard freeze. It was so 
cold that most of the offending critters did not 
survive. So when I 
spotted a lush 
crop of apples on 
a tree while riding 
to work, I stopped 
to take a closer 
look. The apples 
had some blem-
ishes on the skin, 
but that was all. I 
notice this tree 
every year, and no 
one ever harvests 
it so I didn't worry 
too much when 
my attempt to ask 
permission went unanswered. I usually have 
my bike baskets attached to the side of my 
bike, so I just pulled in under the tree and went 
to work filling the baskets. I didn't even stop to 
take off my helmet, which turned out to be a 
good thing as one or two apples bounced off 
my head in the process. The apples, with the 
offending blemishes peeled off, were 
chopped and added to my morning oatmeal 
for weeks to come.  
 

My friend Linda harvests apples from her own 
trees. This year she brought me a winter sol-
stice present of homegrown applesauce. 
Made from a mix of Red Delicious and 
Jonathan apples, the taste was scintillating! 
The applesauce inspired me to make some 
potato latkes to serve with it. Actually, the 
thought of potato latkes was not far from my 
mind. I had been reading a favorite Hanukkah 
book, "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" 
several times a day at the daycare center 
where I work. I don't know how many times 
you can read the words "platters piled high 
with tasty potato latkes" without making your 
own, but I clearly had reached the critical 
number. I checked my potato basket and 

found that I had 
three small ones 
left. I checked my 
favorite recipe and 
found that it called 
for two pounds. I 
was leaving the 
next day for holi-
day travel, so I 
didn't want to stop 
at the store. I de-
cided to just 
weigh my pota-
toes and adjust 
the recipe. I was 
riding my bike 
home from work 

when I spotted them, four potatoes sitting on 
the grass strip between the sidewalk and Fos-
ter Ave. I pulled up short and turned my bike 
around. They were cold but unblemished and I 
tossed them into my bike basket. Not long af-
ter, I had my own platter "piled high with tasty 
potato latkes" with a side of homemade ap-
plesauce. Was it a Hanukkah miracle..maybe 
yes, maybe no? 

Nina Fellin
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Design with kids or without kids? That is the 
question. Things certainly change after the 
youngest child has taken flight, starting her own 
life’s adventure. Our Land Trust house had sur-
vived years of puzzles, piano lessons, pizza par-
ties, and exploding science projects - memories 
we would not trade for 20 years of full-nights’ 
sleep. But, our suddenly silent home caught us 
completely by surprise.  It took a while, but Mark 
and I eventually adjusted and gave ourselves 
permission to put away the games. It was time to 
call the house our own again; and the joy of 
working on the reclamation together would be 
the first reward. 

We previously promised to get busy on the oth-
er half of that “tractor trailer” of a living room, so 
aptly named years ago by an impulsive, but 
honest, teenaged neighbor. Now was the per-
fect time to start. To the attic went the skates, 
hockey sticks, trumpets, and toys. Out went the 
oversized furniture and piano. And, out came the 
paint cans and drop clothes. 

BEFORE - 

And, in came a few ideas to give the room its 
own individual, some may even say quirky, per-
sonality. The room now has an understated in-
dustrial flavor that started with the gift of artwork 
above the sofa depicting beautiful photographs 
of rust. The ‘rust’ invited the red sofa to the party, 
which, in turn, snuck in the large hourglass and 
the round industrial coffee table. The repainted, 
louvered closet doors were hung flat on the wall 
to serve as a visual stop between the café and 
living room zones; and the high-backed arm-
chair in front of a previously owned cocoa sofa 
table complete the subtle boundary.  

AFTER - 

Mark and I enjoyed going on the hunt for the 
numerous thrift store items, including lamps, 
seen in this living room. And, by encouraging 
one another, we boldly purchased the signature 
red sofa (bed) that not only brings life into the 
room but also secretly offers to serve as guest 
quarters when family or friends visit from afar.  

Don’t be afraid to try a splash of color on your 
walls or windows, or with furniture or acces-
sories, to bring a ho-hum room to life again, too. 
And, to answer the question, it’s ‘with kids’ in this 
house. The ‘grandtoys’ are hidden inside the re-
covered red ottoman waiting for company!  

Mary Wilson 
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Search Open for   
Campaign Director  

SCCLT Board of Directors has ap-
proved the hire of a campaign di-
rector (contracted consultant posi-
tion for one year with a possibility 
of refunding) for the GreenBuild 
project and launched the search 
for suitable candidates. The cam-
paign director will be responsible 
for the general oversight and exe-
cution of fund development oper-
ations for this project, including, 
but not limited to,  developing 
strategies, fund raising activities, 
promotions, special events, poli-
cies and procedures, record keep-
ing and support for active volun-
teers. 

The campaign’s primary goal is to 
raise funds to design and build a 
sustainable and affordable duplex 
with a secondary goal of support-
ing the SCCLT mission long term. 
Check the website 
scclandtrust.org for a full descrip-
tion.

We would like to welcome our SCCLT 
homeowners who purchased their 

SCCLT home in 2014. 

Tracy, Ben & Meredith and family; 
Joel & Lorie and family

Centre Gives, a 36-hour online giving event 
designed to recognize and support the 
positive work of local nonprofits in Centre 
County, begins Tuesday, May 5th at 6am 
and ends on Wednesday, May 6th at 6pm.

Thank you to M&T Bank Foundation 
for their generous $5,000 contribu-

tion to the SCCLT.

Ron Quinn, SCCLT Executive Director and John 
Heichel, Branch Manager/VP of M&T Bank.

http://scclandtrust.org/
http://scclandtrust.org/
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Since all Land Trust houses are in the Bor-
ough of State College, all are close to em-
ployment, grocery stores, medical offices, 
schools and public transportation.  Most are 
within easy walking or bicycling distance to 
Penn State, downtown State College and el-

ementary schools as well as the high school. 
Some houses have garages, basements, ex-
tra large lots, mature trees and landscaping – 
everything that begins to make a house a 
home? All are in nice, friendly neighbor-
hoods scattered throughout the borough.

Houses for Sale

910 Walnut Street, $125,000 

Single Family, Two Story Home, Three 
Bedrooms, Two Bathrooms, One Car 
Garage 

1224 Sq. Ft., .22 Acre

127 W. Irvin Avenue, $107,000 

Single Family Ranch Style, Four Bed-
rooms Plus Basement Bedroom, Two 
Baths, Hardwood Floors, Private Back-
yard, Carport, Covered Backyard Patio 

1200 Sq. Ft. + 1200 Sq. Ft., Basement, 
0.15 Acre
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What is the point of buying a first home if you 
can’t afford to live in it? 

“Sustainability” has become a standard term in 
modern day vocabulary, but what does it mean 
for current and future SCCLT homeowners?   

The SCCLT is devoted to helping first-time 
homeowners buy their homes with the assur-
ance that they will be able to live in them as 
long as they wish.  After all, our land lease en-
sures that the homes are owner-occupied in 
perpetuity. 

Much of the SCCLT’s housing stock, however, 
was built decades ago, prior to today’s stan-
dards and systems.  If the SCCLT can learn new 
techniques and we can educate current home-
owners in economical ways to maintain and 
retrofit their homes, then we will truly help to 
make their first homes sustainable and forever 
affordable. 

The GreenBuild project was introduced to you 
in the last newsletter.  It is a collaboration 
among the SCCLT, The Penn State College of 
Arts and Architecture Hamer Center for Com-
munity Design/Energy Efficient Housing Re-
search Group and the Borough of State Col-
lege.  Its goal is to build an affordable duplex 
on a recently acquired property in the Borough 
of State College utilizing the most up-to-date 
and appropriate green housing initiatives.   

The property, at 1394 University Dr., was pur-
chased thanks to a grant from the Borough of 
State College.  Penn State Architecture stu-
dents are now working hard on coming up 
with affordable, efficient designs for the du-
plex. 

BUT, the GreenBuild duplex will not just pro-
vide affordable and sustainable residences for 
two new homeowners.  An additional Green-
Build goal is to develop institutional knowl-

edge about sustainable home systems which 
will help our 36 current SCCLT homeowners 
make improvements to their homes that will 
have long-term efficiency payoffs.   

So, GreenBuild isn’t just about adding two new 
energy efficient homes to the SCCLT portfolio—
a feat in itself—but also a way to contribute to 
the capacity of our current owners to sustain 
their homes by keeping them affordable. 

Peg Hambrick 

Do you make purchases through 
Amazon.com? 

If so, the SCCLT can receive a donation equal 
to 0.5% of the price of most of your purchas-
es.  To register is easy.   Go to www.smile.ama-
zon.com and type State College Community 
Land Trust in the organization box. 

Note that any future Amazon purchases need 
to be made via www.smile.amazon.com in or-
der for SCCLT to receive the donation. 
smile.amazon.com has all the same functional-
ity as Amazon.com. The only difference is that 
a purchase made on smile.amazon.com, nets 
a donation to the SCCLT. So far Amazon 
Smiles Purchases have netted us $49.05; hard-
ly a fortune, but every bit counts!

GreenBuild and Sustainability

http://www.smile.amazon.com/
http://www.smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.smile.amazon.com/
http://www.smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Anonymous 
Richard S. and Marilyn Adams 
Dennis Gioia and Judy Albrecht 
Amazon Smiles 
Mimi Barash Coopersmith 
Rich and Kathy Barrickman 
John Hauck and Henrietta Hauck-Baylor 
Mary Lou Bennett 
Rosalie Bloom-Brooks 
Wendy Blumenthal 
Eric Feigelson and Zoe Boniface 
Karen and Bill Burgos 
Elinor P. Burns 
Centre Gives 
Donna Conway 
Tom Houseknecht & Anne Cornell 
Nancy Crane and Tom Daubert 
Pat Daugherty 
Cathy Dauler 
Richard Devon 
Polly Dunn 
Joanne Feldman 
Sandra K. Stelts and Ronald L. Filippelli 
First National Bank 
Barry and Patti Fisher 
Kim and Keith Freeman 
Joseph and Margaret French 
John and Marilyn Furry 
Judy and Louis Geschwindner 
Don and Cynthia Hahn 
Peg and Don Hambrick 
Kenneth D. and Irene M. Harpster 
Blair Hedges and Carla Hess 
Marilyn Kramer Haugh 
Ernest Hawk 
Ann and Thomas Hettmansperger 
Sue and John Hiester 
Tom Richard and Clare Hinrichs 
Donald and Milly Hopkins 
Cricket and David Hunter 
William L. and Carol B. Joyce 
Kissinger Bigatel & Brower Realtors 
Edward and Deborah Klevans 

Silvi Lawrence 
Sally Lenker 
Scott Lenker 
Arthur and Celeste Lewis 
Ron and Anita Linker 
Jane M. Linsky 
Deborah G. Llewellyn 
Vincent and Lois Lunetta 
M & T Charitable Foundation 
Irma Magner 
Reed Miller 
Bunny Moon 
Robert Morris 
Gil and Kim Morrison 
Hugh and Janyce Mose 
Lynn and Evan Myers 
Jean and Raymond Najjar  
National Penn Bank 
Mary and Robert Noll 
100 Women Who Care 
Leland Glenna and Esther Prins 
Donna Queeney 
Ron Quinn 
Christy and Jim Rambeau 
Bill and Judy Ray 
Judith and James Rayback 
Reliance Bank 
Paul J. and M. Vinnie Scanlon 
Barb Seibel 
Marjorie Seward 
Marilyn and Bruce Shobaken 
Sue and Ron Smith 
Thomas F. and Sara H. Songer 
Jackson and Diane Speilvogel 
Renee Steffensmeier 
Michal Stump 
Dan Lestz and Susan Venegoni 
H. Alan and Marjorie H. Weisel 
Jerry and Jane Wettstone 
Ron and Doyle Wilkerson 

Have we inadvertently left you off the list? If so, 
we’re sorry and please let us know.

2014 Monetary Donors
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I was under the impression that owning a home 
in the community where I work and have 
resided for twelve years was an impossible 
dream.  Moreover, even finding rental options 
was becoming an impossibility for a single 
working woman with two dogs.  When I found 
myself in yet another over-priced rental with 
black mold and dangerous exposed wiring, I 
was determined to find a better way for myself 
and the pets I am responsible for. 

I learned about the State College Community 
Land Trust upon researching first time home 
buying programs in the borough.  There was 
one land trust home for sale that I could not get 
out of my head, and that was perfect for me.  
After several life changing meetings with 
Colleen Ritter, Bobbi Bronstein, Elizabeth Eir-
mann, and Chris Bradley I began to understand 
the program and the steps needed to take to 
purchase the home.  They were with me every 
step of the way educating me and facilitating 
the purchase of my new home.   

Thanks to the State College Community Land 
Trust, I have been thriving in my new home for 
over a year enjoying, well mostly enjoying, so 
many firsts.  From installing new flooring and 
planning a bathroom remodel to planting land-
scape and painting, it is all a labor of love for a 
home that I will do everything in my power to 
maintain and improve upon.  I am so proud to 
have a home in the community where I work 
and where I hope to one day raise a family. 

Jamie Streicher

Our Neighbors, Their Stories

<1 From 2010 through 2012 she served as Pres-
ident of the Board, during which time the Land 
Trust acquired five new properties and settled 
12 new homeowners into their first homes. She 
has chaired the Marketing Committee and she 
continues to be a driving force there, organizing 
public information sessions, keeping abreast of 
any need to help homeowners sell their homes, 
turning ideas for HomeStage into reality, and 
using her unending list of media sources for 
publicity. She is one who knows the importance 
of keeping our “public face” visible to the com-
munity.    

Fortunately for us she is not finished contribut-
ing. Peg is the chair of the GreenBuild Commit-
tee that oversees the Land Trust’s partnership 
project with the State College Borough and 
Penn State’s College of Arts and Architecture 
Hamer Center Research Group to build a duplex 
on University Drive.  Stay tuned for her updates 
on this exciting project. 

You can help the SCCLT in its work in the com-
munity. If you know of a house in the borough 
which is on the market for under $200K, let us 
know, and we’ll follow up!
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State College Community Land Trust, Inc. is a 501(c)3 organiza-
tion under the Internal Revenue Code.   The official registration and 
financial information of the State College Community Land Trust, 
Inc. may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by 
calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration 
does not imply endorsement.

State College Community Land Trust 
1315 South Allen St., Suite 306  
State College, PA 16801 
Phone/Fax: 814-867-0656 
Email: director@scclandtrust.org 
www.scclandtrust.org 

Return Service Requested

Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC) 
CCAR / Centre County Association of Realtors 

Centre County Council for Human Services 
Centre County Housing and Land Trust 

Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania 
Centre County Affordable Housing Coalition 

National Community Land Trust Network 
New Leaf Initiative

Do You Know What YOUR Donation to 
the SCCLT Will Allow Us To Do?


$50 - will buy an integrated smoke detector OR it will 
defray the cost of pre and post budget counseling for 
first time homebuyers 

$100-will allow volunteers to paint two rooms with 
low VOC paint OR install an energy efficient window  

$250 – will allow us to upgrade a new appliance to 
an Energy Star appliance OR offset the cost of legal 
counseling for purchasing a borough home 

$500-will ensure one house will be lead-free OR 
provide for an emergency repair fund 

$1000-allows upgraded electrical service to meet 
code OR provide for a roof to be replaced 

Thank you for your monetary support of safe, up-
graded and affordable housing in the Borough of State 
College. 

SCCLT MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM
A monetary donation qualifies you as a member.


Enclosed is my donation in the amount of 

☐$10    ☐ $25    ☐ $50    ☐ $100    ☐ $250   ☐ other________________


Yes, I would like to work on the following committee(s):

☐ Finance      ☐ Marketing and Outreach

☐ Real Estate and Rehabilitation    ☐ Fundraising


___________________________________________________

Name/Business or Organization

 

  ____________________________________________________

Address


___________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code


____________________________  ______________________

Telephone (Daytime and Evening)                Email address


☐  I/we wish to remain anonymous  ☐ Include my/our names in appropriate       
	 publications and publicly recognize us as:


____________________________________________________________________

Send to: 
State College Community Land Trust 
1315 South Allen St., Suite 306 
State College, PA 16801

For Office Use: 
Check #__________   Date____/____/____   $______.____ 

Posted ___/___/____ New ☐ Cont. ☐   Ltr ___/___/____

3/15  

MEMBER:

mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org
mailto:director@scclandtrust.org
http://www.scclandtrust.org

